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Thesepast few
weeks | have felt
a changen theair
with a distinctive
autumnal feel
which is
especially
noticeable in the
mornings.

It is interesting

same comments |
from people that |

but how do we
know?

Firstly | hawe

been watching the
sun getting
gradually lower in
the skyplusthe

temperatures have¥:
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been falling mostnoticeablybringing cooler nightsdut there seems to be something edmost an instinctive
ancestral inheritedensehatindicates the shifting of thseasons. It is the same with plants which also seem to
know when the seasons are changingmngasyrespond to daylight, temperatuaed possibly moisture levebst
many seem to have that sense of the time of the season dtwtoasis tricolor. This plant remains underground
through winter, spring and most of the summlly appearingabove ground in Augushenflowering through to
November or beyond depending on our winter weather aiaisomis tricolothas become one of the seasonal




Eucomis tricolor has proven perfectly hardgr us having survived growing outside for over thirty yeansd|
love the effect of its limgreen marooispeckled leaves and stemst to mention the pineapple likap to the
flower head Like all plants it does better in some years than others so judging by tlemnofflowering stems,

Other plants
whichindicate
that the summer
IS coming to an
endinclude
Gentiana
septemfida.




The flowers nly start to appear iAugu‘st I sspec they have not enjoy
conditions we have exgenced becaug®ey are not growing so strongtyor flowering so wellthis year.
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The indicator plants s and prepare b
the pond for theimminent flowering of the autumn Gcus and other bulbs.

I leave the Dactylorhiza to shed their seed but have cut back most of thepathtseasonal growththen |
refreshed the mulch of pine neediesnticipation of whatreasuresnight appear in the coming weeks
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TheRamonda species groing in orrtroughs are looking nice and green after the recent rain b
not the case just a few weeks ago when they looked shrivafiefthey were deads shown in the pictuteelow.




We mostly refer to the coId toIerance of plants when we talk of thelrrmwbut in the changing cllmate we will
need to thinkmoreabout the ability of plants to grow in the hotter drier conditions most of us are experiencing.

Ramonda are among the plants that have evolved resistance to drought during which they shrivektt thatext

Compare the
picture above
taken before
the rain with
this one taken
after two days
of rain.

Now autumn is
on the way and
these
Ramondaare

in good health |
will be splitting
some of the
more congested
rosettes in the
foreground.
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Among the many plants that are not enjoying our new weatlfdradodendronbureavii i the leaves are much
smaller than thewould bein wetter yearsand they are also ratherinkled looking. Any damage done such

woody plants and shrubs by the prolonged dry weather, especially damage to the root masshefalynot
manifest untilat leasinext year
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As | was clearin@way theold growths | found that | was just time as | found the first of thérocus nudiflorus
flowers hiding amongst the greenerg sure sign that we are heading into autumn.
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er welcome autumn flowering plant that is also coming into floles.time of
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Cyélamen hederifoliumis anoth

yearis like a play when theurtainclosesthe sets changedand wherthe curtairre-opensthere isa newsceneo
explore That is what it is like in the gardéhrough the yearthe superstructure remains in place but the plants th
play the starring roleshangewith the season aridyet greapleasuren rediscovering them all again.

Cyclamen hederifdium
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. TheeCycIamen hederifdlifloes are growing happily througdmmeRoscoeafoIiage N
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ksiore Crocus a lscene in some casesharingthe
space withstill greenfoliage in othestaking over as the old growths have died back.
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There isstill decoratiorandinterestto be foundas the
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Cyclamen purpurescens

It wasspotting thes€rocus nudiflorus shootsemerging through one of the Erythronium plungesile | was
sitting on our swing seathatl realised it was time to explore the garden and stagiréygarationgor the new
season.



