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While | was clearing fis bedlast week discovered t
then it has opened and been joined by some others.

Il n Last
Bulb Log | was
removing the
old growths
from some of
thebeds
preparingfor
theemergence
of theautumn
flowers. | was
just in time
because this
week the
flowers of

Crocus
scharojanii
flavus
appeared
through the
pine needle
mulch.
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| never ceésexto Ehe peed that &ogiesar nd flower which Ekufrated éIIth theCrocus
nudiflorus shootgabove. | first showedthem last weekcomparedvith the picture below taken the very next day.

Crocus nudiflorus in f
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The Crocus nudiflorus flowers opened in the warm air and were visited
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by masegcts mostly hover flies. There
are always more pollinating insects arotinel garderin the late summer warmth than there are when the spring
species flower perhapghat is what drove the evolution of the autumn flowering spelidbe early part of a year
it is often too cold and damp our garderor insects to fly or evefor the crocusflowers to openwhich accounts
for the fact that we regularly get seed forming on the autumn flowering species but rarely on the spring ones.
the flowers are pollinated the pollen grows down the long floral, tubeh pushesup through the gund, to the
ovary which stays
underground nestled on top
of the corm all through the
winter until the stem
eventually extends pushing
the ripe seed pod above
groundto open at the same
time as theispring
flowering relatives.
The floral tubds delicate
and easily damaged so the
flowers do not lastor long
asshown bythe same
flowerspictured after
another day
The fact that the flowers
may not ast longshould
not put you offgrowing
thembecause most corms
will produce at least a
second flowerig and these
early ones herald a
succession of Crocus flowers that vgdlin momentundeliveing decoation tiroughthe next few months at least.
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The first of the autumn flo
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It does not take me long to gather a small tray of Brambles for the day.




Over the last six weeks | have forageith aspberrie$rom this area antl

found the | ast f e

to top off my tray. The fruits have evolved to be eaten by birds and animals which in tudmspelse theeeds
over a wider area and thaeeplenty of seeds arounw/e should welcome the annual harvest of seeds, not just fi
the tasty treats some ofetlerries offer but for the future generations of plants that these tiny capsules hold.

These large colourful
roséhipsare part of a
planting around the edge of
a recenhousing estate

| find seedgo beat least
as fascinating as the
flowersif not more so.
Themajority of our garden
plants are included in the
angiosperntladei
commonlyknown as the
flowering plants The name
is derived from the Greek
words angeion (‘container,
vessel') and sperma ('seed’),
refering to those plants
that produce their seeds
enclosed within a fruit
Thehuge amounof DNA
variationin modern
flowering plants suggests

' that the angiosperms must

have ewlved in the late Triassic or eaduyrassidhioweverthe earliesknownfossil recorddound so famare of

pollen from the earlretaceoud 407 130million years ago.
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There arepink and whiteloweredrosesn the plantingand while the main Ier
someblooming now orthe same bussas the ripe hips.
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It is a good year for berries and fruits as can be seen by the amount foirmins)
sylvatica.
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Theberries on the gardeéBorbusaucuparia (Rowan) arealways the firsto ripen and they
be eaten by the birds.

Sorbusaucuparia
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theirprotective capsule.

Paeonia seedsalso pu on a dramatic display as theyrstoutfrom
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While thefruits of some plants entice birds, insects atiter aninals to helglisperseheir seedstherplantssuch
as the Digitalissboverely onthe forces of nature such as wind @navity.
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Digitalis ahd*l;rinaria have evolved a simiktrategywhere thg rely on numberproduc’tng thousands of sead
the hope that a few will succeed.



Many plantssuch aghis Mutisia, have evolved complestructuresallowing the seeds to fly off in the winavith

the seeaften touching dowandgerminaing far away from the parent
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Close inspectic;rmf the sedsingé canera @ mégnifying glaswvill take you furthemto the fascinatingworld of



Some seeds are sheabnafterthe flowers fadesuch as thessill greenRoscoea seedslling awayas he capsule
opens andlisintegrates

In contrasbnce‘thesé:yaamen hederifoliumflowers have been fertilised the stem coils round the seed capsule
drawingit down to sit on top of the corfor aroundten monthsefore tke capsuleeleass the seeds.
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Each of thescabiosa columbariaseedshas a cluster diristles which have a hooked ehdpingto latch onto
anything that may be passinganumber of plants haveurrs somef whicharemore efficient than others.

S . - I ' J\8
‘4 3 N G B ARE
- g AR . 3 e
- -

Amongthe most effectivef thehooked seedlsas to be those oGalium aparine whereit is not just the seeds but
the whok plantthatis covered in tiny hooks making nature the inventor dfelcro.




| should mention a few of théoniferswhich are gymnospermsaboveTaxus baccata the common Yew
showingthe red arilanopen structursurroundinghe seed.

The new seasds conedook attractivesitting alongsiddasty e aands ®n thidonsai larch



