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| remember opening one of my talkksongmovg b ul bs wi t h

t he wor dhebubbgaw 06

themselve$ we have to provide the conditions to enabl e
that plantcan grow in. These environments are of course strongly inflddmcenany parameters including our

climate and local weather conditions. Over the years | have come to understand gardening as a journey not a
destinatiori gardening for me is all about studying and enjoying each phase of growth not about achieving an

instant good look by planting mature plants.

The trough above is a good
example of one of my experiments
T orjust a god excuse for having
a troughthat looks a long way
short of perfect.

When it was first planted with
young saxifrages it lookededn
and tidy for the first year or two
then liverworts and mosses started
to grow. Normally | would have
tried to remove or at least limit the
growth of these primitive plant
forms but Idecidedto let nature
take over and watch how the
plants developednithe cool damp
months the liverwortsaminated
even growing into theaxifrage
cushions but then in spring the
saxifrages fought back as the
newgrowth pushed the liverworts
into retreatThedeep penetrating

roots of the axifrages allowed them @row even when the surface became hot and doyditionswhich killed

some ofthe liverwortso some form of natural balance was achieved. | was not adding any form of fertiliser so |
surprisingly the plants did not grow so well in subsequent years. Taedspicture shows one plant on the left
hand corner had initially grown well covering@gearea but then it succumbed and has all but dikd plants



