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Beingdyslexc | have always faced
a struggle with writing and

reading. The way | cope witAnd
help remembeiplant names is to
learn the meaning or origin of the

¢ binomial names but that can also
¥ sometimes lead to confusiand
they dondét aightvay
Last week | invented a new species
A when | mistakenly wrote

1 Jeffersoniabiflora instead of
Jeffersonia diphyllal am sure you
can see where the confusion in my
head came from with one meaning
two leaves and the other two
flowers.

Thanksto regular eader Dana
Cromie from Vancouvewho
informedme of my slip whiclby

> : == early Thursday morninghad
F——— S corrected.

Problems of knowing or remembering the names of plants should never come in the way of growing them in
gardens where we catudy or simplyenoy t hem for their al/l beaut,thar f

purpose is to flower, set seed and send their genes into the next genkratgnoups withinthe human population
that want toestablishan order byclassifyng everything.Soring out the speciem thdr natural habitatwhere the
plantsaremostlygeographically separatgd one thing buti gardenswhere we grow many closely related specie:
togetheythere are many more opportunities for hybridisatiod confusion The important thindgor garderrsis

to discover the plants that want to grow in ygarden then concentrate establishinghese Themostadaptable
autumn flowering Crocus cultivation thatseem to tolerate a wide range of garden condiamaiscertainlygrow
well for us include the following specieSrocuskotschyanus, pulchelliend speciosus which have also resulted ir
a population of garden hybridswill also add Crocus nudiflorus to that list of relatively eashaptable species.

The flowers ofCrocus
kotschyanus and
pulchellus are
superficiallysimilar and
in many ways they
serve the same
decorative purpose in
the gardenThis is a
mixed group where you
can comparéirectly
the differencebetween
thar flowers.
Note the central yellow
blotchof thefront left,
Crocus pulchellus
flower, comparing it
wi t h dashaped 6 M
yellow zone ofCrocus
kotschyans on its right.
If you see colours well
you will also notice that
the Crocus kotschyanus
flowers are slightly
more violet with a bit
more red.
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Most of the forms o€rocus speciosusve havegrow quite tall making thélowerssusceptible to falling oveut
they will still openin the warmth from the sunshine.




shown growing through a carpet formed by a Himalayan Cyananthus lobatus hybrid.




Crocus vallicola- this oneappeared in a troughith a New Zealand companiaf Celmisia argentinal he
following foto essay gigsa snap shot of these species and hybrids in our gadtieh changes by the day..

Crocus floers are pping up everhﬂme group is increasing evey year growing in thetiny gap between th
slabs where a seed must have fallethink this is one of te garden hybrid Crocus.




f species and hybrids growing in the small cobble be

Thecrocusseed is most likely to germinate agstablish wheit falls onto some of the many gravel surfaces
around the gardeincluding between thatepping ston@f slabs that make up the paths.




Every day | go round photographlng the crocus flowers and every day there are Mmsrmedthee will be
plentymoreimagesof themappearing in the coming weeks.

The late winter and
spring Crocus

appear very eyl

in the seasartheir
flowers often
appearingefore
manyplantsare in
growththenas the
season advances

the crocudeaves
disappear under

the layers ofarger
greenery agrowth

ges going and the
garden becomes a "" \
summer jungle.
Now the autumn
flowering Croas
are rising through
thoseverylayers
of growthwhich
arecollapsing and
dying back having %
come to the end of
their season.
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The srikin white flowers ofColchicum speciosum albuntontrasting witrthe violet flowers of Crocus
nudiflorus. Because otheir larger leaves we have to terecareful about where we grow the colchictiran we
do with crocus specigall of which have small narrow leaves that will not shade out other plants.

—— '

The trilogy of autumn flowering bulbsColchicum, Cocus and Cyclamefeature across the rock garden bed
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edCrocus nudiflorus with a mixture of Crocus kotschyanus and pulchellus
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The pictures above and below shevocus specios|
that bitsmaller thanmany of the autumn flowering colchicum
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It is like a scene fronbeauy and the beast witthe crocusflowersrepresenting thbeautyas theypokeup through
thecollapsingold growthsonly to getbattered byhebeastof the wildautumnaleather
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A white Crocus speciosus cultivar and Crocus pulchellusiggthroughthe Roscoea




Mving'onto theraised slab bedéhﬁwhere there is a growingupettion of Crocus hybridsthis groupstartednay
years ago whendcatteeda fewof the Crocuseas.

plus years
This isits third crop of leave# hasgrownthis yearas | remove them through the seaddhey get too large.




Crocus andDandelion



