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| am alwas trying toanalyse
the way wesedi then trying
to work out how | can best
capture an impression of what
[ think | am seeing. Our eyes
and brain work together
stitching together multiple
glancesbalancing out the
extremes of light and shade as
well as brining gerything into
focus at one time.
Much is written about how to
lay out a garden with various
rules or guides such as
avoiding straight lines but |
cannot remember any mention
of the importance of light on a
garden other than the need for
it to be present.
Py W1 (e , Observinghow dramatically
i &R e | T\ P BN the garden changes as the
‘ g ANE 3 Ll N passingclouds switctthe
strong lighton and off must be familiar to us aVen though we may not think about it. | loved the way the light
illuminated these ferngroviding a dramatic background for the graafpris sibirica which were in shade. Now my
eyes darted about and brain made the necessary adjustments of exposure and focus allowing me to see the
this picture is what the camera sawwt the dramatic imagewas imaginindor the cover.
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| could focus and expose for the Iris flowers but then the background lost sharpness and was over exposed s
needed another solution. For this and the cover picture | exposed for the background and fooreddbe
cameras small built in flash to shed light otfie flowersrecording an imageloser to what | thought | was seeing.




Much later in the day the sun moved round castlng its tighttly on the flowersnf this constantly;hanglng
scene. Although we may not appreciatdéight is critical to the plants and gama not just for the energy of life but
also to thecolours and the way we see it.

A garden is not
simply about the
individual plants
we grow, that
would be a
collection of
plants A garden
is abouttheway

all theplants
combinetogether
to form
compatible
communities
Someplantsgrow
simultaneously
othersinhabitthe
same space but
their growthis
separatedby time
Whetherby

design or accident
colour
combinations are
important and we
enjoyhaving plants of similar colours scattered through the gardeke this pink Bluebell which has sakéeded
into the edge of thpath.




From the pink Bluebelny periphery visiordetectsa similar pink in anearbyAquilegia, one of many we allow to
selfseed andfollowing such links and associatiohamdrawn round a garden.
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The colour of the Aqilegia flowers in combination with the shae and form of the plant linleadingme off
around the garden.
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Dark Aquilegia flowers have a tendency to hide from our view in low Iigt buntirebersof insects that are
attracted to them indicate that they see in a very different way.




The dark oIoured flowers are Ustdramatlc when thellght shlnes through tsmg the tglow I|ke a
stained glass windowthis colouralsolinks up to the dark red leaves of an Acer high above.

As wit all flowers it is worth examining the shape and form in sdetait nIy then can they be fully appreciated.




Aquilegia produce prolific amounts of seed s@teventthe gardereing completely taken over vgelectivelycut
the stems back dke flowersdropremovng the seed podshich also encourages secondary flowering. The ones

that we do allow to seadnd to be those witbhorter stemandflower colours that stad out
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The Aquilegia, Ac s picturehave all seedethemselves into thgravel.
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Thisis a niceseeed:olony oquuiIegiih shorter stemand pale pinklowers.
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Comblnatlons of:ommonplantssuch as the Papaver and fdhat have chosen to grow togethaEserve equal
attentionto the raresubjects we grow.
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v sadégree of contralverthe most prolifigplantswh
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Cuttin back the stems as the flowers ‘Srin

allowing someo naturaliset gh the gamhbrings a harmongven to thalpineareas.
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Some may behorrified aboutall the plants we let sedt hevleconopsisbaileyi
that seeds around the rogérdenandtakes over th&rythronium plunge &doncethey have died down.




Thecolour of theMeconopsis baileyflowersvariesfrom year to yeawith temperature and moistitevels- even
secondarylowers on the same stetan vary in colour depending on teatheras they come into flowerThis
year they are nasintensely blueAs they are all seed raised asoget somevariation in theshape of théower
- mostnoticeablyin the width of the petals.



