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Always a favourite subject to capture photographically is thiegplourediris sibirica captured against the
Laburnumtreein full glorious flower.

The gaden changes
completely as the
summer growth
emerges.

In placesthe tree
canopyis quite dense
andtheannual display
of dangling scented
yellow racemes of
Laburnum flower®nce
againlooks
magnificent

It is also all change at
ground level. Most of
the early bulbs have
completed their growth
cycle seedpods on the
erythronium stems
being the oly evidence
that theyexist Now the
groundwhere they
growis completely
covered with a mass of
lushsummergrowth.
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Many of plants, including?aeonia veitchii var. woodwardij are seeding aroundome are common and prolific

like Geranium roberanium others are the result of seeldadve scatteresluch aghe large leafin this picturewhich
| have to wait until | see a flower to identify

It is lovely to observe the subtle variations in Breeonia veitchii var. woodwardiiseedlings which mostly appear
in the gravel areas




Another favourite at this time of year are the yelldaisyflowersof Doronicum orientale. As rowing plant

it is prone to collapsingHeregrowingunder the shade of a large birch tree this specimen was battered flat by
recent strong winds and rain. Staklgnts looks to unnatural for me so | leave tHattenedstemsto respond
naturallyby turningup at the ends pusty the flowers back into the liglgiiving the impression that they are
flowering on shorter stems

While Doronicum
orientaleses plenty of

seed have not seen

any natural seeding

around the plants. The
reason igprobably
becausearly in the

year when the seed ?
would be germinating L1
our garderbeds are S e,
already covered in

dense growth.

Where | want moré
germinate seeds in pots
planting them outni

late summer or spring. |
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| become incrasingly relaxed about letting the gard wild. It is like we have multiple gardens starting in
February wenthe early bulbguton their wonderful display, through the various sequeratesecordedn the
Bulb Log, until now whenit reaches its Wdest manifestation when tigrowthis so abundarthat it is difficult to

walk around.
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It is easy to spolvhat evidence remains of the early buﬂbmve groundwth the last remnants of Ieaves yellowing
as they are allowed to seed and die down natuftig.ground they share is nailised by the new growths of the
selfseeders including Digitalis, Aquilegia and Meconopsis. As | write it is raining and cold feememe of

year when we should be enjoying some summer warAgla gardener | am pleasieecause these conditions will

better suit the Meconopsis which have suffered a bit in the changing climate which has resulted in warmer dri
weatherat the very timehe plantsieedcool moist conditionsThe Aqulegia and Digitalis reliably cope with
anything ounweather brings with the exception of the strong winds which can knock them flat.

We used to
know the
yellow poppy
as
Meconopsis
cambrica but
now it has to
be called
Papaver
cambricum.
Whatever
name it goes
by it remains
a reliable and
muchloved
plant in the
garden where
its yellow
flowers are
dotted across
most areas.
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A blue Co among the mayf-seedingAquilegia, Geranium and Poppid¢¥lants do not care
whether their neighbours are new, rare or difficult to cultivaters &s they can all grow in harmony.
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ling i a oweedyd plant
conditions makes it is one of the great plants that should be in every garden. It brings inteeesotmhs after
the early flowering saxifrages are past.
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where we have rown' many of thmmmegingockgarden plantsn the

The troughs have been the itats

long term nany plantshave come and gom®w those thahave sustainedre now sharing their smdiabitat with

the Erinus alpinus however this trough with a lump of hard tufa is dedicatate&rinus which is left tselt-seed
about in the mossy crags of its snraltky habitat.

Alpine
strawberries have
seededhround
belowthe troughs
and around the
slabswhere their
flowersbring
decoratioras

well asfood for
thepollinators
thentastytreats
for the other wild
life, including the
gardeners.
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Typicl view showing the balantkee gareh hasetween trees an anod level plants

This view
should be
familiar to
reguar readers
| featureit
regulaty
throughoutthe
year as it goes
through so
many haseof
growth.

Starting from
the first
snowdropst
goes througla
number of
sequences until
the jungle
appearst this
time of year.
You might 5t
wonder what is 25
there to see
but seek and
you will find.




Over the years
Arisaema
ciliatum var.
liubaensehas
spread across the
garden by seed.
The distribution
is helped by me
whenl grab
handfuls of

bright red cluster
of berries that
drop to the
grourd in

autumn to scatter
across other
beds.




| am drawn

to the
colours,
shapes and
forms of
foliage and
here among
the many
different
types | was
interested in
the similar
form that the
Arisaena
leaves share
with Lilium
martagon.



