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A skein of geesélying overthe gardens a clear sign that the season is turning, actuditgtineardthe honking
and sawgeese flying ovdreadbackin August which seemedery early too earlyi but Autumn is here.

We cannot
deny the
changes we
are seeing to
theweather
and the
seasons, and
it is these
conditions
that he
plants
respond to

| am as
attractedoy
the
appearance
of the
mushrooms
thatl see on
my walk as
| was when
| was a boy.

Theworld of fungi is fascinatingWhen the plankingdom became a separét@nchonthe great tree of life fungi
stayed on thenainstem with the animal kingdont was some millions of years before yraso branched out.



Putting it simply it is the fungi that make the world wetlreaking all the fallen organic matter down into a lovely
nutritious soilwith humus and releasing the nutrients.

The fields and |
woods that | walk
in most daysre
owned by some
overseas
speculatorsvho
hope that at some
time planning
permissions will

be giveni | hope
not.

For at least 60
yearsthis
protected arehas B
been left to nature§
so there is plenty
of fallen and
standing dead
wood around for
the fungi to work
on.
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Eventually this trunk will falto the groundvhere it can b
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Back in the garden the signs of autumn are everywhere the leaves are turning colour before falling from the
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| love the contrast between the Roscoea foliage turning yellow as it dies back with the newly emerging flower
Crocus speciosusl often wonder why these bulbs evolved to flower at this time and it seems that they were

We have in the past
grown and studied
many Crocuspecies
that requirectareful
cultivation under glass
because thewere
simply not suited to our
SS8S open garden conditions
& and weather.
My focus has now
changed to
concentrating oand
appreciatinghe species
that will adapt to
growing in our cool
moist conditions and
that includes many of
these autumn flowering
species.




While we can do
nothing about our
weatherwe can make
adjustments to the
growing habitat by
improving the
drainage in the soil.
This is mostly done
with the addition of
rocks of some size,
from gravel up to
large stones, hence
the term 6
Gardendé ca
Here | have used bot

a good layer, 30cms, §

of sharp sandor the
growing medium
covered by closely
placed small rocks for
decoration ands |
have explained before
to stop mice eating
the corms.
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While the individual flowers might not last very |

weeks from this small bed. The violet flowers are hybrids that have evolved in the gdodgnyithwhite forms
or Crocus nudiflorus and one of my favourite€rocus vallicola
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Crocus vallicola
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This small experimental bed has been a great trial ground where | can find out which of the crocus species a
forms will grow and seed unprotected from the weather in our garden.
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Elsewhere in a woodsy sdilrocus banaticusthrives This beautiful and distinct species grows in many of the
different habitats across the garden where it tBiiiv@ur cooler moist conditions.
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HereCrocus banaticuis growing in the gravel rich very well dra




The previous Crocus banaticus is one of a population growing throigdarge
whichis still flowering months afteits first flowers appeared in Juhjit will continue until the winter freeze sets

in. | speak about the gardener modifying the habitats but here is an illustration how a plant can manipulate the
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| plantedAchillea miIIoIiu furtheralong the same raised slab bed and it has also been flovi@armgnths.
like plants that flower over a long time @peat flower like here.




Here you can see some of gpmentflowers from some weeks ago standing out in the light alongside the new ste
all rising from the sam@lant Many of the native species such asThpleurospermum inodoruryou may have

noticed behind some of the previous pictures of crocus in the cobblelbezpeat flower like this

| A

: |
Tripleurospermum inodorum




growing where the seed must have fallen between the 3laé&sutumn crocus may not seem very showy when t
are closed but the become very eye catching whearms up enough for their flowers to open, below.




As you get familiar with the flowers you can start to identify the different species from the shape of the flower:
which distinguishes theggrocus kotschyanusn the foreground from the similarly coloured hybrids behind.

Another highlight of the season is the way the low light illuminates some leaves making them stand out like st
glass windows. Here it is the large leave®oflophyllum pleianthum joined bythe lanceolate leaves and raceme:
of creamy whité/eratrum fimbriatum flowers



