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Two of themost important factors that should concern gardeners are weather and location. Taking weather fir
often say that in Aberdeen we dondt Thibgall depends onthe wn
way the wind is blowing. This week the higressure that brought the mild conditions of recent weeks sat to the
east of ustrapping an Atlantic low pressure front, laden with water, right over us resultowgiil50% othe
average November rain falling a fewdaysand the rain has been comgtao | have spent most of the time looking
out at the garderhtough the rain soaked windows. As the weather has kept aticount oneof this weeks
picturesare looking backhrough my archivesomel copiedfrom slides taken long before | went dajitn 2000.

The weather has a huge influence over the plants we grow in our glistgnthere is the often discussed question
of hardinessvhich sounds like a simple question-afhat itis the lowest temperature that a plant talte before it
dies? Havever t is far from simple there are so many other factors that come into the equation such as water
levels, ground conditions, aspestiage of growthto namebut a few. As a general rule plants will survive colder
temperatures if they are on the drgesmuch better than they might if fully hydrated is easy to work out that if
the pgants cells are loaded with water, which expands and contracts as it freezes and thaws, the celbSthecture
plantis more likely togetdamaged.

There are some a@hts that we consider hardy here that are described as not hardy in the warmer south. The m
reason for that is the plant in thermer conditions of theouth willmostlybe in a more advanced stage of growth
making it vulnerable to any late frosts while a idlenticaltime in the colder north #sameplant has not started
into its seasonal growthwe regularly see our plants come into growth séone to six weeks after they would do
in the southPerhaps the question of hardiness shouldradsoinclude plan s t hat candét surv
heat some gardens are experiencing in recent years. Even we are seeing some plants that hvae# fgrown
decadestarting tosuffer orevendie in the hotter dry spring and summer conditiohsecent yearand thesare

far less extreme thathoseexperiencedn the south.
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Aberdeen sits right on the North SRHICh has the effect of moderatlng demperaturewarmlng in the winter and
coolinginthesummes 0 we dondét get the sever e | modweseascexperiericeg h
There arananyadaptions we can make to help some plants survive cold wet and hibiedmyost important of
which is adjusting the soils to improve drainage or moisture reteft@solution for both is t@ddgrit andor
humus. The adton of grit will open up heavy clay soils allowing water to drain away better while at the same
time the additional surface argat brings tolight sandy soilsvill improve the water retentiosimilarly adding
humus will help open heavy soils and retmoisture in light soils.



We have also employed
covers to protect plants
from excessive winter
wet and to desser
degreehecold but my
preference is to try
adjusting the soils and
habitas, mostly by
building raised beds
and employing rocks
so the plants cabetter
tolerate the weather.
The location is also a
major factor and | know
a few people who have
moved home to an area
that has more suitable
weather and ground
conditions for the
plants they want to
grow but this is not an
option for everyone.
i, : Locationwithin a
garden is also |mportant and sometlmes moving a plant by 30cms can make a differencerdt aglantgrows.

Observant gardenersy, -

will get to knowthat &

their garden is full of

micro-climates that

arefurther

influenced by what

we plant.Trees and :

large shrub have the &

biggest effect on the &

garden conditions

most obviously by

the shade¢hey cast

which can be an

advantage to some

plants and a

disadvantagéo /o

those that like direct §%

sun. :

Rock gardeners are

very familiar with

the benefit that a

rocky landscapeon

any scalebrings for

the smaller plants

and alpines S 4 b RN e - )

The gaps between the roquwdea W|der range of habltater plantsto epr0|t The most important lesson for a
gardenerand it is sometimes a hard one to accept, is to learn to grow the plants that grow well in yownsonditi
To that end we were lucky that we were attracted to the small, mostly wild species, that we saw growing at Je
Drakes Indwriach Nursery in the Highlandlants that the nursery had already selected to grow in a similar
climate
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Leucogenes leontpodiumwa s one of rst NZ plants

Jack Drake had a special interestgrowing and propagatinpe mountain plants of New Zealand maxfiyvhich
we boughibon our early visitso his InshriachNursery Theseplantshadbeenpreselectedt Inshriachto our

Scottish weather and | feature a selection of them ifotleving sequence of images

Leucogenes grandiceps




Leucogenes grandiceps
To flower well the Leucogenes need some exposure to sunshine similaglysthen formng Cémisia argerga
belowtends to produce flowers on the south facing side only, thdies it isgrowing here in the Northern
Hemisphere.
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There are a range of Celmisia species from the larger rosette formigmxr‘reas abové¢o the shoer gowing

ones that spread out to form great mats of silver foliage. It is not always clear cut to identify the different spec

Celmisia bonplandii ?
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Celmisia walkeri

Celmisia incana




Celmisia seedling




Celmisia brevifolia
We often have to cut the mats kas they spread out over the paving slabs that form the path but as you will se
below the cuttings are not wasted as most of them are rooted and turned into new plants




Cuttings oftheRaoulia eximiaraised from NZAGS seed astiown belowalso root well under mist provided they
are taken earlguringthe plands active groving periodduring the spring.




Raoulia eximia

It is often written that
you should neveallow
waterto fall on the
cushion of Raoulia
eximia- this was not my
experience we kept this
plant growingfor 12
years by constaly
wateing it overhead
with a hosepipe.

We raised this plant
along with many of
those falling from seed
we got through thélew
Zealand Alpine Garden
Societyseed exchange
if you are agll
interested recommend
you follow the link
belowto ther excellent
website andecome a
member.

New Zealand Alpine
Garden Society




