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The garden changes 

completely as the 

summer growth 

emerges.  

In places the tree 

canopy is quite dense 

and the annual display 

of dangling scented 

yellow racemes of 

Laburnum flowers once 

again looks 

magnificent. 

It is also all change at 

ground level. Most of 

the early bulbs have 

completed their growth 

cycle, seedpods on the 

erythronium stems 

being the only evidence 

that they exist. Now the 

ground where they 

grow is completely 

covered with a mass of 

lush summer growth.   

 

 
Always a favourite subject to capture photographically is this pale coloured Iris sibirica  captured against the 

Laburnum tree in full glorious flower. 



 

 
Many of plants, including Paeonia veitchii var. woodwardii, are seeding around: some are common and prolific, 

like Geranium robertianium, others are the result of seed I have scattered such as the large leaf  in this picture which 

I have to wait until I see a flower to identify. 
 

 
It is lovely to observe the subtle variations in the Paeonia veitchii var. woodwardii seedlings which mostly appear 

in the gravel areas. 



 
Another favourite at this time of year are the yellow daisy flowers of Doronicum orientale. As a tall growing plant 

it is prone to collapsing. Here growing under the shade of a large birch tree this specimen was battered flat by 

recent strong winds and rain. Staking plants looks too unnatural for me so I leave the flattened stems to respond 

naturally by turning up at the ends pushing the flowers back into the light giving the impression that they are 

flowering on shorter stems. 

 

 

While Doronicum 

orientale sets plenty of 

seed I have not seen 

any natural seeding 

around the plants. The 

reason is probably 

because early in the 

year when the seed 

would be germinating 

our garden beds are 

already covered in 

dense growth. 

Where I want more I 

germinate seeds in pots 

planting them out in 

late summer or spring. 



 
And so at this time of year the self-seeders become the main feature of the garden. Many of these volunteer plants 

were originally introduced by us but we also get some seeds that find their way here naturally.  
 

 
I become increasingly relaxed about letting the garden go wild. It is like we have multiple gardens starting in 

February when the early bulbs put on their wonderful display, through the various sequences, all recorded in the 

Bulb Log, until now when it reaches its wildest manifestation when the growth is so abundant that it is difficult to 

walk around.  



 
It is easy to spot what evidence remains of the early bulbs above ground with the last remnants of leaves yellowing 

as they are allowed to seed and die down naturally. The ground they share is now utilised by the new growths of the 

self-seeders including Digitalis, Aquilegia and Meconopsis. As I write it is raining and cold for the very time of 

year when we should be enjoying some summer warmth. As a gardener I am pleased because these conditions will 

better suit the Meconopsis which have suffered a bit in the changing climate which has resulted in warmer drier 

weather at the very time the plants need cool moist conditions.  The Aquilegia and Digitalis reliably cope with 

anything our weather brings with the exception of the strong winds which can knock them flat. 
 

 

We used to 

know the 

yellow poppy 

as 

Meconopsis 

cambrica but 

now it has to 

be called 

Papaver 

cambricum. 

Whatever 

name it goes 

by it remains 

a reliable and 

much-loved 

plant in the 

garden where 

its yellow 

flowers are 

dotted across 

most areas. 



 
A blue Corydalis grows happily among the many self-seeding Aquilegia, Geranium and Poppies. Plants do not care 

whether their neighbours are new, rare or difficult to cultivate as long as they can all grow in harmony. 
 

 
Many may shun Erinus alpinus calling it a óweedyô plant. I say the fact that it seeds around and will grow in most 

conditions makes it is one of the great plants that should be in every garden. It brings interest to the troughs after 

the early flowering saxifrages are past.  



 
The troughs have been the habitats where we have grown many of the more challenging rock garden plants. In the 

long term many plants have come and gone now those that have sustained are now sharing their small habitat with 

the Erinus alpinus however this trough with a lump of hard tufa is dedicated to the Erinus which is left to self-seed 

about in the mossy crags of its small rocky habitat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpine 

strawberries have 

seeded around 

below the troughs 

and around the 

slabs where their 

flowers bring 

decoration as 

well as food for 

the pollinators 

then tasty treats 

for the other wild 

life, including the 

gardeners.  



 
Typical view showing the balance the garden has between trees and ground level plants. 

 

This view 

should be 

familiar to 

regular readers. 

I feature it 

regularly 

throughout the 

year as it goes 

through so 

many phases of 

growth.  

Starting from 

the first 

snowdrops it 

goes through a 

number of 

sequences until 

the jungle 

appears at this 

time of year. 

You might 

wonder what is 

there to see - 

but seek and 

you will find. 

 

 



 
You will find Arisaema ciliatum var. liubaense and Roscoea purpurea growing and seeding among others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the years 

Arisaema 

ciliatum var. 

liubaense has 

spread across the 

garden by seed. 

The distribution 

is helped by me 

when I grab 

handfuls of 

bright red cluster 

of berries that 

drop to the 

ground in 

autumn to scatter 

across other 

beds.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I am drawn 

to the 

colours, 

shapes and 

forms of 

foliage and 

here among 

the many 

different 

types I was 

interested in 

the similar 

form that the 

Arisaema 

leaves share 

with Lilium 

martagon.  

 

 

 

 
 


