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Codonopsis grey-wilsoni 



 
Codonopsis grey-wilsoni generally flowers in mid to late August and it is an indicator to me that the season is 

changing from the summer to the autumn flowering plants. This one is twining up the stem of a digitalis growing at 

the edge of the bed beside the pond where I spotted the very first of the autumn flowering crocus flowering among 

a carpet of Geranium robertianum foliage. Soon I hope many more crocuses will flower here and I have a decision 

whether to remove the low growing geranium foliage, whose shade has helped retain moisture in the ground, or 

allow the crocus to flower among it. These are the decisions that gardeners have to make especially in a garden like 

ours where we work in 

harmony with nature. 

Regular rainfall through 

this summer has had the 

result that the foliage on 

many plants is still 

growing.  The growth of 

Uvularia grandiflora has 

not been driven back to 

an early dormancy like 

it has in the last few hot 

dry years and it is 

partially hiding the 

emerging Cyclamen 

hederifolium flowers 

giving me another 

decision to take. The 

Cyclamen flowers will 

flower whether I cut the 

Uvularia back or not so 

it is more a matter of 

aesthetics and I will probably choose a compromise by bending some of the Uvularia stems to reveal more of the 

cyclamen with cutting back to a minimum.   



 
Another plant that has benefited from the moister summer conditions is Eucomis bicolor which is displaying 

stronger growth than it has for a few years. This is a South African plant that has evolved with summer rain fall. 

 

 
Eucomis bicolor grows happily with many plants including the spring and autumn flowering bulbs and it is from 

such combinations and associations of plants growing together that I get most pleasure. 


