


This week we
woke up to the
first snow of the
winter, therewas S
not a lot and once §
daylight came
precipitation
switched between
rain and snow
beforethe ground
turned to ice as thes
temperatures
dropped again.
The rain took most
of the snow away
but then the skies
cleared and
without the
blanket of cloud
the temperatures
dropped well
below freezing.

One of the great thing about Zoom eiilsg/ve get to chat with friends acrbsé the warhdl while attending a
zoom talk from Toront@n Sundayightwe talked of the weather with some peopleanthern Canada already
having minus30C making our low temperatuoé -11C this Tuesday mornirgeem pathetic but it is all relative.
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Returning brlefly toone of myrecent topis of hardinessl haveread ad heard various comments about how to
grow a lovely dwarf shrub frorthe OlympicMountainof western North AmericaPetrophytum hendersonii
Some suggest it should beown in a pot under glass but Wwave grown it unprotected outside in a number of
habtats for over thirty years and olargestplant,shown in thesgictures is almost 80cms across. Trying out

plants in your garden is the best way to discove]



Petrophytum
hendersonii

As the snow melts
away you can see
the plant better
especially where
the foliage parts
revealing the
shrubby nature of
the growth.

Through the years
we have often cut it
hardback where it
encroaches on other
plantsfollowing our
usual thrifty routine
of rooting the
cuttings to make
new plants.
New growth buds
emerge from all the
~way down the small
. twiggy stems so
“» you can cut it back
i hard.
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As | walked round the garden to see what was of interest to share it was som@aﬁrtbeaceathat drew my

attention such as rosettes bfaberlea rhodopensis growing in a number of habitatall looking really healthy
During our relatively hot dry spring and summer these plants can look terrible as the leaves shrivel but rather
dying this is a protective measure plantshave evolved to ithstand hot dry periods thewhen it cools down
andwhen themoisture ' : ;

returns theleavesplump

up as theyehydrate.

This adaptation makes

such plants ideal subjects

for planting in walls wheref

they grow amazingly well

A few years ago | split an

old sprawling plant

replanting some of the

rosettes back in the

refreshed ground, formin

the healthy plant in the

previous picture, then |

plantedthe other divisions

in the shadyorth sideof

this wall Like many -3

plants in cultivation they /

survive and grow st

when lifted, divided and

replanted every so often

now rather than thene : : .

original large sorry ' . BT

looking sprawlingplant we have a rejuvenated plant with several nestablished outliergrowing along this waII
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Of course it is well known thaiaberleaand its relatives grow well in crevices like this but there is a much more

unlikely subject to be found growing round st of thesame circular wallObviously not this time of yeat
took the nexsequence gbictures earlier i2022.

| would never
have thought to
plant Erythronium
in such an
unlikely habitat
but nature has a
much better
imagination and |
saw the light when
a few seeds of
Erythronium
revolutum
droppedrom the
top of the bednto
the crevicewvhere
they germinated
and grew

Nat ur eds
lesson for
gardenerss to be
more adventurous
in where we grow
plants using alfthe
garden habitats
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Sout'si e of
| have discusseblulbs growing increvices e f or e but goi ng back Ithobhghtotwabh t

revisitingthe subject usingictures | may not have shown previously. Most of this wall, shown in the previous
three images, is close to vertical but the south sith abit more of a slopds now well populated by aever
increasing number of Erytimiumsas they seed around.




This sectio afsed to be covered by a large old plant of Saliticulosa

(hylematicg. In recent years this sprawling willow has died back to just a few small healthy areasan be seen
complete with catkins in the top left of the pictuteuded to grow so welhat | had ¢ trim it back hard every year
until the recent effects of global warming has seen it decline in our relatively warmer drier summers. The loss
Salix has opened up the opportunity for us to continue the seeding colony of erythronium all along the south 1

Growing plants in walls like
this is not newgardeners have
been planting walls for well
over a hundred yearplants
like Primula margiata are
especially suited but | am not
aware of seeing bulbous plants
growing in this way until | was
enlightened by nature in the
garden. Since | was shown the
way | have been encouraging
the plants by scattering the
seeds and even planting the
occasiorl bulb seedlings
directly into the crevices.
Young seedlings and seed
establish much better than
trying to plant mature bulbs
and in addition to the
Erythroniumwe alsohave
Allium, Crocus, Galanthuand
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Erythronium revolutum an{Pseudo)rillium rivale are all growing together in the crevices with populations of
plantsall the way from first yeaseedlinggo matureflowering sized one of the aims in our garddram fascinated

to watch how they evolvehg term as they compete with each other for spgaagefully nature will find a balance.
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Regular readers will also remémbér my pr6 ect inespby a wild habitat | visited in Southern Oregon, of
establishing a seeding population of (Pseudo)Trillium rigakcading dowthis section of the wall.
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In the dark cold winters y it is worthsharin some more icturs of this wall plantin.










