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These giant hybrid Lilies
growing in our front
garden are a bit too sho
for my taste. We bought
them many years ago
when theyweregrowing
asa potplant therafter
they flowered Iplanted
thebulbsin the front
garden. Every year they
appear producotheir
magnificent beautifully
scented flowers that see
irresistible to the hover
flies. This year they seem
to be enjoying the hot
conditions because they
have as many flowers as
can remember seeing on
them.Growing in the
north facing front garden &y only get sun in the early mornlng and late evesmthe ground does not hegt
much in addition tothatthey rise up among the trees and shrubs through the jungle like undergrowth of plants
shades the ground atypifies our garden styl&@hrough timemost gardeners learn to grow the plants that are mo:
suited to their local weather and climate and indeed the majority of plants that we grow are suited to cool moi
condtions with moderate temperature extrenidse changingclimate is resulting in uexperiencinghotterdrier
conditionswhich neither suits the gardene&xs many of theplantswe grow and for manywatering is not going to
be an optionWe have to readty building in resilienceto these hotter drier conditions sy of adapting the

habitat as well aseeking plants thatill tolerate thee new conditionsso | look to nature for lessons.

Thre is a cool lush look to this scene with Typha latif@wal{rush) that | pictured this week but there is more to
this scenghan meets the eye.



This is Coupers Pongart of an old estate where | walk a regular basisnd all he warm greegrowth
surrounding the Bullrusheshould be under waté@érthe pond is drying up. The pond is fed by a small burn that rur
down from the wet fields aindwhile there has always been a seasonal chentie level of the ponthave never
seen it this low. There is mote this than just climate chandgecause a few years ago a large development of
houses was built on tHeountesswell§ields totally changing the drainageeducingthe flow of the wee burn that

fedthe pond. | will be interested to see Hibwhe level increases when we get wet weather.

This wild
grassland area is
part of the same
estatewhere |
can observe
how plants cope
in what we in
the north call
hot dry
conditions

The first and
most obvious
lesson is that
nature does not
allow bare
groundi apart
from the narrow
trodden path
plants, mostly
grasses,
completely
cover the
ground.



weather as the highest evaporation rates aretierdarkbareflat ground. In rock gardens plants are often
surrounded by gravel which is a big improvemaver bare ground but still not as goodfascontinuous blanket
of plant growth like this fielaf grasses.

Although it is not the richest flora there arecnneplants growing among the grasses including a number of thistl
which are seedingow.




“harm
Thistledown.

There is one area where they are trialling different wild flower seeesrand among the successeSaataurea
nigra which may be a suitable plant to bring summer colour and interest to the bulb beds.
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Achillea millefolium
These phnts commonly called weedsare decorative and have evolved to cope in these hot dry conditions in
addition they support a wide range of insects which in turn leads to greater biodiversity.

¢ i LW
Senecio jacobaeausually in dry, open places




There is obviouy a lot we can learn from the Wildplats that grovour IocIity and perhswe can brin more
of them into our gardens to grow mixed among with the more exotic species and cultivars that we likeAo gro
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It is not just the hot dry exposed areas where | can learn fr

isacopse of relavely young trees that | have paid little attention to until this week. When | walked towards the
spotted a carpet of foliage spreading out in the deep shade of their continuousi cam@syso dark | had to use
the flash on my compact camera to gasuitable image of this mystery plant.

\

There were no flowers bunhanspection | found that it had a square stem which immediately drew me to the ne
family, Lamiaceagand indeed the decorative silver markings on the leaves identifielsatraam maculatum.
There are a number of cultivars of this plant available in the nursery trade and we have several areas of dark
shade where such a plant would be suitable so a small cutting came back with me.
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One morning while sitting looking out thamndow at the garden beyond | became aware that something was
looking back at me. | hai shift the focus of my eyes just as | had to use the manual focus on the camera to
sharpen the reflections on the glass rathen the trees and shrubs beyaritterea portraitselfie sketch and anask

| carvedappeared To actually see what you are looking at is a lesson learned by most artists but it is also use
all aspects dlife including gardening.

We use ground
covering plants
where ever we
can including in
the Erythronium
plunge frames
where we
encourage
Geranium
robertianum to
seed around
shading the
ground keeping it
cooler and
moister than it
would be with
just the mulches
we use.




.

Rock gardeners are used to builing habitaat mimic those we observe in wild mountainous aadmany of

the rock structures we build help plants cope with the harsh dry condifiemshade cast by the trees ensures tha

Gardeningn the
northwe have not
worried about
growing plants in
full sununtil

recent years when
we havestated to
find someof the
saxifrageslying
whenexposed to
the full sun
Uneven rocky
landscapewvill

cast shade and the
plantsoften grow
into that shade but
the rocks also heat
up and I find the
plants do best
where theystart to
merge into each
other forming a
continuous mat
covering the

rocks
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e floweredDaphnecultivarthat we were giverboth of which seem to

e &

Thesesilver andEuropearsaxifragesgrowin the shadechorth side of the rocksan take the heat a lot better
than tke Himalayan formsand cultivars




To improve the loolof thesaxifragel removedits old driedflower stemsas you will see in the next pize
Howeverlooking agaimas | write | cannot help but wonder if these old stexmgld provide an element of shade if
the plant wagxposed tahesuni hypotheticalas this trough isnostlyin shade

A% S 2/ . o S _ 2o
This trough illustrate thee mat and cushidorming plantsstartgrowing ove

the rocky landscajsehat I create There § a point when the balance between exposed rock and plaitsisast
attractive buthe plants keep growinfigrming a mound on top of theoughto the extent that you would not know
there are rocks there at.alhe rock crevices are stilenefitingthe habitat even though we can no longer see the
and the greenarpetkeeps the habitat coolsxdudng theevaporatiomratebenefiing the plants.




There is a nice balance between rocks and piarkss trough.

There is no question thhatiilding crevice styldandscapes ibeneficialto many plants | landscaped tiisugh
using old roofing slataround 199@nd most of the plants are original to that tif@eating the height greatly
increases the volume of seihcouraginghe roots to explorthe cooler depths and | rarely ever water it.



