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Some years ago |
created a series of art
workson paper
combining drawing,
painting and printing
called oOLeaf
theyfeatured the shapes
and patterns of leaves
and as autumn is the
season of leaves it my
topic forthis week
starting withthe over,
showing theglorious
warm yellow leaves of a
Rodgeria sp.
This is one of a number
of Rodgersia sp that we
have around the garden
all of which we raised
from our share of the
ACE seed collecting
expedition to ChinaHereit grows in the challenging coitbns of deepdry shade under Rhododendrons, Acers
and Pines in the jungle that is our front garden. Most of thetlyedRodgersigrows almost unnoticeid the
undergrowthbut when the leaves turn such a bright warm yellow it screantgahibingmy atentionso that |
climb in to take these picture3he colour is matched by the autumn yellow leaves of another @Glantallaria
majalis that also runs about in this habitat.

Less than a met away more leaves of the same plant have yet to turoweNith their stillg
contrasting beautifully as they lie on a colourful warm carpet of fallen Acer leaves.




The smal tngren Iaves growirige
carpeting plant which ns all through the front garden.

Walking up the hill towards our home the early morning sun acted like a spotlight to pick out the top of our clo
pruned tree against the orange reds of the Acer.
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Th colourful canopy of Acers, Pines and Rhododendrotie front grde,rpictured from an upsairs indow
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Below the canpy the fallen leaves, for now, create tb'rm@géolourful texturecbaret
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s left from when | wagimmingthe cloud puned tree.
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The green leaves of Gain oderatum mingle among the red leaves an
exact same place &st yearbut still around the base of the Pine and Acer
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Many plants do not shed all their le e are the evergreen plants which retain their leaves throug
the winter at least until after the new seaépfeaves are formedciphylla glauca is among the evergreen plants

and if you look very carefully the remains of the old leaves can bdysegraround the base.

Pines also hold
onto their
leaves until
long after the
new growth has
emergegdhere
the needles that
are now turning
yellow grew
two years ago
in the spring of
2020.




Pinus nrgra is among a number of trees we have growmrts |ﬁor over forty yearst is by a Iong way the tallest
standing at oveR.8metes from the groundit towers over us. It is much used by thegeof birdsthat visit the
garden fronthe $arronhawks perching ornits lowest branassto the tiny Goldcrests humig for proteinamong

the needles.

In addrtron tothe autumn Ieaf farhnd the evergreen subjects there are the Cyclamigh v recently grown
theirnew leaveshat will sustain them through winter, spring and inéxtsunmer.
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These plants bring a wonderful range of leapsisand patternsevenasinglespeciesuch agCyclamen

hederifolium is worth studying for their variation.

Cyclamen hederifolium
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With no ants imurgrden itis upto the gardeners to dlserse the se@glaimen hederifoliumand we are

now seeing the results of our efforts as n@aats are becoming established in a rangeaffshapes and colours.

Cyclamen hederifolium
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Some plants become mareticeableduringthe autummetreat:with most of its companions already gone
Disporumis among the lagif theherbaceouplantsstanding irthis bulb bedallowing us to see the tracery of its

yellow stems and the colouring of the leaves as st@ayly get eateranddisintegrateleavingjust thedelicate
skeletalremainsshownbelow.




| capture morémagesof the autummnetreat as go round the garden with my cameizch as th@emostly self
sowntree peoniesstill displayingsomegreen leavealongsideothersturningthroughyellow, reds into purples.




Autumn leaves
form beautiful
shapes and
colours athey
pile up on the
ground




Contrasting colouras thebright yellow Hamamelideaves aredlluminatedagainstthe darkshaded background.

More ontrastirg colours this timegreenAcer leaves witliheyellow leavef Hamamelis



