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Through the early
months of the year
small drops of
white spread like a
rash across the
garden starting
outin the warmer
areadefore
appearingn the
colder shaded parts
of the garden.
Yes | am speaking
of the Snowdrops
which we seem to
have quite a lot of
Blooming soearly
in the year they are
a very welcome
sight.
A range of species
and forms will not
only give variety of
shape and colour
g . N4 B 4 e but will also ensure
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period- the earliesto flower for us are starting to go over while Galanthus nivalis forms are fjetver.
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Galanthus plicatus forms and hybrids are in full flower in the sunnier parts of the garden which along with Cro
and Eranthis are some of the best early bulbs to bring flowers into your garden.
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A lot of the time it is too cold or wet to tetme into the garden so it is imortant thhatcan have a good view

from our windows. The view that we look out on from the warmth of our sitting twesrbeen carefully developed
so that we can seewide range of habitats and platiten there is alsthe adled attraction ofeedfeederswhich
attractdarge numbers of birdsnostly finchesfor us to watch.

We feed the
birds with
sunflower
hearts and this
year we have
seen the
number of
Siskin visiting
swelling to
the largest
number often
over 50 in the
garden at one
time.

| took both of
these images
from inside
looking
through the
windows.




bloom in Septeter/October.

The cobble bed
which will be
familiar to regular
readersis just

over a make from
our back step and
we have been
enjoying flowers
there since earlier
in the year. Some
of the ealiest
flowers arefading
now butwill be
replaced by
succession of
othersthrough the
coming weeks and
months. There may
seem to be a lot of
Crocus leaves
without flowers
until 1 point out
that thesare the
autumn flowering
Crocus that will
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While | encourage you to study the individual plants and flowers in detail it isstha! effect of theombined

mass display that | enjoy most. | am pleased with the way | can stand in one place with the rivers of flowers
drawing my eyesround the garden the similar colours linking from one area to another just like a great artist
paintacross their canvas

As | move around
and get closer |
can observe ever
smaller groups
isolating them
from the overall
vision homing in
to appreciate a
single plant
before closing in
on the details
within in single
flower.

While getting
down to look at
the individual
flowers | also
enjoy seeing and
trying to identify
the many
seedlings that are
germinating.




During the past four weeks tlganthis hyemalis have gakedandas Iwrite some oftheir flowersarestarting to
fade but we can still appreciate the plants for some time as the petals wither, the seed pods swell until this a
cycle is completed when the seed is shed and the growthatiksdorest as a tuber until next year.

We should ot only appiate plats - . pay the same
attention taappreciatinghe leavesvhich maystay with us to enjoy for months. Also | can enjoy watching the
progress of the many surroundisgedlingbservingheir progresshroughthe years to maturity
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If you look carefullyyo canseeseedlings of ascending age from just efminating lﬂm\m}aring size andt is the
aim in our gardeto replicate nture in this way and ngust to have mature plants.
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You may surprisealthere some plants will grow if yo allow themgeed arounit may not be where you
would have chosen to plant them and that brings a further elemextitdfments | explore our gden.
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I may not have chosen to plant {Balanthusn thenarrowcrevicebetween the rocks bot planting itself theré
addsto thecharacteof the garden
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re | copied nature by Inting the tubers i

TheEr ant hi s 0 Gowiers later th&krdntdihyemaliand he
thecrevicesof one of theaisedslab bedsMany bulbsin their native habitagrow amongocksoften rising from a

narrow crevicelt depends omwo factorsonewhere the seeds randomly falid secondly that they could get a root
hold where the fell.
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Due topersistent rain while they were in bud some of t stuck together
at the tipmeedng a bit of help to opetheir petals
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| like to take pictures that show how plants fit in their surroundings which simoss more thajusta close up of
the flowers doesOnce mordhese are growingn ayet to be spring cleangdrevicebed.




Most crocus such &rocus atticusincreasento clumpsby meansotcondary corms formg around the primary
one To ensure good flowering we need to lift and spread the cornevenyt three to five yeats give them the
space to grow and flower.
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Crocus herberti on the other handuns about by stolorgpreading itself outicely like this groupflowering
througha matt ofCelmisiawalker.
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While | canenjoy seeing a good flowering clump of bulbs I much prefer
aroundsuch as thes€rocus tommasinianus




And so it isbothmixed communityplantingsalong witharange of agethd we try and achieve in the garden.

Looking carefullyat the many seedlings rising through the mulchn find variation of formn those of flowering
size and masses pfomise for future pleasure frothis spontaneousaturalplanting



