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Now the Crocus and Colchicum
flowers in the garden are all but
over does not mean that we are
without flowers until spring
because nowurinterest switches
to the bulb houses where the
Narcissus are bursting into bloom.
Switching from growing all these
bulbsin pots | now grow many
planted directly planted into sand
beds This switchhas given me a
new challenggfirstly | had to
adjust the watering and feeding
regimes | had developed fbulbs
underpot culture to suithose
growing in sandvhich was not too
difficult to do because whether the
bulbsare growing in pots or sand
/ their requirements are remarkably
T gagy ‘,‘J( i similar. Knowing when to water is
: ‘ e judged by experiencepservation
of the plantsandthe sandlus attention tdhe weather forecasRuIe one is | will not watemifreezing conditions
or when it is very wet outsidel like to water on a bright morning when the surplus water can drain away quickl
and the foliage can also dry out.

Because there are no
labels in the sand bedg
the next challenge is
for meto be alte to
recognise and put a
nameto the plants and
that is not so easy.
The more | look the
more | understand hovis
complex the Narcissus ¥
Section Bilbocodium :
is, largelybutnot least
becausehe plants are
highly promiscuous
andthe speciation
processs still very
active All my
observations have
been done in our own
garden using plants
bothreceived as bulbs
plus the largest
majority which we
raisedfrom seed|t is
especidly when | look
atthosewe raise from
our ownseedhatthe
problems involved in
trying to classify this unruly bunch of flowers becomes very evident

Thegroupof flowers to the lefof this image we received over thirty years agdlascissus romieuxii
mesatlanticuut | have longuspectedhat it is not a form or variety of Narcissus romieuxii but a hylasdl
believe many of the plants we grow under kaecissus romieuxiiabel also are




The pictures on this page are frour friendRafael Diez Dominguemho shows ughese images showing a group
of flowers from o wild locationand exphinsdNe have in the center Narcissus Cantabricus, on the far left
Narcissus bulbocodium subsp. bulbocodium and right end Narcissus blancoi. Then to the left we would have
Narcissus x barrae (name we probably need to chectooyand on the opposite side the blancoi hybrid with
cantabricusd

It is widely acepted that even in the wild there are nsrth hybrid populationsf narciususvhich Rafa has spent
years studyingshowingso well that the speciation process contiues rapidly with plants that are geographically
close enough facrosspollination to occurmith the enevitableesult of theséybrid swarms.

It is only by
carefully observing

such wild
populations that we
can start to
understand this
sectionand as many
of the hybrids are
thenselves fertilel
think trying to
classify them is a
hugefascianting
challengehat can
only be resolved by
field studies and not
as the tradition of
describing plants
from herbarium
specimens

Thanks toRafael
Diez Dominguetor
his ongoingwork
and forallowing me
to use these two
pictures.




We raisedNarcissus grandae a naturallyoccurringfertile cross between N. cantabrticus and N. bulbocodium
subsp. bulbocodiupmaisedfrom wild collected seed and it is remarkably similar to many of the hybrids that we
find when weraiseplants from seed collected in our bulb houses

n

The pot ofNarcissus granda&éedlings doesot enjoy our low northern light levels which cause it to grow tall o
weak stemshat carflop about. This problem is shared by many of the winter flowering Narcissus and is why w
select plantérom our many seedlingbat have strongestems




| continueto raise bulbs from seaxbpeciallythoseof speciesrom knownlocations Dependingvhenyou sow the
seed you may have to wait over a yeargemmination If | sow narcissus sedaly the end of Augudtwill get
germinationthe following springhowever these were sovater in Novembe2019and argust germinating now.



