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The Eranthis flowers were justarting to opemv h e n posted 7 Bu
hyemadis flowers have gone over but the flowerdEaf ant hi s x t ub e r @penrhatibit ladteGu i n e
extending the seson and delivering a wonderful display iraageof habitats across the garden.
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X t u b einthecbad bedside G
the pond because it does not set skavinggroundspacdor the other special plants we have there to seed
around.
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Some of the other early flowers in onium dens-canisfrom Ukraine andvhite

Erythronium caucasicum which stand out against the predominant golden yellow of the Esdioiverswhile
you have to look carefully to spot teamilarly colouredflowers ofNarcissus cyclamineus

the garden but as shown beltvey also grow well in the more gritty soils of the raised slab beds near the house
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nthis antllarcissus cyclamineus not so much the soil
structure but the cool moist conditions that prevabtghout most of the year.




Pehaps because ' 0 seed these 0G

It is unusual
that we
celebrate a
plant that does
not set seed
when so much
of our garden
philosophy is
based on the
natral
process of
plants seeding
around. This
small area of
gravel
between the
paving slabs is
typical of the
garden with
various sel
seeded plants
in a range of
ages from
newly
germinating to
flowering

size.
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Crocus heuffelianusis among the many bullisat haveseeded intoite middle of the path and this species seems

particularly well suited to owlimate and growingonditions as it appears in many habitats.
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Crus ffelanin the cole bed.
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Crocus heuffelianus

Some of theCrocus chrysarthus cultivars we originaly planted like these abov
seed around.
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The Iterflowering snowdro flowers rise thpough't aryi ground covering plants that are quicl emergi
after spending thevinter underground and will soon form a compheagiedcarpet across most of the garden beds.




Anemone
ranunculoides

provide the bronzy &2}
green leaves to the &N
right of the above '?”
picture which '
shares the bed with+ -
Adoxa

moschatellina

another great

ground cover plant
that does not hindef®.
the growth of the

many other plants
such asScoliopus

hallii growing

there.

Scoliopus halliiis a small plant which is easily overlooked esalcwhen growing though a green car.pA}tith
all the selfseeding and the wild nature of our gardarwalk, especially at this time of year, is like exploring
habitats in nature and | am always delighted when | rediscover such plants emerging again.
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| am often asked if we have pests in the garden and yes we have the perfect habitats for all kinds of
as slugs, snails and caterpillars that want to chew our plants. | will hunt them down occasionally but | have le:

to tolerate a degresf chewing such as these white flowers of Erythronium causasicum. Intekestiage never
notedanychewingof theyellow Eranthisalthough everything seems to like to chew on Eranthis pinnatifida.

While I am
resigned to
accepting
chewed
flowersand
leaves | was
very upset to
spot that after
all my careful
pollinating of
the flowers
something had
chewed into
and destroyed
this
Erythronium
causasicum
seed capsule.




~An early flowerlng dark form oErythronlum denscanlswhose ﬂowers opened Iattifratday see below.




A very early flowering form oErythronium grandiflorum



