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All through the year
the garden delivers
beauty and
inspiration which
often features on the
Bulb Log covers but
some moments are
S0 speciaglalmost
magica, that they
demand to be shared
and this yellow
carpet which
appeared overnight is
one of those.
Aroundhalf the
Laburnum flowers
had dropped from
the treesoas |
approachedwas
greeted by a golden
yellow blanket
covering theground
and for a moment |
felt like Ja®n
discovering the
GoldenFleece
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the grey hard surfaces int

how | viewed the paths and slahgrounding the pondhey had changed from

beautiful delicate yellow features that | wasw reluctant to walloverless | destroyed thmagic

This effect is a fleeting beauty as the fallen flowers will soon turn brown and instieaelyf will look untidy.




Untidy, messy,
unkemptare
words hat some
may apply to our
type of garden
and was the
subject of a
conversation
hadon one of
my walks
around the
neighbourhood.
| was walking a
short distance
with a friend and
as we past this
scene he
complained
about thauntidy
mess of the
oOwe@&das
called them.
They are wild
flowers, part of
nature what
harm are they
doing to any onewvas my

| had been
enjoying
watching
these
Sonchus
Sowthistles
growing in
the cracks
between the
pavements
and walls.

| pointed out
the difference
between the
prickly one
on the left
and the
smooth one
on the right
along with
the benefit
they bring to
insects but he
was not
convinced

Hewoul d prefer a [ hard | andscape of concret
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the edges of the roadkey make walking round the are

interesting Like this group ofMatricaria discoide@&Pineapple Weedgrowing is a spacevhere hey should have
planted a treebringing life greenery and flowenshich are doing no harm to anye
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Another of the many wild flowers growing crevice style at the edge of the pavervediisago lupulina (Black
Meddick).



People have different attitudesgardens angublic spacesSomeexpect the communal grass areas to be
constantly cut shomith no flowers Others like me think thgrassshould be allowed to grgvallowing the wild
flowers tobloomand set seedbeforeit is cut In some areasis is occasionally happeningften more as a cost
cutting exercis¢han an environmental onlgut at long last someunadls are starting to acceptgreener approach.

Aboveis a garden that
many, including my fried,
would find untidy but |
love the wild nature of it
This style of garden
providesa range of
habitats and foodources
for the wild life. I think it
looks beautiful with
Limnanthes douglasiiin
full flower - thesame
colours beingpicked up by
thetwo Pieris bushes
beyond a smalpatch of
grasswhich has beeteft
to grow so it is also full of
flowers.
Undoubtedlythis looks
scruffy to some buis a
perfect example of
acceptingnature into our
gardensl have included a
plcture | took of the same garden in March whenass o€Crocuswere flowering including in the grass.




If you want to

know how not to
build a rock
gardenthereisa §
perfect example in &
the same garden
An assortment of
rocks isspaced out
unimaginatively
along the narrow
border.While they
are difficult to see
in this picture
theresome small
plantsplanted
equally spaced
between the rocks

Every time | walk #

past | get the urge |

to rearrange the

rocks intogroups

so that theyelate

to each other and

form something

more natural

looking withmore suitablglanting pockets
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rocky places by Kenton Seth and Paul Spriggs



https://filbertpress.com/the-crevice-garden/

How good a rock garden looks depends on Iyola Laynte fir
you have to considenow each successive rocklatesaestheticallyandhorticulturallyto those already laidaying

paricular attention tdhe negativespacedetweerthem

e i

Every timel pass thisandomgrouping offour largerocks in a local woodistop to appreciate th@ositiveand
negative shapesigharrangemenformsi we canlearna lot from observingandomgroupsof rocks in nature.
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Our garden istthe oppositeend of thespectrunfrom the rows of annual® bare soikhown on page Ve go for

a very natural style of plantinghereplants growwith and among each otheo there arao signs of théare
groundexcept in winter.

We arealso
happy toasess
n at ugifteod s
plantsthat
arrive
mysteriously in
the garden
many of which
my friend
would describe
as weeds.

This beautiful
Rarunculus
appeared in the
front garden
some years ago
and weare
happy to have it
around
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Plants seeding around among some of the troughs soften the lanpiscagiiag food for a constant stream of bees
and other insect®Ve dead hearhostthe Papavercambricumwhich bothreduces the amount of seed shed and

encouragesecondarylowersinto growth.




It is not to everyones taste but we like taadom mass plantirjgngle effectof the garden at this time of yean
the foregrounc forrest ofArisaema ciliatum var liubaensebecomes the next wave of growththis bed

Arisaema ciliatum var liubaense



