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So what are wee@s

Okay, | confesgo being a
6weedy gardene
am justreturning to the roots
of my interest in plantsAs a
boy | became interested in the
wild plants that | saw growing
initially around our area of
Scotland so it is no surprise
that the circlenow closes.

My interest spread out to
include plants from across the
world with a particular
emphasis on how they grow in
their native habitats and now |
find myself increasinly
attracted back to those plants
often considered to be weeds
which in our garden are
allowed b grow alongside
international visitors such as
the Cyananthus lobatus

hybrid as seen on the cover

Many gardeners include the beautiful white daisy flow@radacetum parthenium, Feverfew as a weed but just
consider some of the advagés of growing it in your garden where a succession of flowers over many weeks a
food for the eye as well as for the many garden visiting pollinadosg with manyof theother so calledveeds
Feverfew been appreciated for centuries by herbalistaéamedicinal properties this herb delivers.

R -

Cyananthus lobatus hyr




A recently planted
small international
community
consisting of
Oreomyrrhis
argentea, Achillea
millefolium,
Potentilla reptans
andGeranium
robertanium are
growing at the
other endbf this
slab bedThis
planting replaces
theHimalayan
Geum reptans
whichfor forty
yearshas grown
well for us
spreading out and
seeding around
until in the last few
years our weather
became warmer
and drier-
conditionsthat ths
plant could no
longertolerate and sadly it died out in this bed. Fortunately some of themseif seedlings are still growing and
perhaps through generations of garden $&&ain reptanwill be able to adjust its tolerance to the changing
weather.

| learned about growing

plants in groups like this

from observing nature

wherel haveoften sea

communities of plants

with plenty of space

huddled togethemot in

competitionbut

supporing each other.

Here | was interested

with the similarity

between the foliage of th

Australian =

Oreomyrrhisand our own &

nativeAchillea. s

We have been fortunate

through most of our

gardening life to have hagg

easy access to seed and €

have been able to ,: ‘n@ .

introduce plants collectedg % !‘ k2, ;

mostly from the mountains and harsh enwronmehtbe world but nowlere are many regulatlons thlastrlct or
forbid such exchanges of seed and plants across borders. We are not the first generation to introduce plants
British Isles it has been going on since the very first hunter gathers ventured across thddbddgedge
connecting us to mainland Europe when sea levels were much thwieg the end athe lastice Age Many of
the wild plants or weeds we see growing in Scotland have been intrduplathansat some time in our history







Moving beyond the tragh area the garden becomes more like a wild uncared for area at this time of year but
looking among this peakeasorof foliage there are many internatiowaitors flowering.




Roscoea alpina
grows in a
number of areas
including here
where it is
seeding around
among Arisaema
and Primula.
The many early
growing plants it
shares the bed
with have
finished their
annual growth
and now rest out
the summer
months
underground until
they reappear
next spring.
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We think we select the pani\ze grow and in the short term that is true but in t

select us. If they are suited to yarowing conditions and can tolerate your weather they will seed around and
settle in likeRoscoea alpina




It seems to me that is often the plénts that caolerate the widestide rang of conditions and that seed around
prolifically, such aCampanula persicifolia, are those that are rejected as weedy. | see many of these plants to
a valuable part of our garden with soomatrol such as dead heading to reduce the amount of seeding.

Leucanthemum vulgare
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Lilium martagon
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y some of the O6weedsd t ha
garden poviding valuable found resources for pollinators and other wild life as well as creating the wild garde
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Some may be horrified
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Eucomis bicoloris always lat¢o arrive atth
shoots do not emerge until well inialy.

Eucomis bicolor




| would like to have mor@apaver rhoeagaboveg andPapaver somniferum(below) but | suspect that when left

to theirown devices much of the seed gets eaten so this year | will collect some and sow it in situ in the spring
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Among the seed eaters are the large population of House Sparrows that make free with the facilities including
the bulb house sand beds wttbey are dry through the summer for dust badmmetimes as many as 50 at a time
| have also been busy repotting the bulbs. If you want to read more about that check back through the previo
years of tha&Bulb Logwhere you will find | have written extensively about the methods we use to grow bulbs.
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LateJuly is when | cut the hgeﬁhhaggy gro can be séerihe prviusicturbut nw I that rovvth
is shredded and composting in pilesward the garden where it will be spread later as a mulch.



https://www.srgc.net/bulblog.asp

Prunella vulgaris is
another plant that
introduced itself to
the gardenl was
delighted when first
spotted the seedling
growing througtthe
cracks between the
paving slabs and
since then we hae
enjoyed watching it
seed oytforming a
nice colony attracting
many pollinators over
a very longflowering
season.

Depending on the
growing position this
plant can form a flat
mat on top of which
are many short
racemes of flowers.

But its scape carqually well extend to push the flowers up into the laghere where it grows in the shade of a
trough. It is an equally good trough plant.



