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Cyananthus lobatus hybrid and Fritillaria camschatensis 

 



 
The Cyananthus lobatus hybrid spreads out, cascading over the end of this raised bed and the Fritillaria 

camschatensis grows in one of the troughs as a result of a stray bulbil that must have been in the potting compost 

that I reused when I planted the trough. The Cyananthus starts to flower in late summer and the flowers just keep 

coming until November or December when the temperatures drop below freezing. The Fritillaria camschatensis in 

seed acts as a reminder that it is approaching the best time to sow seeds of bulbs so together they represent the 

season to me. 
 

 
The Cyananthus lobatus hybrid spreads out on the left and the Cyananthus microphyllus on the right, which 

starts flowering later, is smaller leaved. 



 
Cyananthus microphyllus 

 

 
Ferns spread through the garden by spores and we are quite relaxed about letting them grow where they appear. We 

have enjoyed this fern growing among some of the troughs for a number years but now it has got too big and is 

partially obscuring the troughs so it is time for it to be moved. 



 
I have found I get more success establishing ferns moved when they are actively growing with green fronds than I 

do moving them in the winter when the fronds have died back. They tend to be shallow rooting and some of the 

roots have formed over the slab so I can slide a spade under the root mat prising it up from under the larger trough. 

 

 
Although some of the fronds got damaged the roots are relatively intact and ready for its new home in the shade of 

the trees at the south end of the garden. 



 
Now the fern is gone we can see some of the wee demonstration troughs I planted many years ago in workshops. 

 

 
The two small troughs in the centre were landscaped and planted in 2008 but are relative youngsters compared to 

the granite trough on the right which was made and planted around 1987. 



 
We have had some rain over the last few weeks - enough to water the troughs but the dryness is baked into the 

ground which is very dry to quite a depth, with only the top layers benefiting from the recent rain. Shredding 

continues and you may spot my trusty shredder peeking out from below the bushes. 
 

 
The shredder with our eastern boundary hedge on the left and the compost heaps against the southern wall. 



 
Working in here gives me different rarely seen views of the garden that have only become open since the 

Rhododendrons grew to resemble small trees rather than shrubs. 

 
I used to compost all the shredded material in the heaps against the wall but in recent years I make small piles 

around the garden close to where it will get spread in the winter. 



 
The piles of raw shreddings start off quite green but will start to decompose turning brown as the volume reduces. 

 

 
Phyllodoce caerulea 

Phyllodoce caerulea is one of a number of shrubs that, having flowered in the spring, produce a second flowering in 

late summer or autumn.  



 
While I can see the purple Phyllodoce flowers from a distance as I approach it is only when I look carefully that I 

see the Fuchsia procumbens growing on the wall above is also in flower.   

 

 
Fuchsia procumbens growing on the wall. 



 
As well as the larger Rhododendrons we also grow a number of the dwarf shrubs from the Ericacaea, there are three 

growing through each other in this picture. 
 

 
The small leaved Empetrum nigrum , the larger glossy reticulate leaves are Gaultheria pyroloides and the 

swollen white calyx surround the seed pods of Gaultheria depressa var. novae-zelandiae. 



 
I often describe myself as a habitat manipulator or manager rather than a gardener because my desire goes beyond 

having a collection of plants from around the world, towards planting them in such a way to give the impression of 

a landscape that will be attractive to the wild life as well as ourselves. The overall effect is best described as a mini 

woodland and indeed it attracts a wide range of birds.  We get so many birds that I am still having top up these 

feeders, because they eat the sunflower hearts down below the top port, on a daily basis. 


