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Allium
nevskianum

One of the
reasons that |
started the Bulb
Log was to
share my
fascination of
bulbswhich has
notdiminished
over the years
in fact the more
| study them the
more pleasure |
get | have said
thatnaturehides
the most
interesting part
of these plants
underground
and that is the
bulbs

- : themselves
o o el SRR PSR teec i el which we get to
Pl L T R N O R R (S e see when we are
repotting them. The driemainsof the leavesflowersand rootof Allium nevskianumattracted meso muchthat
| took the time to capture ¢dm in this weeés cover picture When | tip out a pot of bulbisam always pleased to
find theremainsof a good root systelmecausé¢hat generally results in strong growth angealthy crop of bulbs.

>
e e

g S

Between now S
and the start of B
September
will tip out

and refantall
the pots of
bulbsi here
there are three
pots done and &
alotmoreto E
do. During the §¥
16 years of the A’
Bulb Log the %
number of pots®
of bulbs we
grow greatly
increasedo
the point that
it was simply
not practicalto
repot them
every yeaiand
so a few years
ago |
rationalised by converig a number of the plunge beds front ploinges to sathbeds~vherethe bulbs arglanted
directly into the sand I will review those in coming weeks.
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Repotting bulbs requires a lot of potting compost and | have always mixed my owor dmel first timethis year |
have had to buy in sonimgs ofJohn Innesvhich is the dark materialn the left of the box above, on the right is
thepotting mix | have made by adding grit and leaf mould tgpiimehased| mix. Potting mixes are hot topics
among gardeners and is one of the main questions that | get asked but years of growing have led me to the
understandlng that gardeners worry far medveut themakeupof the growmg mediums than the plants Hadapt

. : , : ~ the materials that are available to me
andat the timewvhen we were
growingthe maximumumberof pots
| would getin gravel and sand by the
tonnebut nowl am cutting back to a
moremanageabléevel. The key to a
good pottirg mixture is that it must be
able to hold moisture and atthe
same time. The loam and peat in the J
mix along with the addition of our
own leaf mould will hold moisture
while the addition obmm grit opens
up thestructurefor air. The balance
between grit anthe other materialss
approximately60/50 by volume but |
gauge the final resulty squeezingt
in my handit shouldfeel good.If it
stays in a solid clump whdropen my
hand and shake it theraddmore grit
if it falls apart then it is good to go. To
be sure theck every mix with my
drainage test where | fill a pot withe moistmixture then flood the pot with water.
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These Narcissus romieuxii zianicus bulbs came out of this 7cm pot but have been moveéarp poa



| find the naming of Ornithogalum confusimge have a number offierent types these were raised from seed ex
Greece and grow well in pots and the sand beds

T ARNRIRET 7

Despite the hot
dry conditions
of the bulb
houseghere is
alread some
new root
activity on
some of the
Ornithogalum
bulbs




Not every pobf bulbsturns outto bea succes$ everyyear some bulbwill grow well while others struggle and
go backwardsike this pot offritillaria stribrynii . | can learn more from faites like thigf | can work out and

understand what has gone wrdni this case the evidentieatthereis alack of rootremainssuggests the problem
manifested last September, 8@s it notenough moisture when the root growtitiated or too much moisture due
to lack ofdrainagethatcaused the emerging roots td?o
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Either way most bulbs are stubborn survivors and give the grr another chance @cgmiitMSriht - after
cleaning away the dried remains | am left with some healtisll bulbils to grow on.



The hot dry

weather

continuesto put B
the garderunder ¥
stressalthough [
as | am writing
(Monday) it is
rainingas a

small front

passes over

Thesedried out
Colchicum
leaves have
served their
purpose in z
feeding the bulbs
below and have
died back
naturallyi in
around four
weeks they will
be replacedby
their beautiful
flowers.
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No matterwhat time of year there are alwayighlightsand interesto be foun




Lilium martagon

Arisaema
jacquemontii

Arisaema
jacquemontii
flowering
alongsidehe
opening
Erythronium
seed heads
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bs isatical cmpontn the design of the garden.

Foliage and structungrovided bythe trees and shru




The hot dry
conditions are
causing many of
the summer
flowering plants,
such as the lilies,
to go over very
quickly
flowersthat
would lastfor
weeksmost

years are fading |
after a few days.
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Candelabrgrimula hybrid.




Primula
florindae

Roscoeaalplna areseedlng aroundJeIow thetaII Arlsaemacmatumflowersrlsmgthrough the driedemains of
Erythronium leaves
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ThIS bedstarted to flower in the late mnerW|th Eranthls and Galamis followed by a succession of man;her
gerera,providingcontinwous flowering: nowthe Roscoeaavetheir timein thisthickly planted bed

Roscoea SCI||IfO|Ia
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There are many species and cultivarRo$coeavailable now both as plants and as seed through the exchange:
and theybring welcome caurful flowers at this timefoyear when many of the othelapts wegrow have past.



