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Thecovershowsa bunch of wild flowersthatl broughthome from my Walltheother da)and how beautiful they
were These plants ar@so known as weedsghich seems derogatory to meften note that nature has distinct
colour themes at different times of the year with yellow and pugileg the pallet at the moment.éde colours
arereplicated acrosthe different plantd picturegrowing in wild area®n my walk such as thieuddleia davidii
andSenecio jacobaeaere on aite of a school they demolishadewyears agoWhile they are waiting totart
building the site has been leftrtatureand n those few years it has become a beautlful haven of biodivergity
phase®f blooms ; - ot ;
provingresources

for pollinators

through the

seasondDuring a

winter storm one of

the trees was blown

down across the

perimetersecurity

fencewhich has

meant that | can

nowget in to record

theseasonajirowth

up closeratherthan

just picturing it

throughthe chain

link fence.

| have often written

abou the attitude of

gardeners to wild

flowersand will

continue to do so

| think it comes : : -

down to being confident in how you grow them, or allow them to gnoyour gardenThe mordntentioral they
look themore likelythey areto be accepted and admiréém also encouraged by more commentators encouragi
them being accepted andedin our cardens
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This is not a wild scene but our f
encouraginglyp d oemvd r ¢ h a n g é noyeveuwyone approvesgesedtingly | am always changing them in

the sense of scattering seeds to try and estalih&hn suitable plants.

| scattered
some seedsf
Vicia craccal
collected a
number of
years ago and
now it is
flowering here
in the drive.




In the fields where | walk the purple flower¥itia craccaand yellowLathyrus pratensis continue the seasonal

colour themel am currently compiling a botanical survey of this area of fields and wood to heljot@unity
Council fend off the many planning applications that are lodged to build on this protected area.

Theplanning
applications
usuallycome
with an
environmental
survey-
conductedver
two hoursin
February

There is a distinct |
autumnal feel in

the morning air ~ g3e®
that is reflected in g
the plants with

berries taking on
colour as they
ripen and the laterg
flowering

Hypericum in full
bloom attracting a
constant stream §
of bees.
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Last monthl showel thisPIantagoIanceolataand here it is stilending pore flowring stemmmethigt has
been doing sincat leastMay.

Another good plant that seems to flower perpeally even in mild periods in wiRsguslofumaria aurea
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biosa columbaria nanas also popular with the bees.




I have completed the annual task of cutting the hedges as evidenced by the piles of shwedttdiggs be spread
out after a few weeks of compostiridiave been using this methodpiiing the shredding on the bedsutting out
the need for me to haul it aile way to the compost heaps only to have to carry it all back again later .
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nd two flowering stems@fobanche
hederaerising from tre leafmould heap. Also known as the IvyoBmrape we have Ivy growingabove the heap.
| can only speculate how it gtitere




Th Ieafmould was to enrlch the pottlng mix in the Erythronluekbts; aSNhlle Weather permltlsmusttry to
repot as many as possible before they staseia out their newoots which will happervery soon

Ideally | would Ilke to replant thErythronlums in baskem/ery yeapor two but for various reasons it has been
some years now since they were last done and | did notice amyagpbf vigour this spring. It is always a good
sign to see the dried remains of laseé a srootsbtBese are a good indicator that the bulbs have grown well.
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Erythronium tuolumnensehas the biggest bulbs of the genus and grows well in most acorsdigven baske
I do not replace athe soil butenrichit by mixing in some leafmould andszattering of bonemeal.

i

Thebasket full of bulbs ready to be toppaol with potting mix and returned to the plunge lieead moraletails
on my methods for growing Erythronium in containers in the chapter from mytgtkoniums in Cultivation
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https://www.srgc.net/documents/bulb%20logs/2015Jul151436956306BULB_LOG_2815_plus.pdf
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| like to vary the angles that | phtograph plants from giving an alternative vialuai lankongenseflowers.
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Likewise an unfamiliar view ofegopodium podagraria (Ground Elder orBishopWeedin Scotlang.




| have a few small plants of it growing in the garden but | must go back to the seaside anchootiesgted in a
few weeks time.




Many plants can mutate like this one in the gandigh afasciated flover. It is just the primary bloom that is
deformedthe other flowers on the same pland stermare normal.
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s are attractive I find the revious one quite whbn cmpar witthe perfect flowers but these

Not all mutatio
semidouble flowerson aTanacetum parthenium (Feverfew growing at the side of a building site ay@te nice.




Tanacetum partheniumgrows and seeds around the garden especially aintteof year when mangf the plants
in our garderare in retreat.

Anotherplantl
have introduced
from seed
collected around
the wild areas is
Achillea
millefolium .



