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Produdng the pictures for the
Bulb Log at this time of year is
easy- there is so mucto seehat
my biggest decision is what to
leave out. | have to think a lot
more about whatcanwrite.
There is not a lot of point in just
adding descriptions of what you
are looking at that is what the
pictures are for so | asked myself .
Why do | garden?
Look at these picturesthis is
why | garden. We have been
seekingo achieve these vistas forj
years learninglessonsas we go
the most important being work
with naure Wedo this by
allowing plants to seed around a
accepting that plants do not
recognise boundarie®ur
progressions epitomisedn this
picture byAnemone X lipsiensisvhich started as a small pIant at one corner of this raised bed and through the
years it has ngrated all over the top, grown through the gaps in the rock wall and spread around the base as \
This spread is not by seed, because | do not think this hybridrseteed, but by the small rhizorike roots that
always like to be seeking new ground

Anemone X I|p5|en5|ss a hybrid between the whlte Anemone wensa and the deep yeIIow Anemone
ranunculoides The carpet of low growth does not inhibit the many other plamtkiding the many bulbous
speciesthat grow up through it and when theytaronium and other plants rise up and flower over the Anemone
full flower it is a glorious spectacle. This planting or similar combination is repeated all around the garden.



We grow a
number of
selected forms of
Anemone
nemorosa but

last year | found S
some interesting &
naturalclones
growing in a

wild population

in alocal wood
and got
permission to

take a small
cutting of one

with a pink flush 43;

shownon the left §
the one on the
right was more
typical of the
overall

population, | also | %
collected some

seedwhen it was rlpeavhlch germinated well. I will seek out a swtable space to release them into the garden la

this year.

When painting an artist will often create multipdgerson the same surfa@s they build up the composition
Sometimes traces dfi¢ underlying images cagtill be seen, called pentimenbut even when these underdrawings
are not visible in thé@nishedpainting theystill have influencd the final work. This is similar to what happens as

we create plantings in the garden wherenafiéhey do not grow at the same time the presehceher planthas
an mfluence on its neighbours e\whenthey are part othedifferent seasonal sequesce

A lifelong interest in
plants is another reason
why | garden. Since
boyhood | have been
fascinated by the plants |
saw in nature wanting to
understand everything
about them which has
ledto my addiction.

It is peak Erythronium
flowering season and
their flowers have taken
over from the Corydalis
to provide the dominant
colour.l have previouly
written extensively on
these fabulous planis

all their detail whichyou
can readhboutin my
freee-book

"Erythroniums in
Cultivation". While

gardens are made up of many individual plants it is when they combine and interbatgarden takes on a life of
its own. The Corydalis in the foreground are almost over when the Erythronium come to their peak.



https://www.srgc.net/filessub/general/ERYTHRONIUMS-IN-CULTIVATION%20-2016-IanYoung.pdf
https://www.srgc.net/filessub/general/ERYTHRONIUMS-IN-CULTIVATION%20-2016-IanYoung.pdf
https://www.srgc.net/filessub/general/ERYTHRONIUMS-IN-CULTIVATION%20-2016-IanYoung.pdf
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Erythronium have evolved in a cool moistneéitenot dissimilar to our owyrmaking thenperfectly adaptetb our
inclement weather. g@ning and closintheir flowersin our sunshine and showers to protect the reprodugséts
These pink ones are all forms or hybrids of Erythronium revol@mndlike all, their flowers are attractive when

they are hanging clos€below)as theyshield from the rain as well as fully opéabove) to attract pollinatars
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Whether open or closdﬁhoniumfloers have an éTégance and beauty.
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Eryt hroni ﬁeryﬂﬁromiwhsf@ﬁersonii which gives it the purple colours in the
anthers and central zone of the flower.
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The condition caéig the flowers to open and close véries speciesd specieandinvolves temperature and

light. Some such as those of teReythronium sibiricum complex need a few more degrees to open.




While | have focused in on some individual plants you will notice that they are not growing in isolation but in
densely planted communities whjatith the exception athe path of paving slabsoverthe groundall acrossour
garden. As | mentioned abgy#ants do not adhere to boundargseywill even try and grow over the concrete
slabs- especially when moss starts to grow around the edlgéen find seed, inading Erythronium, germinating

and growingn the thin layer of moss on the slabs as {mash the boundaries an attempt téake over the paths
completely.




As | move up the path the largest gravel area opens up to me. Originally we
but soon realised that the gravel was by famtlost succesul seed bedve had in the gardehdo spend time
removing inappropriate seedlings but through the
really do not like) fom growing is to have so many plants that there is no room for them. | am also more willing

accept a wider range of plants that many of you would consider to be weeds to grow. Where the seedling pla
offends my learned understanding of what is actd@ptiachange my mind séten lask myself does this plant
grow in harmony with its neighbours and if it does | will leddid to thegardensbio diversity

The plantings do not
happen at one time
but are formed over
many years each
layer influencing the
next. Some plants
may dieout while
others spreadutor
move and then we
will alsoadd others
Digging to add new
plants can cause
damage in the
densely planted
ground so we prefer
to add either by
scattering seeds
directly or by sowing
them in pots and
planting them out as
smallseedlings with
minimum disturbance
of the ground.
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The dense plant communities provide us with an ever changingneegoiegrowth here we have Bngoniums
from North America seeding around witkffersonia dubia from Asia are the current highlight.
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Wider views
show the
importance of
the trees and
shrubsnot only
for the visual
appearance
theybringbut  §
alsothevarious §
habitats they
createaround
them.
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Along with the aspect of theouth faéin_gjardérthe shade from thieee

flowering times for the same plant&ries.Somecanflower up to three weeks later in the cooler south end of the
garden shaded by the trees and boundary Wadl views across our garden extend across the property boundari
borrowing from trees and shrubfour neighbars as they can enjoy views towards those in our garden.

Once we have
initiated the
plantings with
plants such athe
Anemone,
Erythronium and
Trilliumwe letthe
plants that take
over.

The plants take
control as they
move, spread and
increaseyy
clumping and
seeding.




At this p0|nt in tlme itis the elegance txbtwhlte Erythronium flowers dancmg in the Ilght that attracts our
attention in this busy scene, soon they will be over and aneykegrleasingequence of taller growing plantsliwi
rise up through the fading spring carpet maintejrihe attraction and interest in this area.

An expandingolony of Erythronium elegansis among a number of plants that are seeding around in this area
the gravel path.



