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The viewthrough the
window from my work
tablegives me a much
wider view than my e
camera can capture ina. /.-
single shobut as | look 5?&//
out at whatve have 5
created | ansatisfied
that we achieved our
aim of making more
than just a garden but a
mini landscae.All year
round we enjoy the
wildlife which lives in

or visits the garderin
the winter we mostly
view and photograptt
through the windows
especially the varied
birds that live in and
visit ourlittle woodland
habitat.We have two six
-port feedershat we can
see easily from the -
house which | am continually filling up with sunflower hearts and at this time of year they go through around
twenty kilos in a monthThe main beneficiariesf all this seed includes a range of Finch species, Tits and
Sparows all feeding directly from the feederdhile a range of grounfiteders cleanp any bits that fall to the
ground. The density of song birds around the garden alsgtatvvarious predatory Sparreawks which because
of the abundancef tree and shrubover are not always successfulleit mission but the persistemies do get
their reward.
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As well as the seed we buy in the garden offatvarserange of food sources for the biflem thegroundup to
the trees.At this time of yeatheberriesattracts many Thrush speci®edwingsFieldfares and Waxingsand of

coursethe residentamily of Woodpigeors.



Thestorshave contietdrougDmber brinipg Iong periods of hey rain makih

-averaganonth Theautumnleaveswverebroughtdownprematurelyby the force of thevinds and rairand the
constariy wet conditions have madedifficult to get then cleared awago | have a lot of work to do before the
early bulbs come through and there are already rslamys poking throughtie ground.

The constant
wetand
relatively
mild
conditions
have
stimulated
many bulbs
to push to
the surface
such as these
Leucojum
shoots.




=

Thescene idurtherenhanced heras th







-,

Cyclamen coum

. /// ‘::,‘:‘,, oy

R e (T

,/‘,‘,,‘ S

-

ehe remains of hy awiting berwayar{d Ihink
appreciatehis stage of growth as much as we do when treigifall of flowersin the spring and summer. Aret
reason not to be too quick and tidyhsatthe birds foragefinding valuable foodamongthe decayingdebris
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Likewise Ifind the dying oﬁstagesnf ‘this Eucomisbicolor, with theleavesurningtransparent by the frostas
interesting agny other stage in i@nnualgrowth.Plants are there for dukroughoutheir growth cyclevhy should
we notappremateavery stag®f their growth rather than just the flowers?

Thewetlea/esare stuck to the pathlsneed to walt for them to dry when thwyl be ea5|erto lift.
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Among the manynnualroutineswhich markthe changing of a seas@when | lift away of thegrowth mat of the

Cyananthusobatus hybriccascading wer this end of the slab bed.
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The stems spread olubm a smallareaof root stock and now the frosts has stopped
allow the bulbghat also grow téreto see the light.
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A reminder of the plant in
flower.

Now the old growthis

cleared | see that the plant is
not realy asleebecause

next years shoots are already
emerging tle same as they
are onthis Cyananthus
micophylus whichalso

grows in this bed.




Seedings of Doronicum and Silen¢éhe seedownstraightfrom the plant in the summeaare growing welbandl

have moved tha into aglasshouséor some protection from thegeather andavinter grazing slugs.

F e ———




-

While thisCrocus laevigatusis growing

1} : e - po
in oneof the bubhouse sand beds.
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The first ofthe seasos Hoop-peticoat Narcissuggrowingin both pots and the sand bedeejust coming into
flower. They area bit later than in somgears but their chegmwee flowers will give us interesinder glassight
through the winter monthantil the garden wakes up again




NarcissusdCraigton Choirsterd

Rhododendron buds encrusted with frost make a verpisabsnage.



