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are differentsome of the variations such as colour are obvious while other variationaracteristicare more
subtle.The species involved aMaricssus albidus, cantabricus, bulbocodium and romialkiinder thesection
Bulbocodium and includes fewthatcould be thespeciedbut mostare hybridsEvery year at this time | haul out
our Narcissus books to #®ad andefreshmy memoryto see if | can make some sew$¢his unruly bunch.
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A survey of the Genus Narcissus by Michael SalnNarcissus, A guide to Wild Daffodils Bghn Blanchard,
Modern Minature Daffodils Species and Hybrids by James S Wells anchtdie Daffodils by Alec Gray.

What you will learnfrom these books is that the Bulbocodiums halveaysbeen a problematic group to quote

Al ec Grey from 1955 AThe Bul bocodium are by far
nearly impossible to know where oneaalled species ends@ another begins. Not only are they very variable
plants in themselves, but where, in their native habitat, various species grow in proximity to one another
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The first two books give the best views of ciisation but do not expect a definitive answer because what they ¢
highlight is how such work jgiot surprisinglybased to some degree on opinion.

The second two books give someeresting cultural antdistorical contat to the more cultivated forms.
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Since | have beegrowingthe Narcissus planted in the sand beds without labels it has encouraged okesteeio
more carefully at thipromiscuousordewhich has led me to the conclusion that | can differentiate the species
where they conform to the type but thera iwhole range of variations in the hybrids that form a continuum from
one species to the other.




Narcissus romieuxii JCA 805
It is always nice to getour feedback and questions across the various platforms and this week | was asked if
Narcissus romieuxii was still a velspecies and yes it ishave not shown it befoteecausehefirst flowers of the
year haveonly just opened
| suspect that true Narcissus romieuxii as a species could be quite rare in the wild as well as in cultivation wh
is being diluted by hybrids. Much of the material in cultivation arose from a Jim Archibald collection Narcissus
romieuxii JCA 805 which gave rise toitpia variable group of flowefsom thesemany clones were selected and
namedfrom the wide open petunioide fortmatJim himselfn a me d o6 Jul i a ithJaamore funnél o o't
shaped corona in varying
shades from pale to deep
yellow.

Narcissus romieuxii
JCA 805

It has been speculated that
the JCA 805 seed collection
itself possibly contained a
range of hybrids.




Narcissus romieuxii JCA 805
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I should point out that the recent unusually mild weather has given me the perfect opportunity to water the po
sandbeds in the bulb house&part from a few individual potghis is the first watering since November but now |
am seeing sigrthat while they are still moisthey need more water to be able to grow both above and below
ground.l added 1/3 strength tomato feedetch ofthe cando supplement the tientsin the sand bedsut just

used water for the pothis time round.




Another question concernédw to gt Eranthis pinnatifida into your garden which because of its scarcity has
beendifficult to find and expensive when you do. The best way is to geefeds theseare best sowwhile they
arefreshwhich for us is inApril/ May.
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As a guide any seeda¢hich, like Eranthis pinnatifidaresemble aniniatureversion of the mature tuheshould
ideally be kept moist at all times and sown as so@oasible If the seed is dry when yaeceiveit then soak it
water with a tiny amount of soap to break the surface tension which will allow the seeds to absorli iafietter
some hourshe seeds have plumped up and are ready to be sown.




Our seed pots are
placed in an outside
frame that is pen at all
times where they will
takewhatevemweather
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The potsof Eranthis pinnatifidaseeds havgellow labelsand if you look carefully they argerminatinghow in
JanuaryDespite the cold they have alwaysrminatedor usin Januaryor early Februarandwe try to keep them
growing until May. To do this we often hawe shadehemwhen the sun hits the franbecasetheyseemto have
a lowtoleranceo heatand if they get too hot they will quickly go dormarithe longetthe growingseason you can
give themespecially in the first year the sooner they will produce their first flowgtsthree years beingéh
quickest we havBoweredthem from seed.




In the first yealEranthis pinnatifida only produces a single leab you need to ensure that it stands the best
chance of growing for as long as possible. One year | did move plahidinga pot of seed into a bulb house
thinking that wouldhelp protect themand allow them to grow better but that turnedmaitto be the best method
becaus@ven in our northern cool garden the temperature swings gladsrwere not to the plantsitig and all
the plants inside had a shergrowing season that those in the open frame.

| will also apply a very
dilute liquid tonato feed
but not until at leag¥larch
becaise the very young
tuber andootscan be
damaged by the chemicals
if they are given too soon.

As thatsingle leaf is all
that will feed the tiny new
tuberfor the first yearou
have to protect it from
being eaten and | have
beenlifting every pot in
the frame to check fahen
remove anylugs and
snailsthat | find.




ant.

~

e

Many years ago we bougbtrr very firstthreeEranthis pinnatifiddubers at great expensthey were desdred as
naturally small tubers anathentheyarriveddamppacked amogshreddedphagnummossthey were so smait
took me a long timand a magnifying glags find them in the mossfrom experiencd can now see they were
first year seedlingaVe did establish them drafter three years gtiowers followed byour own see@nd the pot
above is some generations on from those original plants wtiictetain thegreenleavesthatthe parenforms had.




Over the yearand with gifts of seed from a kind friend in Jap@mhavebuilt upa nunber of potsf different
formsfrom first year seedlingto matureflowering plantsandin a good yeathese pots provide us withoreseed
These have a bronze foliageth pinkish flowersand like the others mgim is to establish them in the gardéve
started toplantout a few flowering sized plant&o years ag@andif they do well more will follow.

We keep seedlinggrowingtogetherso that they can cross pollieavhich gives us the bestaite of getting a
good seed set and they seedlings tend to carry similar features to the parents.
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The birds also reveabme palé-lellebore shoots and seealsich now they are exposed to the lightl soon green
up.
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When time and the weather permitsohtinuewith thewinter clear up of the bedseforeapplyingafresh organic
mulch Above | have spread somélast yeads hedgecuttingsthat wereshredeéd and compdasd.

{

9' ”‘_/-#. ' & W L\ A S R \,*c : , SO oy TR As
Anotherbedreceiveda mulch of pine needles in the autuimtinedark patches are whetige black birddhiave been
foraging.
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Leavesomposted for two years form@vely humus ricHeaf soil whichl haveused to mulch this small area.




For the finalfew imagesof the Weeki amreturning tothe daffodils the first two of whichbelieveto beforms of

Narcissus bulbocodium

Narcissus bulbocodium
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Narcissus hybrid




Narcissus hybrid

Narcissus hybrid



