
       SRGC  -----    Bulb Log Diary   -----    ISSN 2514-6114 

                                                            Pictures and text © Ian Young 
 

 

BULB LOG 06....................12th June 2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhododendron óCurlewô and Rhododendron yakushimanum 



I love woodland habitats and that 

is obvious even from our front 

garden, known locally as the 

jungle, because it is so densely 

planted. The dense planting is so 

different from the all too many 

front gardens that have been 

converted to barren impervious 

carparks completely covered in 

hard concrete or tar products 

which provide no benefit at all to 

the natural world. In contrast our 

ójungleô with all its biodiversity 

offers plenty natural habitats 

providing foraging for food and 

cover with at least three nests, 

Wood pigeon, Black Bird and 

Gold Crest, that I know of. 

 It has been proven that being 

around trees benefits our wellbeing and we feel that in our garden haven, where we enjoy the plants and wildlife 

that visits and also calls it their home. 

 

 
We do exercise some control - witness the exposed branch structure of the nearest ódwarfô Rhododendron where I 

had to cut great chunks away where its growth was starting to affect access to the drive and pathway. I also have to 

do regular pruning to keep the growth from spreading out over our front wall. There is more room for ground level 

planting of bulbs and herbaceous plants than there appears from this picture but over the years the trees and shrubs 

have grown and I do judicious pruning and cutting back, sometimes even removing a plant to keep some open 

planting areas in the centre and around the edges.    



 
Two of the best for flower power that I would recommend are the yellow Rhododendron óCurlewô just appearing 

in the bottom left and Rhododendron yakushimanum óKoichiro Wadaô now well over two metres wide and 

covered in glorious white flowers that have a pink flush when they first open, see below, fading out to pure white.  

 
Rhododendron yakushimanum óKoichiro Wadaô 



 
Daphne, Hypericum, Ledum, Rhododendron, Sorbus and Acer are some of the woody plants that greet us as we 

walk in to the drive to reach our front door. 

 

There is a 

pathway into 

the middle of 

the óJungleô, a 

bit like a secret 

garden, and to 

keep it open 

some 

Rhododendron 

have been cut 

right back to 

almost ground 

level a number 

of times. 

Many, 

especially the 

smaller leaved 

types, respond 

well by 

budding and 

growing back 

from the old 

wood such as 

the three in this 

group of pink 

Rhododendron óWigeonô, yellow R. óCurlewô and white R. óDora Amateisô. 



 
Growing over four metres high is a large old Rhododendron bureavii covered in flowers, which can be best seen 

looking out from our upstairs windows, but equally impressive is the view that you get standing below looking up 

to the flowers with an equally spectacular vision standing underneath looking at the underside of beautiful foliage. 

 
Like many Rhododendrons its best flower display comes every second year with a lesser flowering in between but 

the decorative leaves are with us all the time. 



 

Growing out at 

an angle to 

escape the 

shadow of the R. 

bureavii   is a 

Rhododendron 

williamsianum 
hybrid óCowslipô 

which despite 

growing in the 

shade of its larger 

cousin is also 

putting on an 

exceptional 

display of flowers 

this year. 

As well as 

restricting light 

the trees and 

shrubs, especially 

these evergreen 

ones, create a rain 

shadow effect 

and while these 

low light often pretty dry areas can be seen as a problem area there are plenty plants that will grow there. 

 

 
The ground is covered in Convallaria majalis and Galium oderatum which have both spread into this area from 

more open parts. Many plants also seed in and grow here including the shrub Daphne pontica that must have been 

deposited by a bird because before this one appeared we have not grown this plant. 



 
 This Rhododendron shweliense has a flat side because it has to be cut back to allow access into the drive but it is 

one of the the ones that will bud from old wood and so the cycle of grow and cut back continues. 
 

 
At ground level and trying to get out from below the above is the dwarf hybrid Rhododendron 'Ginny Gee'. 



 
There are plenty more trees and shrubs in the back garden including Rhododendron orbiculare that create our 

small woodland habitats. 
 

 
Our plantings are tiered from ground level, where carpets of mostly early flowering bulbs and plants delight us, 

stepping up to the small to medium sized shrubs then rising up to the large rhododendrons with the trees topping off 

the canopy high above my head. 



 
For the first five months of the year it is the ground level plants attracting our attention then as their flowers are 

going over the small to medium rhododendrons become the flowering attraction just ahead of the blooming of their 

large relatives 

 
One of the medium sized shrubs is this beautiful Rhododendron yakushimanum x recurvoides. 



 
Rhododendron yakushimanum x recurvoides 

 

 
The large pink hybrid Rhododendron óAlbert Schweitzerô with an equally large white flowered Rhododendron 

sp. we raised from wild collected seed that seems close to R. decorum. 



 
Rhododendron óAlbert Schweitzerô 

 

 
Rhododendron sp. aff. decorum? 


