


Gymnocarpium dryopteris
Over recent weeks the BuLog has looked at the explosion of colouthe gardemrovided by the mass spring
flowering, so this week | decided to celebrate greenhe formof foliage The emergence of all that fresh new
springfoliageis somethingve should all appreciate moie often say plants have a short seaaad if we
concentrate on flowers that mhg thecase but manyhave decorativieeavesthatwill be with us until the autumn.
While flowers are an essential paftseedproductionthe leaves armore importanbecause they nourish the plants
allowing them tostay
healthy andyrow.
Because the foliage is
around for several
months it is
decoratively more
important to the
garden so we should
prioritise planting for
foliage.
Pl ants dono
much greener than the
ferns, which should
have a place in every
garden | love the
sculptural way the
new fronds emerge in
the spring.
It is only a few weeks
ago that | cut back last
year ds fron
evergreen ferns we
grow saneof which
are largeproducing
600 litres of oldrond
growth that | shredded
down for compostThe Oak FernGGymnocarpium dryopteris, runs abouproviding a lovely low growing green
cover to one of the beds whenerecent weeksve enjoyed early flowering bulbsid Hepatica these plantare
perfectly happy gromg amongand in the shade tlie fern as are the many others yet to come.



