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The garden asshownonh e cover picture has gone through a n
Log, the mosihoticeablebeing the emergence of the leahopy. Bufirst | wantto take you on an exploratiaf

the localnature which is the main influence on our gardeiepefully you will see how we adojt planting style
basedn what | seén this picture oBluebells and Wild Garlic in a local woowe do draw from a wider range of

plants from across the world but more and more | find the local wild flowers especially at this time of year ver
appealing.

Primula vulgaris
(Primrose) andAllium
ursinum (Wild Garlic)
are the main subjects
growing here at the base
of a large tree but take
note how they are growing
among many other plants
including grasses not
alone surrounded by bare
ground. The Primula grow
so well hereeven during
thelong dryperiodswe
sometimes get at this time
of year much better than
they would isolated in a
garden bedDense ground
coverplanting shadgthe
ground, reducing
=4 evaporationcreatingits
7 - G, 5 X/J own moistatmosphere
supportlnghe plantgduring dryperlods At a hlgher Ievelhetreecanopyhas asimilar effect which we can
physicallyfeel as we walk around going in and out of sh&enbiningboththetree and grountevel cover
providesthe plantgmaximum support.
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Allium ursinum (Wild Garlic)
Nature does not like bare ground asgheen carpets shown in thgsetures show

At the other side of the dyyrrhis oderata (Swet Cicely)is the firs of the thbelliferaeto flower.




rsinum (Wild Garlic) and othersl  d o n C
like using the weed wordto me it is more a state of mind than a definition of a plant | do recognise that some
wild flowers carbe invasive and disruptive to natural habits when introduced to a foreign land but where they

native they form part of the ecosystem.

This mass
planting of
Taraxacum
officinale
(Dandelions)
are growing in
a fenced df
building site
which is
waiting for
planning
permissions
but for now it
is a haven for
wild flowers
providing a
welcome food
source for the

; A giv ¥ : birds and

e Ny : | : ‘ > insects.

e i B a We need these
wild areas for nature and | am pleased to see that the gardening world is slowly adopting a more relaxed attit
these wildflowers to the extent that some so cal
great effectFor all the plants | am showing in this sequence of pictures ask yourself if a plant that looks as got
this, comes free, groweasily and is beneficial to wildlife why should we not grow it rather than spending a lot o
money on plants that are not native, often challenging to growasxiblyshort lived?
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There are pably enoudbandelions seeds this one site to fill every gard@mthe area but they are enjoyed by
the Goldinchesasnd ot her birds but ¢ andwilenotsurvivd. f al | on st

| could not get through the fence to confirm which of the buttercups this is but | suspect it is Raraor& thest
is creatingthis stunning mass of shiny yellow flovggrwhat a feature it could make in a garden.
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Galium oderatum is the most decorative and amenatfl¢his gnu§ the grden where its low growth spreads
out, forming a wonderfusoft greerground cover through which all the other plagrtsw successfulland at this
time of yearthere isanadditional spectaclasit is covered ina froth ofwhite flowers
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Using f)lants from ar nature coveing the grund inuf)lants so that th
is no longer visible.




Still in the front gardentree and shrubs including Rhododendrons brovid te$atlmturalplants rilg upn
tiersover the shorter plants and ground cover

Rhodndrons
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This large sprawling forty year oRhododendron yakushmanum 'Koichiro Wada'  will need to be cut back
where it spreads out over the waicroaching oveaihe pavement.




Moving to the back gardethere is a significant change with the emergence ofgatcanopyBelow
shrubsthe Bluebellsfloweringin this areaepresenat leasthefourth wave of floweringn our seasonal sequence

taking overfrom the manyearly flowering bulbsvhich have or are in the processetreaing underground
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The Bluebellsa mixture ofHyacinthoides hispanica, Hyacinthoides noscripta and intermediate hybrids grow
so well that they are often described as weeds but they provide excellent colour and a food source for pollina
We prevent them from becoming a problem by plucking the stéhadter the flowers fade to prevent them
seedingaround too mucin addition we alsdift and thinout the bulbs from time to time.
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Pickin up

the colour theme a line
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f Bluebells leads you

above and in the picture belasvin full bloom.
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