


Since last months Bulb Log
there has been a big transition
of the plants in the garden
Many subject$ showed last
month have gonever but
theyarebeing repaced by
even more growth and colour.
It is these changing sequences
of flower combinationsalong
with naturalisationthat
continue to delight and
interest me in the garden. Last
month the Erythronium
plunge bed was dominated by
Iris &atherine Hodgking
whose flowers are now over
buttheyhavebeen replaced
by abeautifulcreamy white
floral froth provided by
Corydalis malkensis.
- : \ Because Corydalis malkensis
. ' [C=a T, B W can seed around prolifically
some people call it a Ooweedyd oneafthose fants that once establishbd
looks after itself. It i©nly in growth for around six weeks which time it has floweredet seegand gone back
underground where it will lie as a small tuber until next sprihgw can such a plant be considerauisance
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Like all the plants in our gardédorydalis malkensishas no respect for the boundaries between beds énd paths







Other colours come from Corydalis solida and Crocus.

v - |y i S : \
e | » RN

Corydalissolida brings a range of warm colsimcluding violets and purples which merge and mix with the
creamy white.
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The range of colours @orydalissolida includes warm pinks an‘re-ds.

o

5 \ R
- -

Although less proifially than orydlis malkensﬂm‘rydlis sdida also seeds arounds viownhere where all
the plants on the lower level have grown frifraseeds falling from th original plantingon the upper level
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Corydalis solida
and
Hepatica nobilis

The variations you
can get is one of
the great joys of
growing plants
from seed.

The results are you
get theplants
coming in a range
of colours rather
than a single block
of a clone.

Look at any great
painting and what
may look like a
block of a single
colour will more
than likely be
made up of many
subtle variations




Corydalis solidaandHepatica nobilis have proven to be an ideal combintgmwing happily togethan this
small rocky planting at the edgéthe Erythronium plunge frame.

The Corydalis are the dominant mass planting that leads us nicely from the very early flo
next wave of coloudominance thatwill come from the ErythroniunWe can &eadyspot the growth of later
flowering herbaceous plantshesewill take their turn inthe space as we head into the summer.




Looking across the Corydalis malkensis towards another great plant for early f@avdesnine pentaphyllos

am sure many of you wil!/ have heard of the ter
0st i ck e mwbennew infrantatmrecpntes to lighthe plant namemaychange but | will stick with the name
that I, and probably most gardenexd] have known a plant as for many years.

LT e A e




(s \ \ 'Y =
We have grown this colour form Gfardamine pentaphyllosfor many yearslt is easy to propagate by breaking
lumps off the tuberous like roots from the edge of the clump when it is dormant and planting them, not too de
a new spot where they will flower the following spring. It is a plant that can take dark dry shade.
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| found this paler colour form a@ardamine pentaphyllosgrowingin an old estate that is being dug up and

developed. During the winter some trees blew down atigetgoot pads emerged out of the groundytheaved
up some roots of both this and the plant bekavi was able to grab a few bits four garden.
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Rather than a
single clone |
will now have a
variation of
colour forms of §
Cardamine
pentaphyllos
along with the
creamy white
Cardamine
enneaphyllos

Now | have
more than one
clonel may be
lucky and get
some seed.
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There are well established colonied?oimula vulgaris that have been growing, perhaps for mor than 100 yea
in another estate | walk around and along with the classic primrose colour thererge @f Enk forms.

Primula vulgaris




growing in the estate, is among the mos beautiful of t entire genera.
| do not have any of the pink forms but may ask if | can have a pinch of seed from one of these dark forms.
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| planted these Pin and Thrum forms of Primula vulgarislthaisedfrom the seed | was allowed to collect a few
years agaide by siden the hope that we will become self sufficient for seed in the future.




| have always stated how much we as gardeners can learn from nature and although this isthis estdevith
the Primroses has been left to naturalise for all the time (50years) | have known of it.

Thelessos | learnaretheywill grow through grass and other plaatsdjustiook how close to the trees they will
grow including seeding into the pockets formed by the root buttress.



