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For the first twety years | wrote the Bulb LogBL) everysingleweek covering what was going on in the garden
Since 2023 havecut back to a monthly editicendl have had to adjust to the fact that there can be big changes
the growth and flowers in #itime, espeally at this time of yeaiand lonly share highlightsSome of you may
have wondered why the Bulb Log period now goes frommmichth to midmonth and does not follow a calendar
month whichmay seena more logical thingo dg well here is the reasoihefree and open online magazihke
International Rock Gardener (IR@des online at the end of a month avelwanted to avoid two publications
appearingn the siteat the same timbeencel choosethe middle of the montpostingdatefor the BL

While on this subjeadf the IRGI am delighted to state th@he North American Rock Garden Socibs
honouredViargaret (Maggi) Young with the Carleton R. Worth Award in recognition ofheroutstandingvork
asEditor of The International Rock Gardener since its first appeared in January 2010 totaling170 editions and
counting

No one knows more than me how much work and dedication Maggi puts into delivering tHehéR€pends hours
liaising with theauthors editing andsometimeslsotranslatingarticles that argsubmittedthensearchingor
additional pictures and permissionsatjuired to completer enrichan article. &e is constantlgncouraging more
people to submit articles to be shared openly with the world wide rock gardening anmbpiaminity.

It is simply true to say that without Maggi, and of course the autiibes|nternational Rock Gardengould not
appear so | am delightedatherdedicatedvork has been recognised by NAR@$h this prestigious awardhis

is one very proudusband.

This month has seen the garden transforming tf@targe areas of warm colour sucheas ant hi s 6 Gu
brings to a more subtle stage amfor a whilegreen beame the dominant colodhen back to mor#ower colour.
The weather has such arieet on how the garden displays each year because the same plamd$asanurable
conditions share at least part of the flowering time but this year it has turned cold and very wet again so as flo
start to go over they are not being replaced by é&x¢ sequencef flowerswhich arewaiting for the weather to
turn. At the start of the monttor should | say four week perigithe flowersofer ant hi s 6tGl over asa
those of the earlier flowering Eranthis hyemalis faddthough | have heardosne reportsoEr ant hi s 0 C
G o | pdoducing seed the form that we hawéich we got from the late Kath Dryden some forty years bas

never produced any seed but it does increase as the tuber expasejsaates



https://www.srgc.net/international_rock_gardener.asp
https://www.srgc.net/international_rock_gardener.asp
https://www.nargs.org/

So all the plants we have Bfan t h i 6 Guareceres dbthat igﬁnal small tuber. | showed the flowers
just emerging last month but here they are in full bloom anpbared by some other early risers suctNascissus

cyclamineusandErythronium caucasicum.
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We are slowy increasing the population &rythronium caucasicumin the gard
generallydo not increaselonally so we are dependent on seed.

A -

: : : o oy

S| Lk, P ' - '.*’.\‘ 525 ‘ i WS . - 7|
In line with our meth fErythronium caucasicum areallowed to sekseed an@reslowly forming
an expanding colony.
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This plant lookssuperficially similar to the previous specteswvevercloser inspection of the anthevghich

provide a good indicator of the speciesnfirmthey are purple rather than golden yellow so | cantidy this asa

white form ofErythronium dens-canis
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This dark form oErythronlum dens—canlsalways flowers earller #m the paler pink coloured oné®re itopens
and reflexes in thevarmthof thesunshine




An early flowering form oErythronium tuolumnense is also in full flower well ahead afther seedlinga/hich
flower up to four weeks later.
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Another yellow flowered species [Ery'throni'u?h gfa seed raised plants will extend the
flowering period with different clones flowering weeks apart.
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While photographing the Cyclamen | notic8tbcus pelistericuswas also flowering.
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In theshaded area at the south 'é‘ageof the garae the sa later than they would in the sunni
so the snowdrops are still flowering and Crocus flowers are just comitmybthis scene will quicklychange.
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Following the lead of the bulbs that have ssl&ded into the \la | have also planted some bulbs into the walls
such as thes@rocustommasinianusvhere | thinkthey look veryhappy andatural.




h - " . -:‘ " 4 : . H{_ﬂ, :"," 2 \L‘- —4‘. ‘ N S « ,“. -’ -
Crocus tommasinianusgrowing crevicestylein this low

Crocus heufelianusis a great plant in our garden it increases well clonally as you can see frahitipsformed
in a few years from a single corm and it also seeds itself around producing a range of colours always with the
typical dark 6Mé shapsgmeriswar ds the top of the




In the warm sunshin€rocus h
delicately shaded petals.
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This i a darker colourd form @focus
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heufelianus




This has also
been the prime
flowering period
for the Corydalis
which mix and
merge in

harmony with :
many other plants ji
in a range of
habitats. Once
again these are
mostly left to

seed themselves
although as the
seeds do
far from the
parent plant | do
occasionally grab
a handful of seeds
scattering them
into other spots
where | would

like them to
appear.
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nobilis landscape
formed frommoss covered concrete.




¥

This is a wider view sowir{a ihis saII Iasape at the edge of the path risin » to the Erytronium plunge
is currenly full of Corydalis malkensis and solida.
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befotae Eythroniums

TheCorydalis malkensisandCorydalis solida providesearly interesin this plunge bed
growthreaches up and flowers.

v




This is the reverse view across the same plunge bed looking towards the wider garden véhare thany similar
natural plantings.

All around the
garden the plants
are escaping from
the beds and
invading the paths.
The plants cannot
seed where there are
paving slabs but the
slabs are surrounded
by gravel and that
gravel is the most
successful s bed

in the garden.

Over the years the
boundaries between
beds and paths has
become increasingly
blurred and at
certain times of the
year some gravel
paths are so full of
plants that they have
become no go areas.



