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Septembeand October
bringsthe seasowhen we
enjoysomeautumn
flowering bulbs.
In our gardenthese are
mostly represented by
Crocus, Colchicum and
Cyclamenall of which
delight us witha succession
of flowersfor weeks
Over the years we built up a
collection of many different
speciessome of which
needed the protection of the
bulb house to surviydut
as | get oldet am more
interested in the ones that
grow, flowerand seed
aroundthe garderon their
ownsowe have a range of
thesespeciesand brms that
arenaturalising across the
garden.
The artist in me seeks to work in partnership with ndtanmaing various habitats ian environment that gives me
the impressionhat | could be walking in a landscafher than being in jushairbangarden Drawing on plants
from across the world, from trees down to bulbs, the gdrdsanatmospherédike that ofa small woodland
scatteredvith various openings and rocky habitats. It is far fwhat many would thinkf asthe perfect garden
becausehe plants argumbled together giving a rather chaotic l@ikimes whichis exactly what | hee learned
to appreciatdy observing natureOn t he show benches we-irathprevards witen s ¢
exhibited they should be unblemishdaout my idea of perfection is@ne based otooking natual where things are
rarely unblemished and so it is in our garden where bbaerve th@lantssubjected to the vagaries of the wesa
and nibbled on by the wilide as they go through their annual growth cycle.

The firstseries of
images are of a
succession ofrocus
flowering in the
cobble bedThe
flowers aresubject

to being knocked
over by strong winds
or felled when a slug
chews through the
slendeffloral tube
that holds the flower
aloft.

Even when lying on
the groum the
flowers continue to
open and close in
any warmthwe get
Each corm willalso

of flowersto replace ZEs
the fallen ones




The autumn flowering Crocus that grow and increase well for us in our coanbErngarden mclude the
spedes kotschyanus, pulchellus, speciosus, nudiflorus, banaticus and vallicola. The first three species | have
have hybridisegroducing aswarmof fertile garden hybridthatalso seed around.

Although some flowers may JUSt Iast s few days theasgion of bloom&om the dlfferent forms and spemes
ensure it is not a short seaséour weeks on from thepeningpicturesthe later floweringvhite speciosus hybrids
take their turn on # cobble bedtage.




| am really pleased W|th this new plaotthe garderR u d becki a 6L ,jthatwe adde@im Augst ar 6
seems to have settled in welts colourful flowers are lasting a long timéich makes me suspect thi&e many
garden cultivars it magot set any viable sedxlit | will continue tohope

This crocus will be familiar to regulr readers as it has appeared annually in these pages since it first flowere
It shows when plants are allowed to seed around they often plant themselves in unlikely places such as in thi
between thelabs.
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It started from a single seed tlaatcidentally fell intahe narrow gp and every year we get more flowers than the
year before. This is the second wave of flowers with the remains of the previous blooms lying on the ground.

It is one of thefertile gardn hybrids | mentioned earlier
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starte. out when | sunk a I‘un
basethis white form of Crocus nudiflorus has spread out by stolons and seed which is evident in the range of
colours. Over the years the colony has expanded across the gravel path into the other plunge.
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Most of the Crocus typical violet colourtthere arealsoa numbeof white clones.
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You may also spot some Crocus speciosus have seeded in and | have no
appeared several years agot in there.
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My del i ght i s notlowemsbutofplaptegrofviagdn mixedoccommuonptibkany arefformed
naturally aghe plants seleed resulting in them growinthrough each other in ways that | would never think of.
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Crocus, Colchicum and Cyclamen flwerlg\ong helev s of Mecon




| have observed that we get a better seed set authmnflowering crocus thnonthose that flower ithe sping.
| put this down to the fact that we often get warm sunny weather and more pollinating insects in the autumn t
do in the spring. Even though they flower now the seed will ripen at the same time as their spring relatives.
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It is not just péllirat(;rs that are attracted to the flow
feed on the flowers.

er, perhaps leswelcomefauna leave their mark as they




Slightly battered and chewed these Colchicum and Crocus Iowers rise through a jungle of Roscokkeldaves

Cyclamen belowgrowing nearby.




It is unplanned
groupings where
plants have

seeded around
such aghese
Crocus and
Cyclamen

growing through

the Roscoea
foliage that appealjj
to me the most. &

While | like to leave the old withering growth of plants te dack naturally | d@ccasionallytrim it back in some
areas so we can st autumn flowering bullsetter such ad did here to enjoyhese Colchicum
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| also clearedaway some of the taller old foliage S0 we can see plants li€gdlkimen hederfolium.
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Plants have no respect for our paths in fact more plants seed into the gravel sections of the paths than anyw
in the garden. Heranother group of Crocus flowehave tobe carefully stepped over asvalk around.




Autumn floweringCrocus hybrids

Autumn floweringColchicum speciosum album



