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Bulbs fromSeed Special Edition.



The many SRGC seed exchange volunteerswarentywor ki ng hard in preparati
distributionin addition it isa good time to be sowing segall thought ittimely to review and refresh some of my
previous words on growing bulbs from seed.
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Orobanche hederad not a bulb, of course!

The cover image this week shows the harvesting of ripe seed fraddrabanche hedergant | foundgrowingby

the wheelie binsseeBulb Log 3419. There are a lot of seeds in a single capsule and there are several capsules
stem so there are always plenty opportunities to increase numbers. It makes you thiné geseds produced by
these plants in the wild were successful the world would be full of thkat is the case with amyplants. Some
plants have evolved this scatter gun approach producing masses of seed in the hope that a few will survive s
shauld not be too disappointed with our failures so long as we keep learning andlthang.scattered the
Orobanche hederae seeds along the souttmenmdarywall where theras plenty of ivy growirg, anessential

element for thgrowth of this parasitic species

As acannyScot one of the big
appeals of growing bulbs from
seed is it greatly reduces the cost
of a bulbplus| get so many more
plantsto play with especially
when you collect your owgarden
seedghen you can harvest
hundredsr thousandsf seeds
Another advantge with seed
raised bulbs is you will get plants
that show considerable variation
which | find much more
interesting and desirable than a
quantity of a single clone. Many
bought bulbs are often clonal and
usually represent a form that
. : multiplies itself freely - this can
‘ I‘ MY sometimes be at the expense of
// flowering. Plants that concentrate
o their efforts on vegetative

multiplication do not always spare
the energy for flowergsrowinggroups of seed raisdulilbsallows forcross fertilisatiorandwill alwaysresult in a
betterseed set while a single clogeown inisolationmay not produce any
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http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2019Aug211566383143BULB_LOG_3419.pdf

Narcissus6 Cr ai gt on Chori sterd

Growingplantsfrom
seedgives youthe
opportunity b pick
the best forms and if
desired tcselect and
nameyour favourite
seedlingghesecan
then be multiplied
clonally, such a$
have done with a
number of plants one
of which is Narcissus
0Craigton Choristerd
shownabove.

Crocus hadriaticus
lilacinus

| much prefer potor
plantingof bulbs
which showghe
variationthere can be
in a species, | finthat
more interestingnd
attractivethan aclonal planting.
In addition to their appearanceesl raisedbulbswill have varying levels of resistanceddferent diseases and as a
result you are less likely to lose them all, if a problem strikes, than if you had a quantity of a single clone. An
advantage@ained from seerhised bulbss that they will bemore suited to your growing conditions, as émt are
totally unsuited will have died off at an early stage. It is much less painful to lose a first year seedling or two tl
lose a flowering bulb bought at great expense which decides it does not like your cultural methods or condit



