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Narcissus  



Now the Crocus and Colchicum 

flowers in the garden are all but 

over does not mean that we are 

without flowers until spring 

because now our interest switches 

to the bulb houses where the 

Narcissus are bursting into bloom. 

Switching from growing all these 

bulbs in pots, I now grow many 

planted directly planted into sand 

beds. This switch has given me a 

new challenge; firstly I had to 

adjust the watering and feeding 

regimes I had developed for bulbs 

under pot culture to suit those 

growing in sand which was not too 

difficult to do because whether the 

bulbs are growing in pots or sand 

their requirements are remarkably 

similar. Knowing when to water is 

judged by experience, observation 

of the plants and the sand plus attention to the weather forecast. Rule one is I will not water in freezing conditions 

or when it is very wet outside ï I like to water on a bright morning when the surplus water can drain away quickly 

and the foliage can also dry out.  

 

Because there are no 

labels in the sand beds 

the next challenge is 

for me to be able to 

recognise and put a 

name to the plants and 

that is not so easy.  

The more I look the 

more I understand how 

complex the Narcissus 

Section Bulbocodium 

is, largely but not least 

because the plants are 

highly promiscuous 

and the speciation 

process is still very 

active. All my 

observations have 

been done in our own 

garden using plants 

both received as bulbs 

plus the largest 

majority which we 

raised from seed. It is 

especially when I look 

at those we raise from 

our own seed that the 

problems involved in 

trying to classify this unruly bunch of flowers becomes very evident. 

The group of flowers to the left of this image we received over thirty years ago as Narcissus romieuxii 

mesatlanticus but I have long suspected that it is not a form or variety of Narcissus romieuxii but a hybrid, as I 

believe many of the plants we grow under the Narcissus romieuxii label also are. 



 
The pictures on this page are from our friend Rafael Díez Domínguez who shows us these images showing a group 

of flowers from one wild location and explains óWe have in the center Narcissus Cantabricus, on the far left 

Narcissus bulbocodium subsp. bulbocodium and right end Narcissus blancoi. Then to the left we would have 

Narcissus x barrae (name we probably need to check out too) and on the opposite side the blancoi hybrid with 

cantabricus.ô 

It is widely acepted that even in the wild there are many such hybrid populations of narciusus which  Rafa has spent 

years studying, showing so well that the speciation process contiues rapidly with plants that are geographically 

close enough for cross pollination to occurr with the enevitable result of these hybrid swarms.  

It is only by 

carefully observing 

such wild 

populations that we 

can start to 

understand this 

section and, as many 

of the hybrids are 

themselves fertile, I 

think trying to 

classify them is a 

huge fascianting 

challenge that can 

only be resolved by 

field studies and not 

as the tradition of  

describing plants 

from herbarium 

specimens. 

Thanks to Rafael 

Díez Domínguez for 

his ongoing work 

and for allowing me 

to use these two 

pictures. 



 
We raised Narcissus grandae,  a naturally occurring fertile cross between N. cantabrticus and N. bulbocodium 

subsp. bulbocodium, raised from wild collected seed and it is remarkably similar to many of the hybrids that we 

find when we raise plants from seed collected in our bulb houses. 
 

 
The pot of Narcissus grandae seedlings does not enjoy our low northern light levels which cause it to grow tall on 

weak stems that can flop about. This problem is shared by many of the winter flowering Narcissus and is why we 

select plants from our many seedlings that have stronger stems. 



 
I continue to raise bulbs from seed especially those of species from known locations. Depending when you sow the 

seed you may have to wait over a year for germination. If I sow narcissus seed by the end of August I will get 

germination the following spring: however these were sown later in November 2019 and are just germinating now. 

 

 


