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Geranium sanguineum 
 
 



It is interesting to reflect back 

comparing the look and feel of 

the garden in February, as the 

first of the plants started to 

brave the cold dark days, with 

the tall lush growth that now 

dominates the very same 

spaces. The early plants, which 

are mostly bulbs, are now 

resting underground and not in 

the least bit bothered that these 

more flamboyant plants are 

now time-sharing the bed. In 

fact these plants are helping the 

bulbs stay dry by taking up the 

copious amounts of water from 

the regular rain this summer is 

delivering. As the days start to 

shorten these summer plants 

will start to retreat, opening up 

the ground again just in time 

for the early flowering bulbs that will start to appear as autumn approaches. You may have realised that this is the 

front garden and the bit of gravel in the bottom right, which is the path way to the front door, is the only area that 

we keep clear of plants.   

 

 
Primula florindae  stands out among the many others here and its beautiful scent welcomes us to the front door.  

 



 
On the east drive the Dactylorhiza that I showed a few weeks back are going into seed, the clover flowers are also 

browning so can be pulled off allowing more light and air into the mass flowering of the Geranium sanguineum. 

 

 



The 

Hypericum 

are excellent 

plants 

especially 

Hypericum 

androsamum 

in the 

foreground 

which is one 

of those 

willing 

volunteer 

plants 

delivered to 

your garden 

by the birds. 

  

I cut them 

down to the 

ground later 

in the year 

allowing 

them to 

regrow next 

year. 

 

 

 
Around the garden we have a number of Hypericum species and forms,  all raised from seed. 



 
Corydalis óCraigton Blueô, Aconitum vulparia and Dactylorhiza all play their part in the flowering sequence.  

 

 
Geranium sanguineum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Geranium 

sanguineum on 

the west drive 

way are also in 

full glorious 

flower on the 

gravel and up the 

wall, along with 

more Hypericum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
A climbing rose I raised from a cutting scrambles over the gate forming a canopy of beautifully scented flowers. 

   

 



 
We have planted bulbs at the base of the street trees for many years and last year I scattered wild flower seeds to 

bring some summer interest at the moment we have flowers on Matricaria discoidea  and Tripleurospermum 

inodorum. 

 

 
These are similar plants except that the flowers of Matricaria discoidea do not have the decorative white ray 

florets. 



 
Tripleurospermum inodorum  

 

 

I was anticipating a fine seeds harvest from the 

Tripleurospermum which I could distribute 

around the area where its cheery flowers could 

provide an additional food source for insects and 

passers bye could enjoy its cheery flowers 

however I was thwarted by the council who, 

having not maintained these areas for years, 

decided to send workers round today who have 

stripped it bare.   

As I left to take Molly a walk we admired the 

flowers when we returned a short time later the 

area was scraped bare and they were gone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leucanthemum vulgare 

 

Another wild plant with a daisy like flower that I 

admire is Leucanthemum vulgare ï fortunately 

this one is growing in the safely of the front 

garden so I will get the seed. 



 
Leucanthemum vulgare, Tanacetum parthenium, Aconitum vulparia and more Dactylorhiza 

 

 
Tanacetum parthenium 



 
Some Tanacetum parthenium choose to grow in the narrow crack between the paving slabs and the sides of the slab 

beds where they bring softness to these hard landscape features.  

 

 
The sides of the slab beds are further softened by the trailing growth of Hypericum reptans. 


