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I love the Ight at this
time of year.
The summelight, when
the sun is higland
shining directly down
does not often create the
most dramatic effects
but when the sun is low
in the skyit casslong
shadows and makes
projections of some
objects onto others.
If it were not forthe
dramatic light the cover
scene would seem flat
and much less
interestingout the light
hitting part of the tree
trunk along with the
projection of the stems
of a large
Rhododendron onto it
makes such a
difference.
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In the same way the stone mushmostands out because of the contrasting light and its imageiiarly projected
in the form of a shadow onto the granite bench.
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The lighting effects are oftditeeting some &astingfor orly a few secondsand so the scene can change quickly bu
then the scene also changes through the year as the plants come in and out.offsegsoden alsohanges from
year to yeans plantgrow and matue- somemaydie while new ones will appear so itager changing

. - , R Having been celebrating
' @‘\ N i R o ¥ the autumn coloured
4 : - ¥ ¥ L | % leaves in recent weeks
they have started to
make that change from
the lovelycolours to the
wet brown mass that
needs cleared away to
the compost heaps. |
have taken advantage of
some nice sunny days to
gather leaves of the
paths initially. | start
with a snow shovel
which is brilliant for
pushingtheleavesalong
the paths into reps
where | then use my
hand paddles tecoop
themup, droppingthem
into a large bag to either
go direct the compost
heap or pass them
through my shreddeif
| have it out.
After the initial pass with the s nbredsthdleavegds théy pass
into thecollection bag but wet leaves quickly clog it up as they pass though the small attached shredder so |
to switch it to blowing the leaves into piles.




I have used the focus in this |magdur.e your eyes awy from the Iantern and backgroumhlch ae sllghtly
blurry, towards thesharp focus area at thettom of the picture where the white brancbes S Hoandgudigs are
growing on the stump of a treghich we cut down a number of years agbe stump was just too big to dig out.
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| usually spot nature in éhwild fields and woodthenfind itreeted or mimicked in the garden bspbtted
St aklodndungiin the gardemhensawit growingon dead woodbelow)later whilewalking round the wild
areas.
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| then found these amazing growths undegédRhodo'é'ndrons, Yew and other trees in the old estate and |
presume these are variations of the Stagb6s Horn

root structure.
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A nice contrast in the gaen between these ferns that will sty gf]'f'en all winter and the yellowing Roscoea fo
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m the woods which was sown

immediately then placed undershin the hope of stimulating an early geratian but after some six weekkthe

summer no growth appeared so | placed the pot outside to take the weather. After a few weeks germination <

so | speculate that while we know there is a minimum teatpes required for germinationmay have been

simply too warm in the mist unit for the seed to germinatigh the milder than average November temperatures |

should be able to grow the seedlings a bit bigger before they shut down for the winter wifiéncantes.




Most of theCyclamen hederifoliumflowers have passed with the coiling stems pulling the fertilised seed caps
down to sit on the ground until next summer when the seed will be released to germinate.
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In a neaby plant newly germinang seedling leaves can be seen alongside this years coiled stems
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| have employedhe same selective focus in timsage to highlight the fallerslightly chewed crocus flowersying
on a bed of yellowed foliage to indicate that thecusflowering seasoin the garders almost at an enahtil it
returnsafter the winter psses wheit will be the turn otthe spring flowering forms bloom




| like to have a pho?ograh'reérdof the trugs through "[Hé yealchs t s we
theyhave grown into each othfarming a hard mat of foliage covering more than half of the surface
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Group of troughs.




What we record when we take a pictura fleetinginstantthat may bainiquesuch as the way these two leaves
have fallen stopped me in my tracks to admire the relationship between the two forms and the road surface. T
arrangementvastotally randomand | was drawn tthe inteplay between thpositiveshapes, the leaves, and the
negative spacthe shapes of the roduetweerthen a few steps further on | found another stunning stilbifew.



