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To help me write the Bulb Log |
try and find a theme or a story
that | carwalk throughin my
head It may not always be
obvious to you deaeadersbut

it helps me in my struggle with
words and writing thatweave
around the picturelshavechosen
to sharehis month

Thistimeit is paths and windows
that | have in my head plus of
course the weather is always
present.

This is the view to the North Sea
looking down the hill from our
front doorstept shows the
exposure we havespecially
when the wind is from the north
or east

What have wmdows got to do with the garden you ask’? In our case the large widows had a blg influence on

formed the garden always thinking about the view we would get from the windows. This is from my seat in th
sitting room lookingowards thavest across the troughs and raised slab beds which each form a landscape in
themselves as well as wheombinedWith the rocks and other hard landscape elements this view looks interes
at all times of the year with seasonal flowers adding colourful highlights over a long flowering season.




Although | had jUSt cleaned the windows the plcture Iooks much clearer when taken from outside. As aside n
dondét often clean the windows as | have a theory
dirtier. This was partly provedfterstorm Amymoved onthe wind and raimadcovered the windows in dirt again.

4 o
The large spreadln@yananthus lobatus hybrldls one of the plants that | can see and it still has plenty of flowe




plenty of opportunity for bulbs to be growing undeath. Crocus banaticusis one of those bulbs that flower in

the autumn appearing through the trailing mat. The mat will die back and be removed long before the Crocus
want to grow.
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There is something very special about the Crocus that flower in the autumn. They are often referred to as late
flowering while in reality they are the early flowering onéa® others will hold on to their flowers through the
winter blooming in the spring. This group is a mixture of out garden hybrid€@udis pulchellusshown in the
detail below. Once they settle in and start flowering they will seed around.

Crocus pulchellus



Ah- paths! These are important to move around the garden and when we first started thevgasdered a lot of
grass then we gradually laid out the paths by cutting concrete paving slabs into the grass.
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Near the house we
created a paved area
for the troughs and
slab bedsAt first,
we kept the area
around the slabs
clear of plants but
gradually selected
plants that provided
some benefit were
allowed tostay. One
of those plants was
the wee alpine
strawberry which
line the path in front
of the house and
provides us with
very tasty treats
almost every day
from June until
winter sets in.




Regular readers will
be familiar with this
Crocus. It started as @
single flower many
years ago when a
seed must have falle
between the cracks.
The corm has
increased year on
year producing so
many corms | could
see them squeezed
into the craclgetting
forcedtowards the
surface Curious

birds would peclat
them scattering some
of the small corms on
the surface which |
planted into the slab
beds.These are what
we refer to as the
Crocusgarden
hybrids Crocus
pulchellus, kotschyanus arxdntholalmoareln their parentage. They are fully fertile producing seed as well as
increasing at the corm.

Crocus grde hylds
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Over the yearthe garden evolveandwe cut moreand morlating areas into the grass until all the grass was
goneand the areas between the paved stepping stones was filled with pea gravel. The lifted grass was stack
down which provided us with a key component for the potting mix we used for theovelbaany years until it

And so pan our gardenhave bece a place f plant cﬁ:us pulchellusseeding around in the path.
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The narrow gravel path be.éen these two small plunge beds for Erythrbniums is now full of Crocus flestrers
arrivedby seed but Crocus speciosumspurple and white formslso runs about by underground by stolons.
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TheseCrocus banatlcusare for now, staylngwnhln the be where | planted them but any seed thatdatlento
the gravel areas are more likely to grow than those that fall on to the organic mulches used on the beds.

Back to windows and birds |n3|de and out. We have positioned the bird feeders so they can be seen when we
the sitting room.




also see these from mwyorktablewhere | am writing and right now there are a number of birds and a wood mou
on the feedersharing the sunflower hearts. It is not just the feeders that attracts the birds they are also drawn
habitat we have created with layers of tresbsubs as well as extensive ground plantiige birdsforagebusily

among all théabitatsand seem to find plenty natural food




| am fascinated by thmany yellow dandelion like flowers but find them difficult to identify accuraf€lys may
beScorzoneroides autumnalis t he O Aut umn Hawkbité or it may be

Tan

It is not
considered to
be a weed in
our garden
where we
welcome its
cheery yellow
flowers that
appear through
thecollapsing
and retreating
foliage of the
summer
growing plants.




Looking the other way from the window towards the glasshousbgh survived the winds of Storm Amy. They
said Amy was the first named storm of the season but not in our garden. Tétdiratlardis applied to the bulbs

houses at the beginning of Septembexaiethe bulbs from their summer dry period. A second good soaking is
applied at the beginning of October and all through the wageequired.

Growth appearguite
quickly after the first
storm andthe bulbs are
not allowed to dry out
again until they start to
die down naturally as
nextsummer
approacheandit starts
to warmup.

The bulb houses will
bring us flowers, mostly
from the Narcissus
bulbocodium group, all
the way through from
September to June
depending on the
weather. It has been
and stillis, warm so the
Narcissus are a bit later
into flowerthis year.



