


drime always seems fty past, it is hard to believe that this is Log 20, it does not seem that long since | did the
first log in early January, then I look through my picture files and see how many bulbs have flowered since the
| start to get a sense of the time that passed

Little did | realise when | wrote those opening woialsBulb Log 20 of 2003the first year, that | would be sitting
here writing Bulb Log 20 of 2018 which happens to be th&"&@lition.

Garden view

| am glad that | could not see into the futiirestarted the Bulb Log gasta one year project which | doubt |

would have undertaken if | knew that | would stillweting it weeklyafter sixteen yearfiowever in tandem with
the garden it has slowlyrown andevolved into where we are now. | am a very visual person so recording
everything in pictures comes naturally and the discipline of having to produce an online garden diary has ens
that | have a wonderful record of tgarden, far in excess of the relatively small number of images | share online
each week.

When it started | did concentrate on the cultivation of bulbs which was why | called it the Bulb Log Diary howe
| cover everything in the garden and we grow afqgtlants from the tiny alpines to way too many trees for our
relatively small plowhich, paced outis approximately 1320 square metdtsvould be tempting to only share our
successes but | think we can learn more from the failures provided we undéhnsta@ason behind them and of
course it is reassuring to know that all gardens have success andiféiigreometimes said that an expert is
someone who has killed the most plants!

Every year is different in the garden as the seasonal progressies according to the weathplus the year on

year growth and spread of plants changes the environment and so the garden evolves. Lootarghbsadraphs
takenway beyondhe start of the Bulb Log is amazing to see how open and flat the gardeniwthe early stages
of development and yes at ostagethere was a plan for the layout of the paths and hard landscaping which has
changed but what has grovandevolved within that framework is very different.

My long term aim was to create a gardegit tihas more of a midandscape than a normal garden and while | am
happy with what we have achievebave learned enough to know that gardening is a journey with no destinatio


http://www.srgc.org.uk/bulblog/140503/log.html

that is to say the growth and evolution cannot be stoppe@ver it can behangeds is evident in recent years
where we have been cutting back some of the trees and shrubs to reopen the ground level planting opportuni
An important lesson to learn is that flowers have a short ses@mme last just a day othetsder gooactonditions
might last a few weeks and some plants will produce a succession of flowers but leaves are around for montt
always have foliage in mind when | am planting.

| have a need for change partly because | like new challenges and | see thegargéace where | can
experiment with environments and habitatsftencall myself a habit manipulatarying to mimic natural habitats

in the garden and we have a wide range of these withat we consider to baur small woodland gardehere

are many mini and micro environments including troughs, raised beds, pogdjardenetc.all of whichbring us
great pleasure which is greatly enhanbgthelocal wild life includinga steady stream of birds feeding and
nesting within the trees and shrubs.

In case you have not come via the Bulb Log index paf)ese youcanaccess all 800 Bulb Logs here are direct
links:-

Bulb Logs 2003 2008 were HTML based and will open in your browser

2008 Onwardsire PDF files.

Also for the last three years | have been recordini@p Bog Video Diary Supplements, another project ttethfor
a temporary period, where you will findt themoment,129 videos o myYouTube Channel

Left: Rhododendron primuliflorum '‘Doker -la’ , with Rhododendron pingianumbehind, right: a
Rhododendron lepidotum hybrid.

What | write in a Bulb Log is whatever is attracting attention that week in the gardgr beyondand this week
it has to be the Rhododendrdhat are the main subjeshose flowers are adding so much colourle/kiie plants
forming the undeplanting play a supporting role.


http://www.srgc.org.uk/bulblog/bulblog.html
http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/index.php?log=bulb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpLSJ9GmDtJMTdMo3nUWqWg

