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The full title and descriptionwhen | started thBulb Log Diarytwenty years agastated thatite content is a
personal diary covering all aspects of the bulbs we grow both under glass and in the open garden as well as :
other garden projects that | may be working©wer the yeard has matured, as | have, with the subjects covered
extending out beyond the garden to natural places from as far afield as Alaska to New iZgafaotlit covers

anything to do with nature in and outside the garden that has spurred my interesthdunwegk. One of this

weekds big excitements came one morning while si
feeders. | quickly grabbed my camera to capture duiewy pictures through the windotaut before | could creep
outsidethe squirrehad given up trying to get the sunflower headisappedng upinto the trees. This is only the
second time | have seen a Red Squirrel in the gaitleough | suspect they are here more often than that. Due tc
program of controlling the Grey SquirrelsoundAberdeerthere are increasing numbersRddsin thearea so |

am delighted that with all our trees they find our garden attrag&igguirrelfeeder is on the list
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e S\ : / ~ ~~ While out on my walks | am
always looking at the trees as
| pass the remains of this EIm
regularly | have been
watching ths type ofbracket
fungusgrowing steadily.

From the pictures below you
can see that the tree died back
as Dutch ElnDisease spread
north

There is wire mesh round the
base of a few trees close to a
ruined cottagé | donoét
why.

| am interested to seew
healthy looking growth
emerging from the base of the
tree(see beloywand wonder

if this is just part of a slow
death or if the tree could
regenerate.
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There are a number of EIm tree seedllngs appearlng .|nclud|ng one perfeh:tiy fiéao 15 year old specimen so |
have hope that a resilient population neaglve togrow into the future.
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The Beechrees Fagus sylvatica are looking very healthy and are heavy with nuts to feed help feéuttievild
life including thegrowingRed Squirrel population.
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| forage around these wooded and wild areas Where there is a mass flowerln@mmhkes Rubus frutlcosus
includingsome with pink flowers solbok forward toharvestinga good crop of fruitsinafemo nt hs o6 t i

While | am waiting for the fruits on the Brambles to devedag riperthereareplenty of rip wild Raspberries
(Rubus idaeus growing around the same area.
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The wild Ragberries are much smaller than the cultivated forms but they are even more delicious.

| - 4 N AN 12, L' 0N l
As | come back to the garden | see th p of fruits on
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This picture of the
front garden may
give the impregsn
that | got carried
away with my
obsession for trees
but it is not as dense
a barrier as it looks
with views into the
interior as you walk
past.

The tallest tree is a
fastigiate form of the
Scots pineRinus
sylvestris) much
loved byour
resident GoldCrests
with a smallePinus
aristata to the right
Other trees include
Acer and Sorbus
with many shrubs
growing below.
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Acer griseumis a greatreefor thesmallergarden its cinnamoncolouredpeelingbarkdeliversyear round
decoation with the leaves adding a ligifeencanopyturning bright oranggust before theautumndrop.
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Lilium Iankonenseis ambng the flowers that | sbdt in the fro
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nt gafden.

~



Trees are one of theast important‘élments of a garden desigrhdy brihg structure, character and habitat and of

course thig benefitsincludeattracing the wild life such agshe Red Squirrellang with manybirds.
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Trees are bcomig more appreciated as people realise the bexydiititiy to ouarens antbwns wheren

addition to all the wild life they suppethe shade of their canopy helps keep environment cool in tise
warming timesplusthey capture carbon.

Trees can come in any sizes by selection as well as y pramegiwarf conifers in these two troughs are
selected as compact forms but have been further restricted in growth by the restriction of #ilengatsth
regular heavy pruning plus routipéchingback of thenewgrowthwhile it is still soft, to keep them in scale
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To say I grow bonsal iskit of a push but we do have a lot of trees growmg in pots and those that we have are

ones that can survive on neglect. This Yew started as a horizontal form of dwaniviesh when itoutgrew the

looking bonsai. It has been neglected until a few years ago when | started to look after it better to encourage
bud back sdopefullyl can grow a more attractivaructureof foliage.

These two Bonsai
sit in more
prominent places
so | have paid
more attention to
them and | think
they are quite
good
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Not a bonsai as such but tigwus nigra in a pot faverforty yearsi it has been in t
its second pofor around thirty of thoseR?ines argyood in pots because thegrytolerantof being dry.




A shaft of sunlighbriefly picked outthis colourful combinatiomighlighting the pink Mutisiaagainst theurple
Linaria.

It will soon be time for the Pieris to get a good tiirpou can cut it back hardright down to the bare trunk and it
will come againWe like to keep the structure open so we can see the lovey old trunk and branches but wait u
we have enjoyed the colourful display as the leaves go from brigitiineigh creanto greenthen we cut it back.



