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They say beauty is in
the eye of the
beholderand while |
accept thastatement
we shouldalsoopen
our eyedo different
forms of beautyEven
as theyfaded,we
could not bring
ourselves to tfow out
this beautiful bunch of
peonies friends sent to
Magg. Instead we
watched them slowly
transform from the
glorious freshscented
flowers at their peak
to the crisp dried
remains that | share on
the cover. As they
stated to disintegrate, |
decided to preserve
the image by taking a
series of photographsam surehe deadlowerswill split opinions just as our front drives do.
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Many people stop to admire tegerchangingarray of flowers that appear from February through to the autumn
othes dismiss it as weedy and think it should be tarmacked over tomake 6 n e a like so mahy ih thedayeé
Paved and tared front gardens sadly now simply ugly carparlkdetracting from the i t gyeénspaces!




In the driveshere are a mixture of plants from the Crocus, Narcissus and Erythroniums that flowered earlier, t
self-seeded Dactyhhiza orchids, Geraniunetc, all growing with some introducedldflowersraised fronseed
have gatheredn my walks in the wild field$hen scattered on the drivEhe one plant that | did not want and
cannot get rid ofs the creeping grass that appeal#own in on the windeveralyears ago. It has persisted despite
my best efforts | will not use herbicideto get rid of itnor is it practical to dig it oufA few years ago | accepted
the situation and introduced some seeRluhanthus mingrYellow Rattle, becausesisemiparasitic habit

naturally weakens vigorous grassesl indeed while the Rhinanthus increames spreads along the dritree grass

around it does weaken.

There is currently a yellow 2SR
themearownd the front path "‘

with Pseudofumaria lutea

at one sidandRanunculus

acris at the other.

I have fond memories of the»
old style o6C

where the plants were not %
isolated but crammed

together and in peak seaso

were spilling out over the :
front path. That was before SESgin =
the 6neat anC &
took holdthen bare earth =4 =5
was favoured over carpets

of growth. N
Over the years our garden

has gradually become ever

wilder much to the delight

of the gardeners and the

local fauna.




| am not inclined to colduhe‘memlntings,but it is amazing how certain colours do naturally dominate in
different seasons. | did try and introduceRdofumaria all{aelow)which persistsalong the back path to the
gamage to have a mix of white and yellow but with no success it seems that the yellow form likes the north faci

front garden while the white thrives in the south facing back garden.
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Pseudofumaria Ibafrming the garage path.




H g X

AM
g PES

After over fifty years there is no space in and around the garden that has ncoineeendeered by plants may
be a unkept, untidy garden to many but a carefully curated wild garden to us where most plants are welcome
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Many plants IikeHaberIé fdobesisgrow hapilf fcké
isolated and exhibited as a specimen plant.
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Lilium macklinae




And so our garden isk@lendwhere plants from around the world mingle witbo he lovely

starry whiteumbelliferflowers of Anthriscus sylvestris(Cow Parsley) dance abt ina seaf herbaceous growth
all under a hybridRhododendron®lbert Schweitzera
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For a few weeks the air carries the lovely Ieony m with pollinating b
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| am constantly reminded where all my in'spiration came firoature On my local walks or my foreign travels |

have always been fasciantaad inspiredy the way plants grow when left to their own devices.

Ask a child to draw a flower artie resulwill more than likelyiook like a daisy Not surpisingly theAsteraceae
is the second largest plant family next to @rehidaceaeWe grow many representatives suclCasmisia
walkeri.
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" The tall statelalerianapyrenaicastands tall among its companions.




Like mini-sunflowers the yellow flowers @oronicum orientale brighten any corner of thgarden where they
will grow.




A few easy and reliable plants for a container first the alpine Diagnihere areseveralultivars, this one has been
growing in its container for several years without watering and the only attention it gets is a good triaubdck
the edges the autumn. The trimmings can be rooted to provide further plants.

inus. | cannot get

Considered too easy and common to row by some we should celebrat thisEclassial
enough of it and encourage it to seed aroundl#ies @and trough area.




- rl/

» - o -,‘, t_'_ /
’ . . y

In this well plte bulb bethat | feature a lot in the Bulb Lagis the time forArisaema cIi

herbaceous plantgowingaround itget ever more rampant.
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Arisaema ciliatum

Another bulb bed has a different selection of plants that grow larger.



