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changing from the summer to the autumn flowering plants. This one is twining up the stem of a gligitétig at

the edge of the bed beside fiend where | spotted the very first of the autumn flowering crocus flowering amon
a carpet of Geranium robertianum foliage. Soon | hope manyenacasesvill flower here and | have a decision
whether to remove the low growing geranium foliage, whose dheglbelped retain moisture in the ground, or

ours where we work in
harmony with nature.
Regular rainfall through
this summer hakadthe
resultthatthe foliage o
many plantss still
growing. The growth of
Uvularia grandiflora has
not been driven back to
an early dormancy like
it has in the last few hot
dry years and it is
partially hiding the
emergingCyclamen
hederifoliumflowers
giving me anothe
decision to take. The
Cyclamen flowers will
flower whether | cut the
5 N : B 5 . R Uvularia back or not so
s L e, N 8 e N : 3 it is more a matter of
aestheticand | will probably choose a compromise by bendiogne of the Uvulariatemsto reveal more of the
cyclamenwith cutting back to a minimum.




moister summer conditiofi®usomis bicolorwhich isdisplaying
stronger growth than it has for a few years. This is a South African plant that has evolved with summer rain fa
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Eucomis bicolorgrows happily with many plants iluding the spring and autumn flowering bullsd it isfrom
suchcombinations and associations of plants growinggtioer that | gt most pleasure




The nexttwo close images shownatherCodonopsis greywilsoni twining upthroughthe lower branches af
largeRhododendromnvith Ros c oea 0 Har v i(belgw) growing imfpoet of ibat yodt do not gahat
information from a close up picture which is whai$olike to use wider viewshowing the context of the plants.
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Here you can se&¢ roscoean front of the Rhododendron wignCodonopsisflower just visible peeking ddrom
behindtheRo s c o ea 0 Ha r v i. hhig Rascoed omgpoktiheimast réliable in our gardend it is also
growing well in thisy e aabuindansummer moisture




year and bflaggring interestinto the shady zone
under Acers and Rhododends.
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When we start out gardening week outmany plantsdoing everything we can to encouratjemto growand
bulk upbutthen thereeomesa gradualswitch as the garden matures to the point where some of the growth now
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needs to be slowed dowayt backor even removedVe havetwo pines growing on the raised wall and after forty
years despite being candle pruned annuédlkeep them compadheir canopies aneow spreading too mucéo
theyneed to be cut back.

The crown on
this pine has been
raised a few
times over i$
forty plus year
lifetime but as its
growth spreads
out the canopy
dropsagain to the
pointit is now
casting too much
shade on the
habitatsbelow,
where | have
established a
colony of
(Pseudo)trillium
rivale among
other plantsso
drastic action is
once more
necessary.
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ways stanin ba eing that

The canopy is now both raised and lighter and | will do some more pramagy the active green growth try
and encourage budding back which is not always succesggifiupine tres.
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The other pine has always been a bit of a lollipop shape so | have given it a good cut back. In my eppersence
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will not produce buds from olgrowth where there are no needles growing but | will watch for any signs of
budding back as | try and keep these tiresaleto fit in with the other plants around it whiill looking good.

If we cannot
keep the
canopy of the
pinescompact
enoughwhile
alsolooking
appropriateand
attractivethen
eventuallywe
may have to
takethe
decisionto
remove them

The prunings
are not wasted
havingbeen
shreddedand
this will be
used as a
mulch.
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Af ter gr owt h t-hheir giowthvis up tdd2 metrés bhighardi e n
evenwider. The spreadf growth extended out almost blocking off a narrow path so over the year | have cut so
branches back and removed some ofdldevoodlower down, whichhad dieddue to lack of light
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se small leaved typel bud ba woodRemoving
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Unlike the pines many rhodendons, especially the
some branches alloweshoughlight back into stimulak adventitious budat the base of the plant where there is
now a mass of new growtham encouraged to gradually cut more back rejuvenating this bed.
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Cyananthus
lobatus hybrid

The emergence of
masses oblue
flowers on this large
sprawling
Cyamanthus lobatus
hybrid plant is
another indicator
that the summer is
coming to an end
and itwill continue
to flower
sporadically until the
frosts send the plant
into a winter
dormancy.

This second picture is to show how all the flowers, no mattereather are on the plariace in the same

direction North West



