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Our weather can changery quickly-i t i s often s aid if y 0 Uu-adanplétd

changecan happelrn15m|ns This has been a record breaking week of weathera/mtéwNovembemlgh
X W : temperaturdeing
recorded in many
places.
Lossiemouth, 70
miles away on the
Moray Firth, had a
daytime highof
19.1C and even in
Aberdeen the night
time temperature
was around 14C
when the long term
average for
November isa high
of 9C with a low of
3C- these are
averages not
extremes
Thewarm front
was drivenn from
the wesby strong
windsladen with
heavy rairkeeping
me inside looking
| ; through the water
lashed windowsOnce the rain stoppede warm W|nd$1elped drythe ground and fallen leaves @lowing me to
takefull advantage othe fine periods géhg on with the autumn clear uyy lifting leaves




The leaves blowing in from the street are usually the trigger for me to start clearin
drivessol also made atart on that this week with this pictuiskrowing thebeforéé

moving most of the leaves and old growth, the ground will get a chance totd
is provided we get suitablgeather Many more leaves will get blown but| have all winter tacomplete thelear
up before the new gmeth starts with the early bulbs appearing around February.

2,

out




| canot g et ,haywsaepnea‘peiIlmprdminemeai;this time fn their leaves fall away
revealing their skeletal structure. A&ork on the driveghe low sunlight hits some trees in the graveyard across t
roadilluminating themso they stand out conspicuouslyainst the ominous grey skies.
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Also now leaflessthe lovely branches and bark of theer griseumin the front gardexdrawmy attention
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While | enjoy the deciduous nature of many trees the evergreen subjects prgpodantstructural elements

around the garden suchReododendron pachysanthumwhich is never without its beautiful highly decorative

leaves] am also pleased to seathlespite the dry summer months a&edy short annual growth many of the
rhododendrons still have fat flower buds to provide flowers next year.
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Rhododendron rex fictolacteumwith extremely suntednew grhbut still it has broduced flower buds.




Sadl many Larch trees
are dyingaround the
country as
Phytophthoraspreads
through the plantations
but we can still enjoy
the beauty of the cones
and foliage in this
small bonsail
especially like it as it
forms a golderyellow
globebefore the
needles dropff.
Gardeners are
understandably
attracted to flowers
often growing plants
for their blooms alone
but we need to ask
ourselves why we are
so fixated on the
flowers, fascinating as
they are, when they are
often very short lived.
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We should prioritise ipwing and planting with the foliage and structure of the plants in becduse these are
prominent for months rather théme fewdays or weeksf flowers To that end | am not showing any of the
flowers that are out this week, there are a fewstead am concentrating on foliage and the wonderful structures
revealed as the leaves falNe spend much of the year looking down at the ground level plantings but now they
have retreatedndergrounaur eyes can look upwards at the many trees and shrubsgromgh above our heads.
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A garden should have a good balance between deciduous and evergreentbeldpggetsbecomingiore
prominentin the winter when so many of the trees shed their leaves
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Our trees dondt al | tirde:tlepcertjapanicum on thee deft aesjustsstarting to eolowr apm:
now while the largécer platanoides 'Crimson King' to the righf whose red foliage is so dominant in the
summeris now stripped down to bare branches.



Much of the gardeis flower power cores early in the year before the trees leaf than the atmosphere of the
garden changes completely as the canopy devalupsve feel more enclosed in amall woodland then in the
autumn,it all opens up again when the leaves drop and the gardesrésopen to the skidsr seven months

-/ /r. s 8, 3 J,

Our deciduous trees include Acer, Betula, Cotoneasi@Borbus with the evergreens represented by
Chamaecypari®ines and Yewsamong othersThe woodland atmosphere also attracts a wide rahiieds to
feedon the berries we have already had flocks of Redwings eating the berries with many smalleebutsly

foraging among the trees fgrubs and othensect food.
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esare drawn down attracted kye silver foiage of some Celmisia pﬂ‘s o
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This clumpstarted
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out as a single rosett dsw growing ing
roots as they groyspread ouproducing thessecondary rosettes. It is very easgptit off some off the smaller
rosettesomplete \ith a few roots to form a new plant.




That is exactly what | did a few years ago when | pudleasetteoff the original plantre-planting it immediately
in this new locatiof | have had succe$isis way with a number of the Celmisia doing thing/ time through the
autumn, winter and early spring when the weather is cool and moist.

Raised from see
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in our area as can be seen by the
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| think this is a form or ybrid of Celmisia spectabilis it grows extremely well
many large patches Incalfront gardes. It is easy to remove a side rosette or lift and split a large clump and so
has been passed around the neighbourhooddayyears. My suspicion is that it originally came from Jack

Drakeds Nursery, possibly even bought at an SRGC




Celmisia hectorii



