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These
Cyclamen
hederifolium
are growing
beside the
path right
outside our
front door and
I love the way
their stems
push up
through the
other plants to
display their
pink and
white flowers.
They are
growing in
the narrow
gravel strip
S between the
S e paving slabs
b ron R SoaE < g n N o : e I Tiloguty, .- ?\:"f{;i ﬂi‘-' - \ and the
garden bed. Like with so much of what we grow they were not started by planting out potted plants but by si
scattering seeds. Interestingly this week while | was doing some tidying | found a newly opened Cyclamen
hederifoliumseed cpsule revealing its contents of plump seed. The plant held oatteetd for a yedrefore
shedding it at the same time as the new séadlmwvers were emerging giving us the lead that this is the ideal ti
to sow any Cyclameand other bulbous plaseeds you may have.
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Cyclamen hederifolium growingand flow wayhoughGeranium, Galium, Saxifraga and Oxalis.
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For many years | have scatte@gclamen hederifoliumseeds around the gravel areashe gardenvhich are left
to seedaround. he natural selectioprocesghrougha nunber ofgeneration$ias resulted ia population of plants
evolving which arenoresuited togrowingin our garden conditions.

Cyclamen hederifolium




| am always attracted to the skeletal remaindisporumleaves turn inté they do this quite quickly sometimes
while they are still attached to the plahadmired it here in a natural still life.
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Among the autumnebris is a pile of shreddingghich once théoliagedies downwill be spread out as a mulch
but | want to draw your attention to thivularia leavesat either side of the pile and how different they look.
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This is the original form vularia grandiflora we plantedshownon the leftof the pilethe groupright reseh;:
sownseedlingggrowing where the fell from theseed capsulesSee these in flower iBulb Log 2221



https://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2021Jun021622627862BULB_LOG_2221.pdf

There is a distinct variation between the leaves of these planthawndalso noted a difference in the colour of the
flowerswhich is another of the reasons to encourage ylampto seed. Having groupssafedlings planted
togdher will be more interesting and walso give good cross pollinatipresulting in anoresuccessfuseed set.

Here we bring the subjects together with group@yn‘lamen hederlfollum growmg under the Uvularla foliage.
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Other leaves are showing their amtucolours such as on this tree Peony.

-

den and let them seed aroyad will always find interesino matter
what the seasoherethe narrow silveCelmisia lyalli leaves contrast with an array of ssetfwn plants.
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u grow a wide range of planits your gar

-




The first of September is when | start watering the bulbs under dlasghave not been watered since érly June

and the plungesovered irthethatch of dried leaves and steru®k like a hay fieldAll this needs clearing before
| can start to water.

| leave the
thatch of old
growth
covering the
sandthrough
the summer
becausdt
shadcesthe
sandfrom the
direct heat of
the sunshine
preventing the
bulbs from
becoming too
desiccated.
Although the
bulbs | grow
herelike to be
dry through
the summer
many can be
put under
stress if they
get too hot and &%
dry. ‘
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Gathering the sall bits allows me to observe the sand in detail and that is when | spot some inghatetghat
dondt even wait for intbgowthat ering before they st a
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| spend a long time with the hose pipe spraying the water back and forward across thersing it for a
while before repeating the process. It is importanttti@sands soaked all the watyrough samoisture is there
whenthebulbroots starto grow - a good root systeis essentialor the bulbgo grow well.
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As | water | find more growthemergingsuch as thesBternbergia leaves and now it
and remove more of those small bits of old growth.
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The local Sparrow population are not too pleabed | have watered the sand beds because they have enjoyed
having dust baths in the dsand through the summiethey will still have access to shelter and hunt for insects.
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somdramatic effectsuch
as illuminating the fronds of a fern so the stantifrom the otherwise shady background.
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ight and shade brings out the emerging autumn afithesgarden while above my
head(below)the trees are set against a clear blye sk




The wonders of
nature are all
arourd us even in
thegarden like this
line of fernsthat
was growing not in
a bed but at the
edgeof some
paving slabs which
butted up against
line of bricksset
on their ends
forming the edge
of a bed. Over the
years a number of
ferns have taken
hold and thisveek
| went to remove
the large one so we
could see through
to some autumn
Crocus but as |
tugged the whole
strip lifted away
from the slab. The
ferns were forming
their own habitaaistheir roots accumulatl and grew intany sand, soibr humus that gagwept to the side of the
path.l havefound the perfect home for them at the base of the south boundary wall.




