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Rhododendron
auriculatum

Rhododendron
auriculatumis the latest
flowering of the large
rhododendrons in more
than one sense in our
garden whereve had a
twentyyearwait before
the first flowes and
even now we only get
the occasional
flowering. To be fair to
this magnificent
beautifullyscented
shrub it is not growing
in ideal conditions it
sits in shade at the back
of the pond among
other trees and shrubs.
It has seen more light
since we took down
five trees along our
southern boundary v
winters ago resultinm
bettergrowth.




| cannot overstate the importance of Rhododendrons in our gatigeyform an essential part of tsign
providing structure, shape and form as well as year roalodir anddecoration without their presencéhe garden

would be flat and uninteresting.
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By reoving the lower branches the bigger typewe can keep the ground below opengmwinspring bulbs
and other plants that thrive in the woodland like conditiéiso, rather than being giant shrubthey take on a

stateliertreelike form.
A further advantage as they gain height is that they form an overhead canopy allowing us pododk/iew the

underside of the foliage against the sky.
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Rhododendron elegantulum Rhododendron yakushimanum x tsarienseandRhododendronuvariifolium
viewed from underneath.




The thick white indmentum on the upper surface of the leaveRbododendronyakushimanum x tsariense
will wear off but the underside retains its furry tan covering.



The white underS|de dhododendron uvarufollum Ieaves is very attractive as the leaves stand uprighteas t
emergéd later they will turn downwards

Rhododendron rex subsp flctolacteumW|th seedpods formlng and new growth emerging.




Rhododendron rex sibsp fictolacteumand Rhododendron bureavii
In the wetter west coast of Scotlame keaveson these spees can be easithiree times the size that thattain
here.




Rhododendron primuliflorum and Rhododendron campylogynum




Rhododerdron pumllum grows at the base of the waII W|th some ofmanchesntertwmlng througha large
mound ofPhyllodocecaerulea




Rhododendronyakushimanum

Rhododendron
pumilum will
produce a
reduced second
flowering at this
time of the year if
the weather
conditions have
been &vourable
namely mild, wet
with some
periods of
sunshine.




Rhododendron
yakushimanum
X recurvioides

The growth of
this hybrid is
similar to that of
the parents which
is a spreading
mound wider than
high' this plan

is thirty plus years
old.
Rhododendron
enthusiasts will
always take hold
of and turn a leaf
to view the back
hence they are
often referred to
as Ol eaf

E
v
£




The reason for leaf turning is best expkd with these two pictures showing the front then back of the leaves.

Rhododendron bureavii, elegantulum recurvoides, yakushimanum, yakushimanum x recurvioides
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Rhododendron pachysanthunwith the beautiful red bark d@hododendronthompsonii to the right

Rhododendron pachysanthum




| am hogeful that these fat buds mean that tRisododendromvill flower next yeari it has been around twenty five
years since we sowed thtmalayan collectedeeds and it has not flowered yet. €@thpecies sown at the same
time havebeenflowering for several yeareoweverthis one was planted in the shade of a tree where the conditia
were obviouslynot conducivefor flowering - since we took the tree down in January this shrub has seen some

direct light and sunshinefingers crossed.

The larger rhododendrons provide height and help divide the garden into different areas.



