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Corydalis óCraigton Purpleô 
 



 
As with all the cultivars that we have named we took some time to assess the values of Corydalis óCraigton Purpleô 

before we started to distribute it to nurseries in 2015. To facilitate the propagation I grow some in polystyrene 

boxes which are kept alongside one of the slab beds (see above). The plants in the boxes can be easily divided and 

replanted when the leaves die back in late summer: it is the surplus material from these boxes that I distribute.  

 

 
Corydalis óCraigton Purpleô is an open pollinated seedling from Corydalis capitata with the most likely pollen 

parent being Corydalis óCraigton Blueô although Corydalis flexuosa is also a possibility. 



 
Corydalis capitata has interesting features in that the deep purple flowers when they open are bunched in a cluster 

or cap at the top of the stem. The stem then elongates as the seed ripens so the seed capsules become spaced out.  

 

 

 

This species 

seems to be very 

fertile setting 

seeds most years 

which results in 

many self-sown 

seedlings 

appearing around 

this bed.  

The one on the 

left is typical of 

Corydalis 

capitata, the seed 

parent, but I 

started to observe 

that others were 

very different. 


