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| am always on the lookout for a cover picture to set up tt

A"}
@g weekods Bulb Log which bot|
V44 what may be contained in the following pages
94. \1',; This week | found that image while walking by the River

Dee about a mile upstream from theldwar mouth that

featured a few weeks agoBulb Log 2622 This area is a

popular dog walking area so much of it is mown but there

are some areas where bulbs, thyoBaffodils, are planted

that are left to gronHoweverthe 3metes slopng down

- to the water is left completely to nature and that is where

my eyes are fixed as | walk along.

| was immediately attracted byeblump of grass and

buttercupson the coer, growing as a small peninsula

which alsostood outvisually as it wagsolatedagainstthe

backgroundvater.

| am not alone in seeing the wondesomethingas

~ simple as some grass and buttercupamediately

'/ thought ofAlbrecht Dured s wa t and goodche u r

. st udyGreabPiebeeof Tuéf, c o mp | eathesd

Nuremberg studiovhich in my view is the most

remarkable nature study in art.

Nature and plants connect us all through historivgas

attracedto thisvignettein the same way d3ir e must

have beetto his piece of turfonly | could never capture

the scene in paint the way he didut fortunatelywe now
T & ! have very portablaligital cameras.

I have recentl y r eEheRise and Reigo & thd MamredlbyrSewe Brioattogk 06

palaeontologist and Professor at University of Edinbuvgiere | learned how important plants were in the

evolution ofmammals. | read that buttercups were a favourite food of Woolly Mammoths and Mastodons and

grasses are not as @d manyof the flowering plants. fiefirst evidence ofjyrassess from the late Cretaceoumsut

theyonly started to be widpread 23million years ago in the Miocene. Now there are more than 11,000 specie:

and including all our gardens arayriculture landthey@ver 40% of t.he earthds s

All along this
section of river
bank there are
groups of
interesting plants
including grasses, S
rushes and many &
herbs.


https://www.srgc.net/documents/bulb%20logs/220629105846BULB%20LOG%202622.pdf

My sequence afhreads anéinks continuesasturningfrom where | took the above imegpf grasses | seéhe Old
Bridge of DeeThe bridge wasunded byBishop William Elphinstone who died in 15afdwas @mpleted by
Bishop Gavin Dunbain 1527, the year befor®irerdied. The bridgestill carries themain A92 road into Aberdeen
from thesouthso many generations hagassedhis way.
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Following my threadiie common namdsr Aegopodium podagrariaincludeBishop's weed

It got this name becausewas a lerbal remedy used to treat geutondition often brought on by the opulent life
style enjoyed by Bishops of old and so it was planted around their residences.




Another common name faﬁregopodlum podagrarigs Ground Elder because of it similarity with the European
Elderberry (Sambucug and indeed there aseiperficialsimilarities betveen the leaves and flowers.

| regularly walk pasthis scene wherAegopodlum podagrarla (Ground Elder) andSambucus(EIderberry)
grow together




It is extremely important that w ave a special
interest in conserving habitagach aghis one whichis only a ten minute walk from our homig is classified as
Green Belbutonce again it is under threat with a planning application for a develophesionce cultivated land
has for50 plus years been left to nature draan curious how a number distinct habitats have formeSome

areas are dominated by large grasses while fine grasses predomthatarea closer to the camera, brambles gro
in one area and raspberries in anotiedoubt these variations reflect the ground conditions below.

mixes of nativ
introduced.
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A moss covered sloping roadside has become a seedbed for muarger of plants including Rhododendrons and
tree speciesuch afkRowan andrew, all growing among the mosandfine grasses.

| "

=

The gardener can take so much inspiration from nature e
grassesegecially some of the larger typdsmvefeaturedn gardens, | especially think of tipeairie style
plantings but | am interesdin finding some small fine grasses that would be suitable for introducing to garden




)/ | - \/ 7 St 41 5 I‘\

bserve how wikié Primula vularis, naturalised among the rs,smse growing so much
better than the ones in our garden which get the same weather conditicsh®es®itn | v a t en mi n
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The leaves nd growth of tiRgimula vulgaris growing among thgrasses in the woateat least twice as good
as ours and while our ground was very dry when | checked at the base of trendrBsisnula there was moisture
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We are often guilty of looking for the dramatic colourful flowers in gardens and not iakimg more subtlbut
equally interestinglecorativeshapes and forms createdthg stems and leavedere in the harsh bright ligttere

is beauty in théern frondseven the onescorched by the heat when they were in direct sunlight
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Arisaema leaves.
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This is the view we get from one of our swing seats where | often sit observing and thinking about how our pl
and garden fit in with nature. Gardening is about habitat manipulation whetteewgardenersan adjst the soils
and drainage by building up raised beds etc. The plants we select also create habitats | am especially thinkin
trees and shrubs that affect the habitat above and below the gvithitideir canopycasting shad/hile their roots

change the solil structureas they push put and down.
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Potentilla eriocarpais one of the plants we bought in Matich brlng some welcome colour to one
slab beds.

fﬂte raisec




The overall habitat we have created in the gardémat of a small open woodlandmh in turn contams many
macro and micro habitats. The many trees and shrubs provide cover and food to attract the birds which we fu
encourage by feeding them with sunflower hearts. We get large numbers of birds and while we get great plea
watchng them on the feeders | am most heartened by watching them foraging among the habitats we have ct
| took these pictures from the swing seat of this Bullfinch feeding on the Geraniuvicdadeedn a raised bed.

By pure Iuck I captured ther’dl in fllght
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After S|tt|ng for a while | took my camera for a walk capturlng |mages of the garden at what | think of as a
transitional stage of growtiMid-summer isvhen many of the early planthat we are so fond gdire setting seed
and collapsindput among the chaos there are some new growths and flowers to be found.



