


The slab beds and trouggwe a good reflection of how the cllmate changesaéfm:tlngthe plants we can grow
In recent years we have seen changes in the plants weagrowre correctlythe plants that grow for us. One
stalwart is theCyananthus lobatus hybrid It has grown on this bed farell over thirty years coming back a bit
bigger eaclyearas it spreads out from a cluster of lacy roots. It has never set any seed but | am sure, if | want
could lift and split the roots to make new plants. In the same bed we also grow a number of Qigatanthus
microphyllus which has suffered from the hotter droeemditionswe have experienced in the last few yesosne
dying out completely wihe others have just held on with less vigour. Plants can tolerate such conditions at cert
times of the year better than others. iFrstancethey mlght survive a hot dry summer but not the same condition:
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| treat each and every trough as an
experiment to observe how different
plants will respond to the habitat,
aspect and the weather conditions.
Once established | rarely water them
and one of the most remarkable
survivors is this tiny trougthatl|
landscaped and planted in a
demonstration some time p2800.

The aim was to demonstrate how you
can build up depth in a shallow
container using rocks. On the way to
thedemonstrationl, pulledbits off of
some saxifrages and a primula simply
to give an impressioaof plants in the
new landscap@All these bits took

root and continue to grow.




The smaller forms

of Primula '
marginata and

some silver
saxifrages have £
proven to be s
among the most
resilient plants
survivingin
unwatered

troughs through

the driest of

spells provided

they are shaded

from the full sun

for most of the

dayi this is why
aspectind the
position of the
throughis so
important.

| was not o
surprised that the & 4
silver saxifrage in =%
the left side of tfs
trough came through the hot dry period but was pleasantly surprised to find that the bright green Sino Himala
Saxifraga brunonishas also done weftee below)
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) Saxifraga brunonis, named foiRobert Brown (1773858) aprominentScottish botanist
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Now for some plants that have not done so well in the drotigigtroughl landscaped with roof slates and
planted 30 plus years agoth a number of plants includiri@aoulia australis that grewspreaéhg outto cover
almost two thirds of the area. Now it has mostly died out, frazzled in the hot dry conditions, however a few bit
have survived and given favourable conditions, theseavith a nucleusrom which it cangrow outand spread

again. We mostly see pictures of troughs that are recently planteldoking freshbutit is not easy to keep them
looking like thatin the long termsol like to share whactuallyhappenslIf you want to see these troughs growing
better or to read more about onethods antroughs click the link t@Bulb Log 2420

Over the years |
have found out
which plants are
survivors.Patches
of theRaoulia
manage to hang on
vegetatively and
regrow while others
set seeds to survive.
This trough was
planted by
scattering seeds of
Erinus alpinus
across théimestone
landscapeErinus
alpinusis a real
survivor and must
be one of the easiest
of alpines to grow
but even some
plants of it have
suffered in recent
conditions.



https://srgc.net/documents/bulb%20logs/2020Jun101591785548BULB_LOG_2420.pdf
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not all that rema | see a mass of seedlings
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Over the years we have refined the plants we goowatherthey hav
among thesurvivorsis the silvery grey leavedotentilla pulvinaris.
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Like most of our plants we greRotentilla pulvinaris from seed planting the resulting seedlings in this slab bed
and from there it has seeded itself gently around the original plants.
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Hypericum reptans
is another trailing
plant that used to
grow well in this bed
Over many yearg
spread outrailing

down the sides until itf <

died out last year in
similar hot dry
conditions.
Hypericum reptans
survives in another
bed and it has also
left this seedling
growing in between
the slabs. This is not
the most convenient
place for it to grow it
is liable to get stood
on but when a plant
chooses where to
grow, as hergwe
have learned to leave
them.
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| candt remember t h e .We raised o from Bd naanyg/ra';ihb abHiyadBeseédedLim
the slab beds however in the hot dry conditions of the last few years wetthidwaghdisappearecompletelyuntil
we spotted a seedling growing in a shallow granite trough next to the sldimbed.to figure out why it survived

here but not in the slab beds.
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One plant 'that appeas to have enjoed the hot dry condiins ithIDaphnetha we were gifted

several years ago. It has survived well in a slab bethtsuyearit flowered better than ever befaadnowit has
formed drupeswhich | have harvested, removed the seed and;seithnmy fingers crossefbr germinatiot




Itistypicalinour garden to see unusual plants growi nlgt
what they all have in common is that they are survivors that can adapt and grow in alraexggng conditions.

Prunella vulgaris, Papaver cambricum and Primula marginatagrowing in a perfect harmony.



