Arisaema wilsonii.~



Like much of the UKour
spring wasunusually
warm and sunnywith
Aberdeerexperienng its
warmest and sunniest
spring on recordA mean
temperature of 8.23°C,
beating the previous record
of 7.97°C in 2024. It also
had the sunniest spring on
record, with 593.7 hours of
sunshineThis was the
driest spring in Scotland
since 2001, with an
average of 204.1mm of
rain.We are seeing the
effects the changing
weather is having on the
plants we growmany of
which we selected because
they enjoyed our
previously cool moist
- % conditions.
We h a oftensaenArisaema wilsoniflowers so clearly because when the ground is moist the leaf growth is
usually simultaneous with the flowers but as the ground is so dry the leaves are waiting for the moisture.
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I love this area in a nearby wood where thetbisbeautiful carpet planting &llium ursinum andClaytonia
sibirica growing in a damp hollowBoth of these plants favour moist ground, the Claytonia is believed to have
been introduced from the Pacific North West of America in 18B88ve not managed to establish it in our garden
and perhaps with the recent changes in our weather we will no longer be lathetcer | do try and recreate this
scene, deit with different plants, in our garden.
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Plants will move around not just by seed but by runners and stolons. This seems to be an aalidmpétiotoy
many plants that have evolved in woodland conditadltaving them to run around in the constantly enriched leaf
layers of the soil as they try and escape the deep shade by seeking better light and morelraisgureen aware
of this for manyyears as | watch plants move around our garden. One that has moved and spread out from a

original small planting is Galm oderatum. It now covers muchair front garden forming a lovely green carpet
that does not inhibit any of the other plants that it grows with. It has even started to grow up and over the fron
taking advantage of the pioneering growth of moss to get a root hold. | have observed this very process of pl
colonising rocky areas in many parts of the wavltere the plants follow the mosstorthe rocks.

In its move to seek
freedom the&Galium
oderatum has also
breached the low wall at
the edge of the drive to
colonise the area of
gravel beside the
driveway along with
Geranium sanguaum
which has arrived there
by seed.




Due to the heat many of the bulbs went back earlier than most yedne transitions between groups of plants
weredifferent. In previous years some of the Erythronflowerswere hanging on when the Bluebells appeared.
This year the Bluebells also came and went more quickiywiesare used to. It is not just a visual effect that the

quicker retreatinderground of the bulbs but the shorter growing period mustimigdhe growth of the bulbs.
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Our plantihgs are increasingb;ecoin a mixture of plants with the specie we have raised from around the w

mi xi ng with the speciAbsgwithmang sther@\iiumsirnsitum rmexes withRleebetlss 6
Silene dioicaandUvularia grandiflora.




Silene dioicaRed
campion a common
roadside plant brings
joyous pink highlights
to the bed at this time
of year. The big
advantage of this type
of wild native plant is
that they grow well
with little input from
us and do not drown
out the other plants
sharing the same bit o
ground. Should you
wish it is very easy to
limit the amount that
these plants seed
around by cutting
them back when the
flowers are over.
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The vibrant scarlet flowers @iulipa sprengeri are a sharp contrast with the pink of 8ikene dioica Why is it
called Reccampion and not Pinkampion?
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Clumps ofUvularia grandiflora are spreading acros
the gravel edges of the path.
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rock garden bed where clumps of croc
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Aquilegia garden hybrids seed around everywhere. | do try and limit their march around the garden by cutting
stems back after flowering while at the same time spreading the seeds of the paler flowered forms ikier the da

shady areas of the garden where their white and pink flowers would add interest at this time of year.
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Anot h.r

It is a great plant that will take deep dry shad

the wild but only brought into the garden around five years ago.

full exposure to the sun.

Anthriscus sylvestris




| am slowly coming
to the realisation that
| should work even
more with naturgas
seenon the path
which has been
taken over by
Erythronium. |
normally spend
hours removing the
plants that appear
after the
Erythroniums but
this year | am
watching what
happens if there is
less intervention
from me.
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Maianthemum stellatum has taken over the gr large Rdeddrons in the bed next to the hedge. |
dondét remember introducing this plant it just ap
dry shade under the trees and shrubs. It spreads by stolons and | am now restricting its spread to this bed w
our humus rich topsoik relatively easyas pulling the stem lifts the stolethat are venturing too far




Maianthemum stellatum is a stylish plant with alternate leaves spaced up the stem topped by a raceme of sm
starlikewhite flowers As the Rhododendrons grew ever taller and the canopy rose up to reveal the ground anc
allow more light inl have been planting Erythronium, Anemone,daanine and similar early flowering plants
which grow before th&aianthemunemergesEvenafter it grows théMaianthemundoes not smother the other
plants but forms a low canopy below which the bulbs leaves can die back naturally.

Erythronium
leaves growing
under shade of
the
Maianthemum
have grown
longer than
those in nore
exposed parts of
the garden.



