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A lot of the time there
is plenty of interest in
the garden for me to
photograph and write
about buthen there
areweeks like this
when the garden has
beensobatterecand
watered bystrong
wind andheavyrain
storms thatl think
there is nothing to
share.

Usually my first task
is to find a cover
picture and as there
were some flowers |
decided to gather
some together to
make a studio still
life - wait till you see
thestudio!

| have quite a collection of old and new glass jars and bottles in a range of shapes which can make good sub
a still life with or without flowers | also have some old small stevege ink pots that | have used previoudlge
bottles can be arranged against any kind of setting but | like to use a white background which fosuses thee r
attention onto the colourful plant material with the glass playing a suppoostengnchoring the compositioxou

may knowand be remindedf, orwish tolook up thestill life paintings ofGiorgio Morandi(1890-1964).
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The studio is anywhere you caet up a sheet of paper dmetausehere is no growthowing inthe sand beds
yet it provides me with an ideal platformith good overhead lighAvoid direct light sources unless you want
shadowswhich will appear darker in the picture than they sgenform part of the compositiohsometimes use
another sheet afhite paper to reflect light onto the subject if | want to add some highlights but diceadttoon
this occasionTo get the correct exposuyeu will need to overexpose by one or two stops
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| say there is no growtbut| did find someSternbergia siculashoots having been watered last wedékatare now
extendingrapidly. The bulbs are first awakened by a fall in temperature at which point the root tips will often
appear around the base of the bulbibis the water that stimulates them into a phase of active growth. The
addition of water also serves to lower the temperature.



. - --
= ‘ Sy J .

Woﬁdering what to write abothis weeksent me ofto pick a few flowers and berries tmldcolour tothe cover.

This taskmade me look carefully arourkde garden whe, once | startd looking and seeig, | found plenty of
interest and beauty to picture, such as these Crocus shoots coming up again between the paving slabs.
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Crocus and other plants growing crevice style in the narrow gaps between the slabs where their seed fe
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At thistime ths smdl plungefor Erythroniumis beingtaken over by Crocus nudiflorugth their shootsof
promiseappearing everywheidavingsuchdifferent flowering seasons these plants in perfect harmony.
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| wrote of the delicate nature of Crocus and Colchicunvdigwhich can be easily knocked over in the weather w
have been having but tindlowers are also a welcome source of fréshd for the armies of slugs and snails we
have. One of the down sides of rock gardening is the rocky habitats we create fontsucguaalso provide ideal
places for snail and slugs to live as witnessed by these battered, well ghseeable looking Crocus hybrids.
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Among the great delights of thegetumnflowering bulbs is that no matter how miserable and forlorn they may
look while closed umpn a grey daythey can still turn on the stylghen illuminated and warmed by the sunshine
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weather | sék the beauty driakegreatpleasure in these mixed Colchicum
cultivarsl am sharingabove and in theoflowing series of images
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Most of thebulbswill produce a succession of flowers to take over from those that have fallen oviy Meithe
Crocus the flowerswill still open and close in the sunshieeen when thegrelying on the ground
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Abov my headhe Iigt ilrsthough the anoy of leaves proiddy Rhododendron bureavii and Acer spet
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Evenat this time of yean




Isolating this leaf against a white backgrotmahs it into an object to be studikhdingthe viewer into looking
more carefully aits colour and shap&here weevenget glimpses of the internal cellular structasewell as
appreciatinghe abstract form chewed by some grub or caterpillar.



Autumn sees many plants shuttlng doavrd | prefer where pOSSIb|e to Ieamelr stems and Ieavee sIowa

wither beforecollapsingto the groundo slowly break down returning their goodness back into the Asithey go
through the decaying process they provide both a habitat and a food source for insedts twmdbhecomepart of
the food chain feedg the birds, especially the Tits, which we enjoy watching foraging among the old growths.

The flowers owllum wallichii are subtle anih thls flatllght you will have to look carefully at thls |mage to even
spot them.
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| often return to the subjeof lighting andthere issomething magicaboutwatching theview of thegarden
changing infront of my eyes especiallynoticeableat this time of yeaasplantsandareasareilluminated bythe
low movingsuncausing them tehange from the splaght to shadeshownin thenextsequencef images




| took these the same position using the zoom levithin
how thelight completelychanges the emphasis
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It amazing what you will finchttractsyou when you start lookingnd observingour garderat any time of year.

There are some plants that are in season sushRa¥ FRHD p+ D U Y L Q {ridhB Qat, ¢hly Eocthe Bn@Ygh
the ground in AugusandRoscoea 'Red Gurkha'(left) whose growth appeaeven lateand itsflowers have yet
to open- then both plantsontinueflowering well into the autumn.



