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The snow cover that
featuredast month stayed
for around two weeks then
it all disappeared overnight
when a relatively warm
front moved in.

The sudden change of
conditions triggered an
explosion of growth from
some of the early bulbs
mostly the Galanthus along
with Leucojum.

As | rushed with
rearranging the fallen
leaves for the imminent
mass growthl revealed
some Eranthis shoots
pushing through in their
inevitable benbver
fashion(below).

Through the period more
and more Snowdrops have
appearegtheir white

flowers spreading out across the gardenrllgland unifyingall the differenthabitats thablend together tonake up

our garden.

Eranthis hyemdis shoots emerging.
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The Eranthis quickly grow from tse ben{over%hoc\fsrning upright,displaying asgoAIden balls sittin on a ruff
of foliage but so far our temperatures have not warmed enough for their flowers to open fully.

# \When | spoke of

rearranging the leaves what
| tend to do is to remove
them from the paths and
rocky beds wheree grow
somecushion and matt
forming plants which
£ would not appreciate being
coverd in leavesdutleave
themlying as a natural
. mulch on the bulb beds and
below the trees and shrubs.
Ly Like many of you | used to
&' worry that léting the leaves
stay where they felivould
inhibit the growth of
seedlingsl was oncerned
that thér tiny first growth
would not be able to break
| through the layer of leaves.
| was wrongthey are more
than up to it. In fact many
of these plants have
evolved to grow in this kind of leaf litter whichather than inhibiting the growth, serves to support and nourish t
seedlingsThis top layer oflecayingeaves is a perfect habitat for the youyntgntsto grow in with plenty of
organic nutrients for the young roots to absé&dbdwell as feeding the plants the organic mulches support a wide
range of micreorganismssome of which also feed the garden birds which are constantly foraging among the
leaves. Annoyingly the blackbirds keepitsering the leaves etc back onto the paths while the tiny Wrengdesap
as theytunneldown among the leaves se®ktheir daily nourishment.
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| observeplenty of speciainoments as
special about this picture showing one of the darkest most shaded parts of the garden. It is the shaft of sunlig

briefly illuminated the trunk of a large conifer.

What made this
especially
fascinating to me
was that the shaft off
light, from the

rising sun, was not
direct but being
reflected off the vey
windows | was
looking through.
This shaft of light
brought thisarea,
usually invisiblein
the shadgnto the
spotlight.

| am always trying
to capture such
transient moments
of light with my
camera.




Looking forward oubf the window |
observe the previous scenirning to
my right, another tree is also being
illuminated a bonsaithis one directly
by the sunshine.

I normally trim and tidy the bonsai in
February when | will remove any die
back and clip the growth to keep the trg
compact.

I will almost certainly be showing you more pictures of the Snowdrops in the next Buldltlogughwe have a
lot outnowwe are not at the peak flowering. The la@manthusé G| e n adsralmay®among the first to flower.




Leucojum vernum var carpaticum.
| also like maybe even prefethe Leucojum which are also planted and seeding around the garden.

Eranthis hyemalls andLeUCOjum vernum poklng through the leaf mulch.




It is always nice when bulbs show a willingness to incrdasaing clumpsbut | see this as both a good and a bac
feature. Good for the clonal incredsbad because as the clumps become more and more corfmsezohg
diminishes and thegeed to be splifThis clonal increasalsomeans that there is less cross fertilisation regypilih
fewer seeds being set. | much prefer the bulbs that willingly seed themselves atms®dseed raised plantings
are always more fertilereadily sel-sowing as thegross pollinate and produce segds as theydoin the wild
Clumps are not a familiar feature in natural populations of bullos because they do not exist but because as the
are no gardeners around to split the clumpbe wildthese clonesimply outcompete themselves and die out.
Outside of cultivation clumping is not a good evolutionary tactic.
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ump of Narcissus that has g lly besonmngestednd the competition
between the bulbs so grehat the flowering is very podrjust three flowers from all these leav@$fie next
guestion is when is the best time to lift and split bulbfiihg them when the bulbs are completely dormant is the
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Using a small fork slid downolose to the edge of the clump on three
prised the clump up so | could separate the individual bulbs.
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| separated the bulbs out with minimamae to the tHepIa
five and some singl{o mimica more natural look timthe singlelarge clumpoffered
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ukere have been plenty of flowers in the bulb houses over recent months. These winter
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Regarding Narcié: l
flowering species give us flowering interest throughdagkmonths keeping going until long after the flowers in

the garden have picked up.




Different forms and hybrids dflarcissus romeuxii .
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A few years ago | spli Germaney' planting the bulbs out singly and now these
have doubled up.




Using mulches is a
common practice
among rock 5
gardeners where it |5 ¢
is mostly gravel that & =S
is used.
So often gardeners
otidyodo up
etc.For many years

| was guilty of that

until | adoptedvhat

| observed in nature

into the garden. |
realised that this

natural leaf fall is
naturés way of

mulching and

feeding the soil

keeping it full of

life and nutrients

that support the

As we try to create a woodland typ of condition we use a lot of oramc mulches.
too readily in our climate is moss. Various mosses grow on the, slaks and the gravel areasd for manyears
we tried to remove it until we realised that it forms a part of the natural @aydle of soil formation. Moss is

often the first step iturning inhospitable stoney ground into a productiva Bieseeds to germinate.




Cyclamen coum




All our beds are covered withithermoss, leavesr garden comp
seeing moss as a problem | now see it as part of the garden environment.
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has become a new

ghting a loosing battle to keep this area of gravel free of growth but now it
experiment where | have added a few plants and scattered seeds and will now watch what happens and repc
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Above and belovare some of the earli

i/-' . 3 X .
est floweriggythronium caucasicum.

Erythronium caucasicum



