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For many years we have applied a
Ot hree staroddesr ahe
the plants we introduce to the garden.
Gererally if we try a plant and & it
three times we stop trying and move
onto to other plants but sometimes the
challenge of trying to find how &can
adapt the conditions to satisfy a
particular plant drives me to keep
trying. We have looked with envy at
great colonies of wekstablished
Cyclamen coumproducing wonderful
colourful displays so early in the year
in many gardens and that encouraged
usto keep trying. We have raised them
in the past from Cyclamen Society
seed and a few miserable plants have
AR Y 5 ‘t’ oW b 4 B s = held on and even produced the odd
e e S flower but they never look happy.
Then back around 2008 at the very time when | was making this small sarahieszhe sent us a packet of
Cyclamen coum seed which | just mixed in with the sand. To my surprise and delight it seems that by accider
found a suitable habitat to accommodate this plant in our garden. It seeded around gently at first until | decide
stop removing the moss that wanted to gedvover the sand and since thiars Cyclanenseeds like crazy into the
MOosSs.
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With this small established colonlye only problem had now was distribution. Trenly vectorsthatspreadhe
seeds in our ariess garden are gravity and me so the seeds tend to germinate in clusters where the capsule |
down Sometimes | wiltransplant some of the seedlirggefullylifting themout of the mosghenreplaning them
quite easilyfurther along the bed
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Thereis a good range of colours in theSgclamen coumfrom paléfd dark pink with the ajority bing in the
mid-range.




On Monday & March the Wihterreturned covering the garden with a light layer show élbngﬁ with freezing

temperatures down to minus 6C
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Cyclamen coum
Thesewinter flowering plants ave evolved to cope with sucbnditionsonly serving to makéhem more beautiful
as their flowers in shades of pink stand out more clearly against the snow white background.



The next day we woke tanfd it had been snowing most of the night turning the garden into a winter wonderlanc
You can just make out the shape of the small rectangular sand bed shown above in the centre left foregrounc

Returning tahe picturés | took before the snaawrived While each individual plant is beautiful and worthy of our
attention it is the combination of them all growing togther that provides the true spectacle.
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er grey fdth of Cyclamen hederifoliunan autumn flowerng speci,esit the earlflowsrig rnthis,
Galanthus, Leucam and Helleborus all of which are growing and seeding around across the garden.
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rden wakens up.

A view looking across some of the bIb beds as the ‘
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Because we introduced selections suchrasthisdé Or

a now@® dSchivefelglanzwhose seedling tend
towards the same colour as the seed paseatare starting to see a nice variation in the colour oEthathis
hyemadis seedlingsaaround the garden

The glorious
yellow flowers of
Eranthis
hyemalisareall
part of the
seasonal displays
we enjoy in the
gardenThe

S flowers need
® temperatures

above 6C and
open fully at 9C.
The day | took
these pictures
was the only day
this yearthat it
was mild enough
for the flowersto
open
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nt i n e an the ddd Bydhe pond because it does not set seed. |[bhis a
us more control over its increase where we want to encosoage of thetherplantsto seed arouh
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Flower'ing with

and variousCrocus.If you look carefully at these pictures you should be able to see that there are many seedli

leaves of varying ages scattered around the flowering plants




Because we dondét wuse | abels in the gar dsargrowingi | |
which is what | am doing here. When | wrote about Eranthis pinnatifida last month | mentioned that it was not
doing so well in the open garden as | had hoped and at that time it had not apee&led there are leavesam
three plants inhis picture- can you spot thefiTo help | have marked them with a thin yelloircle.

TheEranthis pinnatifida seedlingsin the pots are growing well so ndhatl see that the few | planted dilie
other yeaire in growth | will plant moref thetwo and three year old seedlingst this year.



