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Lilium pyrenaicum

The main aim of a
cover image is to grab
your attention and |
am often torn about
the best picture to
use. | have learned
through sharing my
pictures for many
years through print,
lectures and digital
media that while
close up plant
portraits can be the
most dramatidt is
images that put the
relationship between
plants into context
whichtheviewers
found to behe most
interesting.

) . \ When | am taking
pictures | make sure that | capture a range of images from theugidsgails of he flowersto the more important
wider image showing the habitat and companion plidtdéstheone on t hi s weekliGns cove
pyrenaicumgrowing among its companions
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This picture shows a plant, that | thinkAstentilla reptans, but apart from th8ower and surrounding leaves the
image tells us nothing about the environment it is growing in.
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at the seaside Aberdeerharbour
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ntilla reptansis growing in a very specifiadrier habitat towards the top of theegie
bankswhich leaddown to the beacht growsin relationshipwith some fine grasses whiclpbdked down among to
find moss and despitbe fact that we have had very little rain for weeks there was some moisture illustrating t

benefit of growing in supportivground coveringplant communities.
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To the right of the high dry banWere the Potetlre gro
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moistseep

runmiNn to the shore where

| spot soméDactylorhiza purpurella scatterecamong the lusigrassesll the way down to the rocks and sand.

throughother plantsas they always seem to do.

It is natural
scenes like
thesewhich
inspireme and
try to mimic
themin some
form intothe
garden
Informed by
naturewe make
and plant
various habitats
across the
garden,
including
troughs, then
wait for nature
to join in.

In this trough
one of themany
garden lbrid
Dactylorhiza
that seediround
IS growingup
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This picture shows you this isveell-establishegblant ofGeranium sanguineumbut we need to see a picturfe o
the wider scene to learn more about the context.
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This picture showshat the Geranium sanguineurs this timeone d thosegrowing in our front drive
Now the Piyteuma spicaturhave finished floweringhe Geraniumsanguineunbecomes thdominantplant in the
driveway plantinggindtheywill continue to put ora colourful showall through the summenonths




#L iy R

o e
'-> ‘.;,m ﬂ'»i_

4

The samelants as | saw at the seaslrd\eludlng Geranium sangumeumthactonrhlza grow in a natural way
in our driveway plantings buince again it ishe wider viewshown belowo that tells the whole story of whetigis
picture was taken.

I orlglnally scattered some Geranium saedhe drlve wayhen some Dactylorhlza seed must have blown in from
plants elsewhere in the garden to form these clumps.




My love for the

wild flowers and

habtats | see is a¥&%

constant source

of inspiration

persistently

informing what

we do in the

garden.

We already have|

some A

Leucanthemum

vulgare growing

but this picture

showswe do not

have nearly

enough- we

could easily

accommodate

more.

Nature shows

me how

important the

relationship between plants growing together ih#@rtsucceswhere they grow in support of rather than
competition with each other. Following this prirleip will work to encourage moreeucanthemum vulganghich
will grow and flowerat this time of yeafitting in perfectlywith our sequential plamgsby utilising the same
space athe wide range of bulbs amarly flowering plantsvhich are now lying dormant under the ground.
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There arecan be few more ey catchimgages than thevhite daisy flowers oLeucanthemum vu
somegrasses ptured against the clear blue sky.

W
lgareamong







A policy of
tolerance and
acceptance of
plants in the
garden allows us
to let certain
wildflowers sud
asLapsana
communisto
seed around
where we can
enjoy theclusters
of smallyellow

tall slender
stems.

Being shallow
rootingthey are
easilyremowed
as the flowergo
pastt f you
want them all to
seed.
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e are also enjoying thlastof this yeaés flowerso
around.




Spires are built teatch our attention anchpress such as the tower of the Aberdeen Townhaiarding out on
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Turning slightlyeastl can framehe spires of the Citadel anirischal CIIeBéwhich is éb;ftdf the se&ghd
Universityto be founded in Aberdeegthis onein 1593thefirst, King's College, wasfounded in 1495 they merged
into one in 1860.



This group
of Digitalis
purpurea,
growing in
the wild
field up the
road show
thatsome
plantsuse
the spire
methodof
standng
tall, the
better to
attract the
attention of
pollinators.
Falling
from atall
stem also
helps ipe
seedo
disperse
that bit
further.

-

o
TR

5 5
sve

o TR

Digitalis purpurea
Flying along the bees and insects are attracted up into the warmth of the flowers where they can feedaol poll
nectarin relative safety.
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We welcome the tall flwering spires oDigitalis purpurea in the garden although we do exercise some control b
cutting back the flowering stem to just below the last flowers as they fade which prevents them setting seed a
encourages secondary flowering growtosdevelogrom t he | eaf axi | s. Il donot
hybridity but some of the plants we cut baltknot die after flowering but have grown on for a number of years.
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Dactylorhiza also have stems that push their flowers upwards so they staadreboompetition.



