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The garden as shown on the cover picture has gone through a number of seasonal changes since last monthôs Bulb 

Log, the most noticeable being the emergence of the leaf canopy. But first I want to take you on an exploration of 

the local nature which is the main influence on our garden.  Hopefully you will see how we adopt a planting style 

based on what I see in this picture of Bluebells and Wild Garlic in a local wood. We do draw from a wider range of 

plants from across the world but more and more I find the local wild flowers especially at this time of year very 

appealing.   
 

 

Primula vulgaris 

(Primrose) and Allium 

ursinum (Wild Garlic)  
are the main subjects 

growing here at the base 

of a large tree but take 

note how they are growing 

among many other plants 

including grasses not 

alone surrounded by bare 

ground. The Primula grow 

so well here even during 

the long dry periods we 

sometimes get at this time 

of year much better than 

they would isolated in a 

garden bed. Dense ground 

cover planting shades the 

ground, reducing 

evaporation, creating its 

own moist atmosphere 

supporting the plants during dry periods.  At a higher level the tree canopy has a similar effect which we can 

physically feel as we walk around going in and out of shade. Combining both the tree and ground level cover 

provides the plants maximum support.  



 
Allium ursinum (Wild Garlic)  

Nature does not like bare ground as the green carpets shown in these pictures show. 
 

 
At the other side of the dyke Myrrhis oderata (Sweet Cicely) is the first of the Umbelliferae to flower. 



 
Alliaria petiolate (Hedge Garlic) is growing here along with Allium ursinum (Wild Garlic)  and others. I donôt 

like using the weed word - to me it is more a state of mind than a definition of a plant - but I do recognise that some 

wild flowers can be invasive and disruptive to natural habits when introduced to a foreign land but where they are 

native they form part of the ecosystem. 
 

This mass 

planting of 

Taraxacum 

officinale 

(Dandelions) 
are growing in 

a fenced off 

building site, 

which is 

waiting for 

planning 

permissions, 

but for now it 

is a haven for 

wild flowers 

providing a 

welcome food 

source for the 

birds and 

insects.   

We need these 

wild areas for nature and I am pleased to see that the gardening world is slowly adopting a more relaxed attitude to 

these wildflowers to the extent that some so called óweedsô were shown in some of the Chelsea show gardens to 

great effect. For all the plants I am showing in this sequence of pictures ask yourself if a plant that looks as good as 

this, comes free, grows easily and is beneficial to wildlife why should we not grow it rather than spending a lot of 

money on plants that are not native, often challenging to grow and possibly short lived? 



 
There are probably enough Dandelions seeds at this one site to fill every garden in the area but they are enjoyed by 

the Goldfinches and other birds but ósome will fall on stony groundô and will not survive. 
 

 
I could not get through the fence to confirm which of the buttercups this is but I suspect it is Ranunculus acris that 

is creating this stunning mass of shiny yellow flowers ï what a feature it could make in a garden. 



 
Arriving back home I am greeted by the front garden with its nature inspired, ground covering, sequential planting. 

 

 
Galium oderatum is the most decorative and amenable of this genus for the garden where its low growth spreads 

out, forming a wonderful soft green ground cover through which all the other plants grow successfully and at this 

time of year there is an additional spectacle as it is covered in a froth of white flowers. 



 
Using plants from around the world we imitate what we see in nature covering the ground in plants so that the earth 

is no longer visible. 
 

 
 A number of Peonyôs join in the mix. 



 
Still in the front garden, trees and shrubs including Rhododendrons provide the taller structural plants rising up in 

tiers over the shorter plants and ground cover. 
 

 
Rhododendrons 



 
This large sprawling forty year old Rhododendron yakushimanum 'Koichiro Wada'    will need to be cut back 

where it spreads out over the wall encroaching over the pavement. 
 

 



 
Moving to the back garden; there is a significant change with the emergence of the leaf canopy. Below the trees and 

shrubs the Bluebells flowering in this area represent at least the fourth wave of flowering in our seasonal sequence 

taking over from the many early flowering bulbs which have or are in the process of retreating underground.  
 

 
The Bluebells, a mixture of Hyacinthoides hispanica, Hyacinthoides non-scripta and intermediate hybrids grow 

so well that they are often described as weeds but they provide excellent colour and a food source for pollinators. 

We prevent them from becoming a problem by plucking the stems off after the flowers fade to prevent them 

seeding around too much in addition we also lift  and thin out the bulbs from time to time. 



 
Picking up the colour theme a line of Bluebells leads your eye towards Corydalis óCraigton Purpleô on the left 

above and in the picture below is in full bloom. 
 

 
Corydalis óCraigton Purpleô 


