Y. G N
----- 5§N2514$J.;4 - >
&

»
-

v éul

Plct

and text




This is an extension of last
weekds photo
celebrating the season of
the autumn flowering
Crocus which starts around
mid-August lasting through
Septembeand wellinto
October. We had one warm
day last week when | took
most of the pitures
because | knew thabt on
the heels of that warm front
was another storm with
predictions of galeforce
winds and heavy rain all of
which came to pass.
It is wildly stated that the
camera does not lie but any
photographer will tell you
thatit can be used
selectively. How you frame
A\ N S : S SN and compose an image
= oYt i Yo AT S T LN e AN USSR . U N controk how the subject is
shared with the vieweBY focusingin relativelytight on the cover image | was hiding the fact that these beautifu
flowerswere emerging through the chaotic autumn die back.
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| usually prefer a low view point but occasiénally looking straight down on subject, such as into the faises of
group ofCrocus speciosusis the best angle to show the beautiful markingsin the flowers.
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In anticipation of the emerging

crocus Ihadclearedaway much

of the old growth in this area to

allow us to enjoy themerging

flowers. While | was clearing | e N
thought of all the other plants thaly }

are sharing this same bit of /: :

ground. Spring Crocus and oY

other bulbsn addtion to a

number of herbaceous subjeatks

grow here briging a succession

of flowers and interest through

most of the yealWherepossiblel

would always recommend o

growing your crocus from seed g e

this will result in a range of clone & GiE=ss

thatbetteradapt to yougarden, s 1

flower and seed around. If seed i§

not an option then go for some of =

the specialist bulb sellers or beg a few corms from a friend such as we did with the Iover darkctmcmef
speciosusfeatured here and on the cowsith theaim of getting them to set seed hirty-some years agoeav
admired this dark flowed form growing in the late A&airMc Ke |l vi e d s ¢ arliftesl and ganedus & e
few corms Those few cormbiaveincreasedhrough the yearsothclonally by clumping, as seen on the cover, as
well as seeding arourgiving us arange ofclonesmany sharing the same dark colouring.

Before | swﬂched to digital cameraased sllde fllmNherethe cost of each |mage mearhtad tocon5|der very
carefully and limit the number of pictures | todkow with digital | will often take several images of the same
subject usinglifferent angles and viewpoint




Sometimes the old foliage adiiserest to the scene. Here the shape colour anddmwided bythe yellowing
Roscoea foliage supports t@eocus speciosuslowers both literally and visually.
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Across the garden there is anotr area where Crocus flower tRosgbea folliagethere' aresecies and hybrids
including Crocus banaticus, kotschyanus, pulchelygeciosus albus and nudiforugh a Colchicum behind.
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We leave the Roscoea and Crocus to seed around giving the impressibn of a natural envirberiert garden
setting.

Most of the
autumn Crocus
species thagrow
bestin our
northern climate
come from open
wooded habitats
in the wildso
theyhavealready
evolved tothrive
in cooler moist
soils

This natural
selection process
will continue
through
subsequent
generations of
garden seed
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All our Crocus banaticusoriginall nteredhe gard as se@mm various sources thehroughtime they in
turn, havesee@dsotheycontinue to increase.

P il y

Once more changing the view point of the picture gives very differing impression.
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Crocus banatlcus
Dappledlight enhances ik imageshowng up some variation between theflowers.




Many of he irdividual Crocus banaticuscorms increase clonalfprming clusters of identical flowers while the
seedlings display a subtle variation in the size shape and colour of their flasvearshemagebelow.
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Crocus banaticus and Crocus nudiflorus albus

The flowers open widanithe warm air andith a goodly number of pollinatorflying about, mostly hever flies,
we can hope foa good crop of seed which wiibt ripenuntil next springwhen thesealpods push to the surface
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The scer changs quickly as theséwo pictures of group of siwéeavei yclamn hederifolirﬁtakn just a

few days apart show.
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Sometimes | am attracted tapture images afimple subjectsvhenthey are picked at in the light.
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appearing.




You might think thathesetwo smallplungeframesarefor Crocusbut they are Erythroniurftames which at this
time of the year have been taken over@®ypcus The majorityare Crocus nudiflorus in various colowvkich
havebothsea@ledas well agunning about bymeans othe small stolons that grow out from the corms every.year

Not content with taking over thevo frames they are algmpulatingthe gravel path between them



