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Since ancient times anyone who
cultivates plantbecomesaware

of the growing seasons.

You canreadof the
meteorological wintemwhichis
based on the annual temperature
cycle while theastronomical
winter is based on the position of
earth in rehtion to the sun.

We know that theEarthorbits the
Sunandour distantancestors
recognised and built great
monuments marking the point$
the yeawhen the sun was highest
or lowest in the sky

From the momengardenerstart
growingtheylearnhow the
growthof plantsrespondto
conditions, light, temperature and
moisture, not to the date on the
calendar

Dateshoweverareuseful as a
reminder of when to carry out certain taskise autumn flowerig bulbs are triggered ytemperaturgradient
andit is becauseve getcolder earlier in the nortthatour crocus start to flower before thag®wingin the warmer
southi thenin the spring it is the other way round as it takes longer for our temperatuvasiicenough tarigger
theearly flowering bulbsThe autumncrocusareoftenreferred to atate floweringwith the spring ones being the
early ones and relative to thalendaryear that is the case however relative tortgeowthcycleit is those that
flower in the spring that are lat€rocuscorms are replaced annually with a newncocomplete wh flower bud,
forming on top of the oldormsorelative to the growth cyclef these plantd is the autumn flowering specidisat
flower early while the sprinffowersare lateywaiting until after the wintebeforetheyappear
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Here in the north @ are coming tthe end of the autumn floweringocus season in the open garadrere
amazingly despite the stormy weathehe distinctivedlowers of Crocus banaticusarestill calling out for our
attention.



| consider ourselves

fortunate thaCrocus
banaticusgrows so
well in our garden
whereit seedsaround
Through the yearse
have tried andbst many
plantsthat cannot
tolerateour growing
conditions and this
experience has
gradually lead us to
follow the natural
process of allowinghe
plants to choose us.
Every subsequent
generation of garden
seedlings will shift
further towards your
gardensveather and
growing conditions.
While we grow most
Crocus banaticusin
the garden there are a
few like this oneraised
from wild seed, which
we growin a sad bed.




People in warmer
areas may look on in
envy at how well
some of our plants
growin the cool
moist conditionof
our garderbut that
envy is reciprocated
as welook back in
envy at plantssuch as
Sternbergia sicula
thriving and
flowering so freely in
their warm dry soils.

There arenanyplants

that we have learned

to enjoy in other

p e 0 pdardens

There aravays we

can modify our

growing conditions

¥ such as under glass

o T o~ where ve do get a
eds than they didts1 po




Sternbe gia lutea
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btitetwo stormsare just a guide andue to the warmer than avgetemperatureshad to
Sternbergia siculaand Crocus pulchellus

addadditionalwater in between the two

again in early October
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omebulbs such asteSEDchpulcellusa itshyrids grw perfctlywell in the ga?den ut Ikee a fW in
the sand beds where tilewers andyardenergan be protected from any bad weather.
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S0 SR SRS R Sl Interesting to
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Ragiy 4 B 2 s o, note thadue to
> R | e th_ewarme_r_
ey e V[ | : drier conditions
U Ly LR under glasshe
TR C0 T R SRS exact same
2 o o iR w=%. clones flower a
bit later in the
sand beds than
they do in the

garden.




Sand Beds
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Many of the bulbs growing in pots are also coming into leaf.
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In the fo euhd)f he cobbled‘begou seei:rocus'IZotébhyanusancTErocus salzmanniiwith othersbehind




g Ity
hybrids ofCrocus specios

rs ago | dropped some seedCobcus kotschyanus leucopharynxonto the cobble bednow it flowers.
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Regular readers wrllrememberthat thrs started out asa sand bed but th |ce found it too eﬁug/$amﬂg>
eat the cormfeading me tahesuccessfusolutionof pavingover the sand with smatlosely placedgtones which
would prevent the mice from digginghile still allowing the bulbs to grow upnd flowerthrough the gaps.

With the crocudlowerscomrng toan endfor this seasorh‘wrll share the prctures | took on rrgarderwalk




This plantoftengoes under the name Gfr o c us p wépbyhdbutbecause obthe shape and size of its
flowers| am more inclined to believe it is a hybrid whichs some Crocus speciosus imisentagelt increases
well bothvegetativelyand by seed.

-

Crocus speciosus



While it seemdike the autuerfocstowering season iashortone,this self—ownhybrid hasdelivereda
succession of flowerf®r overfour weeks already.
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This groupof Crocus banaticusarefloweringamongsomecollapsing foliageadisplaying thecoloursof autumn
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Crocus and Cyclamen grow well togetheerethe crocusflowers appear above the leavegtlamencoum




The main flowering of these white forms@yclamen hedeifolium has pasedbut the beautiful leaves will be
with usall through the winter and springntil they eventually die back some timext summer

Two different clones of the silver leaved formsQyfclamen hederifolium.



